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OUTLINE 



OF THE 



HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 



The first scene in the history of Joseph, as it is 
preserved in the inspired record, occurred when he 
was about seventeen years of age, while he yet 
dwelt with Jacob his father in the land of Canaan, 
and was occupied with his brethren in the capacity 
of a shepherd. As he seems to have been a boy 
of uncommon promise, and was the child of his 
father's old age, and withal had lost a mother 
whose memory was most dear to the heart of his 
surviving parent, it is not strange that Jacob should 
have regarded him with peculiar affection; nor, 
considering the weakness of human nature, was 
it strange that his aflection should have betrayed 
him into an unreasonable and dangerous partiality. 
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He manifested his preference for him by dressing 
him up in a showy and perhaps expensive coat-— 

* a measure certainly which was but too well fitted 
to call forth the envy of his brethren. 

About this time Joseph had two singular dreams, 
representing most strikingly his own future ascen^ 
dancy over his brethren ; and these dreams, no 
doubt in consequence of divine intimalion, he 
communicated to them ; and, as might have been 
expected, they heard him with any thing else than 
pleasure or patience. Having gone from home to 
feed their father's fiock, Jacob proposed to Joseph 
that he should go and make them a visit, and in 
due time return and report to him concerning th^ 
prosperity. Joseph, in the spirit of prompt ou<; 
dience to his father, and with no other feeling than 
that of good will toward his brethren, fell in at 
once with the suggestion [ and he set out imme- 
diately with a view to find them ] and though he 
had some little difficuhy in ascertaining where 
they were, in consequence of their having changed 
their place of sojourn, yet he finally overtook 
them at Dothan. They saw and recognized him 

* while he was yet at a distance ; and one would 
have supposed that the sight of a young brother 



y 



doming ditectly from their aged father, to inquire 
concerning their health and prosperity, would 
haVe been most grateful to them.; and that they 
i^ould have run to meet him and welcome him by 
their eiabraces. But so far from that, the sight of 
him roused Up in theit bdsoms a spirit of malignity 
and rancour 1 the fine coat and the ofTensivd 
dreams gave them more trouble thaii ever : since 
they had got him into their power, they resolved 
to take vengeance on him in some way ; and their 
first determination was to despatch him on the 
spot. In consequence, however, of the proposal 
of Reuben, whose intention seems' to have been to 
save Joseph's life, and ultimately cause him to be 
restored to his father, they determined to cast him 
into a pit in the wilderness, and forthwith ful- 
filled their purpose ; and then, in consequence of 
the intercessions of Judah, who seems to have 
revolted at the idea of leaving him to perish, they 
resolved to sell him, and actually did sell him, as 
a slave, to a company of Midianitish merchants 
who happened to be passing that way. 

The question now arose among these wicked 
brethren, in what manner they should conceal 
their guilt from their %ther ; and the conclusion 
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was that they should take Josephs eoat^ of which 
they had robbed him, and dip it in the blood of a 
kid, and pass it off upon Jacob as evidence that 
his son had been killed by some wild beast. This 
cruel purpose they put into execution, ^nd it 
had the desired efiect ; for the moment Jacob saw 
it, he recognized it as his son's coat, and exclaimed 
vrith anguish that an evil beast had devoured him, 
and no doubt he had been torn in pieces. Imme- 
diately he went into mourning for his son, and 
refused all the consolation which was proffered 
him, exclaiming in the bitterness of his soul, and 
in the sublimity oi parental teiiderness, " I. will gq 
down into the grave unto my son mourning." 

Meanwhile, the Midianites who had bought 
Joseph, sold him into Egypt, to Potiphar, the 
captain of the king's guard. And Joseph, by his 
exemplary fidelity, so commended himself to his 
new master, that he was* presently advanced to a 
station of influence and authority — was made 
overseer of his house, and was entrusted with the 
management of all his concerns. In this new 
station Joseph showed himself at once entirely at 
home; and all things went prosperously under his 
management^ and such unlimited confidence did 
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his master place in him, that he scarcely troubled 
himself even to inquire about his concerns. 

But now comes a critical point in the history. 
While Joseph was acquitting himself in the dis- 
charge of his official duties to the entire satisfaction 
of all concerned, Potiphar's wife formed a base 
. plot for his ruin ; which, though it resulted in a 
.glorious triumph of his innocence, was the means 
not only * of his being thrown out of his station, 
but of his being thrown into a prison. But here 
too Joseph immediately became a favourite. He 
seems to have been destined to be a man of 
authority, wherever Providence might place him ; 
for he became to the keeper of the prison what 
he had previously been to Potiphar — a sort of 
general agent in the prison — an overseer of all 
its inmates. 

About this time, two of the king's officers — 
his chief butler and chief baker, committed some 
offence by which they incurred his displeasure ; 
and he issued a mandate for their being cast into 
prison ; and the captain, of the guard put them 
i^cially into Joseph's custody. These two men 
had each a troublesome dteam, which Joseph 
took it upon himself to interpret j the interpreta 
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tion of the buder's dream was, that he aliould be 
almost immediately restored to the king's favour 
aniT the king's service ; but that of the baker's 
was, that within about the same period, he should 
fail a victim to the king's resentment. And in 
each case the interpretation turned out to be true 
to the letter: the butler was restored to do the 
honours of the king's table ; the baker was hung 
to grace the festivities of the king's birthday. 
Joseph, however, still remained in prison. He 
had indeed requested the butler, when he relieved 
his anxiety by interpreting his dream, to interri'de 
with the kirig in his behalf, when he $houl() axq 
restored to favour ; but he turned out \o be a n^tr 
ungrateful creature, who thought nothing of a 

afterwards, and probably cared not who might be 
in bondage, provided only he could himself have 
his liberty. 

Not long after this, the king himself had two 
strange dreams, which he was as unable to inter- 
pret as . his officers had been to interpret theirs ; 
and now it occurs' to the butler that he had once 
been placed in a similar predicament; and he 
remembers how he w«s relieved from his anxiety: 
and now, for the first time, and not for Joseph's 
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alike, bet ibr the king's sake, he mentions 
Joseph's name to Pharaoh; or rather speaks of 
him as a young Hebrew, who had given a true 
interpretation of two dreams at least, and for 
aught he knew, might do the same of two more ; 
and this intimation was sufficient to induce the 
king to send for him. Joseph, accordingly, as 
soon as he could change his raiment, came forth 

r 

from his dungeon, and stood in the royal pre- 
sence ; and after an introduction which did great 
credit to Joseph's piety, the king related to him* 
his two dreams ; at the same time declaring that 
none of his magicians were able to interpret them. 
But Joseph immediately gave an interpretation: 
he assured the king that they pointed to seven 
years of plenty, which were to be succeeded by 
seven years of famine ; and advised him to make 
provision, during the season of abundance, for the 
time of need. Pharaoh putting full confidence 
in Joseph's interpretation, and perceiving the 
uncommon wisdom which he evinced, forthwith, 
^{^ointed him ruler over all the land of. Egypt, 
smd caused him to move in the splendour becoming 
the iiighest official distinction. 

And now Pharaol^'s dream began to be fulfilled 
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in accordance with Joseph's interpretation. For 
the first seven years, the fields yielded an unpre- 
cedented abundance ; and Joseph busied himself 
in laying up corn for the publtck benefit ; and the 
amount which he accumulated is said to have 
been " as the sand of the seia." But then camo 
the seven years of famine ; and the people every 
where were crying out for bread ; and Joseph 
threw open his store houses, and dealt out to them 
according to their needs. 

But it was not in Egypt only, but in the sur- 
ivmnding countries, that the famine prevailed; 
and Jacob and his family were likely to suffibr 
in common with the rest of their countrymen. 
Hence Jacob, having heard that there was com 
""ill Egypt, proposed to his sons to go down thither 
and procure a supply ; and forthwith they all set 
off, with the exception of Benjamin, the youngest 
child and the darling of his father, whom he was 
unwilling to trust upon such an expedition ; and 
the reason that he gave fpr his unwillingness — 
*' lest misdiief might befal him in the way," — 
would seem to convey a touching allusion to the 
fate of his beloved Joseph. Having arrived in 
Egypt, they went first to present themselves 
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before the governour; and on' approachtog him, 
"they bowed themselves with their faces to the 
earth;" and then, though they suspected it not 
— then began to be fulfilled the famous dream, 
for which they had hated their brother^ and 
finally sold him into bondage. Joseph the 
governour was so unlike Joseph the slave i 
Joseph in a palace was so different from Joseph 
in a pit, that it was not strange, especially as 
they had been separated from him for years, that 
they did not recognize him; though, as the- 
change in them was much less, he immediately 
knew them to be his brethren; — yes, the very 
brethren who had deliberately cast him into a pit 
to die, and had taken him out of it only to be 
sold into perpetual servitude. Joseph's heart 
must have been full at the discovery; but stiU 
he commanded himself, and stood up before them 
with perfect dignity. With a view to try them 
and prove them, he charged them first with being 
spies, who had come to make their observations 
upon the nakedness of the land ; and he assumed 
towards them a stern and forbidding manner. 
But they repHed to him with great simplicity — 
" Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of 
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one man in the land of Canaan, and behold the 
youngest is this day with our father, and one is not" 
" Well then," says Joseph, " thus shall your sin- 
cerity be tested — let one of your number go and 
bring that youngest brother down hither, while the 
rest of you remain in prison ; and the failure to 
bring him shall be the proof that you are spies." 
Then Joseph put them all into prison together, and 
they remained there three days ; and at the end 
of that time, he so far varied his purpose, as to 
require one of them to be bound in prison as a 
hostage, and to permit the rest to go and carry 
corn to their families; charging them again to 
bring their youngest brother back as a proof that 
they were not spies. And now conscience began 
to bring up before them the image of their poor 
brother whom they had sold as a slave ] and they 
had a most sorrowful conference with each other 
on the subject, directly in the presence of Joseph,, 
who, they took for granted, did not understand 
them, while yet he really did understand every 
word ; and he was even obliged to turn away from 
them to conceal his tears. But imme<fiately he 
got command of himself again, and resumed his 
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conversation with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

Previous to their setting off on their journey 
home, Joseph gave directions not only that each 
man's sack should be filled with corn, but that 
each man's money should be put into his sack ; 
and that provision should be furnished them ade 
quate to their journey. After having proceeded a 
short distance, one of them having ^ occasion to 
open his sack, discovered that his money had been 
restored ; and this became a new source of anxiety 
to them ; and while they were unable to conjecture 
the true explanation of it, their consciences were 
ready to construe it into an indication of evil. In 
this state of depression they reached home ; and 
a most sorrowful story they had to tell to their 
aged father — the gloomiest part of which was, 
that they had entered into a covenant with the 
governour of Egypt, which required that his be- 
loved Benjamin should be taken from him. Jacob's 
feelings instantly rose against this suggestion, and 
he gave vent to them in that memorable exclama- 
tion — "Me ye have bereaved of my children; 
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away. All these things are against me !" 

2 
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But though Jacobj at first, utterly refused to yielJ 
to the importunity of his sons to let Benjamin go, 
yet, when the corn which they had brought up 
from Egypt was exhausted, and the famine waxed, 
more and more severe, he finally consented, though 
with great reluctance, to withdraw his objections ; 
and having charged them to take valuable presents 
to the governour, with a view to propitiate him, he 
commended them all to the protection and mercy 
of God ; at the same time expressing his submission 
to the divine will in this remarkable language — 
^ If I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved." 

The brethren, witli Benjamin of their number, 
now went down into Egypt ; and when, on their 
arrival, Joseph saw that Benjamin was with them, 
he gave orders to the ruler of his house to bring' 
them all home to dinner. But, instead of consid- 
ering this as a favour and an honour, they saw 
in it the signs of alarming evil ; they remembered 
the mysterious afi!air of the money being found in 
their sacks ; and they suspected that the invitation 
to dinner would turn out to be a summons to a 
state of bondage. As they met the steward on 
their approach to the house, they began immedi- 
>'ntely to explain their own conduct, and assured 
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him that the affair of the mooey was aH a mystery 
to them, and that they had not only hronght it all 
back, but had brought other money, with a view 
to make still further purchases ; upon which the 
steward instantfy put to flight all their appre- 
hensions, and brought out Simeon, with whom 
no doubt they must have had a most agreeable 
meeting. 

At length Joseph returned; and they met him 
with the present, and bowed in his presence to do 
him honour: and he inquired concerning the health 
of their father, and obtained from them the infor- 
niation he wished. But when he saw his brother 
Benjamin — his own mother's son, it was more 
than he could bear ; his fraternal sensibilities, for 
the time, got the better of him ; and he retired 
into his chamber and remained there, till the first 
gush of feeling was over. Then he came out of 
his chamber and ordered dinner to be served ; and, 
greatly to the astonishment of his guests, he 
arranged them at the table according to their 
respective ages, and gave to Benjamin a portion 
larger by five times than to any of the rest. He 
himself sat down to a different table, as the Egyp- 
tians were not permitted to eat widi the Hebrews ; 
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but the history informs us that '^ they drank and 
were merry together." 

But Joseph h£id not yet sufficiently proved his 
brethren. He therefore commanded his steward, 
as they were about to depart, to iill the men's^ 
sacks with food, and to put every man's money 
into the mouth of his sack, and to put his own 
silver cup into the sack of the youngest ; and the 
command was faithfully obeyed. Soon after they 
had taken their departure, the steward, by Joseph's 
direction, proceeded in great haste after them, and 
overtook them, and charged them with haying In 
their possession the cup from which the governoar 
drank, and by means of which he conducted his 
divinations. Astonished at the charge, and con- 
scious of tljieir own innocence in the matter, th^y 
challenged an examination of their sacks, declaring, 
at the same time, that if it were found upon any 
one of them, he should die, and the rest should go 
into bondage. To their utter consternation, the 
eup was found in Benjamin's sack ; and as soon 
as the discovery was made, they rent their clothes, 
and returned with heavy hearts to the city. And 
then they prostrated themselves before Joseph; 
and Judah, who qpake in behalf of tha whole 
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company, acknowledged that God had found out 
their iniquity, and. that they were all fairly com- 
mitted tQ a state of bondage. But Joseph said, 
''God forbid that I should do so: but the man 
in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my 
servant ; and as for you, get you up in peace unto 
your father." Then Judah expostulated with the 
governour, and went over with the story of his 
father's anxieties and sorrows — ^how reluctant his 
father had been to part with Benjamin, and how 
he had pledged himself that his darling child 
should returti to him in safety; and finally, he 
asked it as a privilege that he might remain in 
bondage in place of his younger brother, lest his 
aged father should go down to the grave under 
the weight of his afRictions. 

By this time Joseph had sufficiently tested their 
state of feeling; and more than that — ^he had 
become so much dissolved by Judah's speech, that 
it was impossible for him to suppress his emotions : 
and now he clears the room of all but his brethren, 
with a view to reveal to them a most astounding 
secret. Here is the governour of Egypt, standing 
before these apparently unfortunate men, with 
something upon his heart that makes him weep. 
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What he is about to say, they cannot even con- 
jecture ; but at length it comes out amidst tears 
and sobs—" / am Joseph ;" and the very first 
question he asked, was one that showed that the 
son had not been lost in the governour — " Doth 
my father yet live ?" No wonder that the reve- 
lation overpowered his brethren, and that their 
lips were sealed, so that they could not answer 
him. But Joseph endeavoured instantly to quiet 
their apprehensions, by assuring them that he was 
their brother still, and by referring to the gracious 
ends which Providence had accomplished through 
their instrumentality ; and then he directed them 
to go up to Canaan and bring down their father, 
and their families, and all that they had, for a 
residence in Egypt ; that he might have the privi- 
lege of ministering to their wants and nourishing 
them upon the royal bounty. Then he fell upon 
his brother Benjamin's neck and wept; and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck ; and he embraced 
them all in turn, and wept upon them ; and after 
these ample pledges of his affection, they gathered 
confidence to converse with him. The news 
was immediately communicated to Pharaoh, and 
he cordially seconded Joseph's wishes; and the 
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brethren having received valuable presents from 
Joseph, were forthwith despatched to Canaan, to 
bring down their father and their respective fami- 
lies to reside in the land of Egypt. It is worthy 
of remark that, before they set out on their 
journey, Joseph charged them that they should 
not fall out by the way— a caution which was 
very naturally suggested by the experience he had 
formerly had of their tempers, and which was a 
delicate way of reminding them of the past, and 
suggesting matter for reflection and ground for 
repentance. 

Agreeably to Joseph's directions, his brethren 
proceeded immediately to Canaan ; and it ^s 
scarcely necessary to say that they approached 
their father with far better news and far lighter 
hearts than when they returned from their former 
journey. Instead of bringing him the intelligence 
that Joseph is dead, or that Benjamin must be 
taken from him, as they had done on former 
occasions, they come with the grateful tidings 
\ that Joseph is alive, and is governour of the 

whole land of Egypt. At first the good old man 
fainted ; for the news seemed to him too good to 
be true. But when he actually saw the waggons 
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which Joseph bad sent to convey him and his 
family to their new home, ^ his spirit revived, and 
he said — It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet 
alive ; 1 will go and see him before I die." 

In pursuance of this resolution, as soon as the 
necessary arrangements could be made for the 
journey, the whole family set off for Egypt. 
And when the news -of their apprcrach reached 
Joseph, he made ready his chariot, and went out 
as far as Goshen to meet his father. Conceive 
now, if you can, what a meeting that must have 
been! Joseph fell upon his father's neck — the 
father who had loved him so much, and from 
whom he had been separated so long — and 
kissed him and wept ; while the father gave 
utterance to his full heart in such language as 
this — " Now, let me die, since I have seen thy 
face, because thou art yet alive." " The coai 
which I gave thee in thy childhood, was brought 
to me by thy brethren stained with blood, as an 
evidence that thou wast dead ; and my heart has 
a thousand times bled, as my imagination has 
lingered upon what I supposed might have been 
thy dying scene; and yet, after all, here thou 
art, my son, not only alive^ but in af&uence and 



-famiottr. God's goodness overwhelms me. It is 
enough — I am ready to die, O Lord, for I hare 
seen thy salvation." 

Joseph immediately informed Pharaoh of the 
arrival of his family, and then he took five of his 
brethren, and presented them to him ; and Pharaoh 
had an interview with them ; after which, he 
brought lip his aged and venerable father, and 
introduced him to the kivig ; and Jacob appeared 
on the occasion with all that simplicity, dignity 
and piety, which became a prophet and a patriarch ^ 
and on retiring from the presence of Pharaoh, he 
gave him his blessing. Joseph now, with the 
consent and advice of the king^ appointed his 
father and brethren their residence in the most 

' desirable part of the land of Egypt, and theire nour- 
ished them with fraternal and filial tenderness, 
while he proceeded in the execution of his public 
trust with his accustomed fidelity. 

Afler Jacob had been for some time in his new 
Residence, sustained and cheered by the bounty of 
his son, intelligence was brought to Joseph that 
his father was sick ; and straightway he hastened 
to his bedside, that he might minister to his last 
wants and reeeive his parting blessing. After he 
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was dead he manifesled th» deepest gnef at jiis 
departure, and, with a gash of sonow and affection, 
even embraced his corpse. When the nsaal period 
of public mouroing' had been fulfilled, agreeably 
to a promise which he had made to his father 
before his death, he caused his remains to be carried 
back to Canaan that his final resting place might 
be with his fathers. 

Shortly after the death of Jacob, Joseph's 
brethren began to fear, that, since their fathei 
was out of the way, it might occur to Joseph toi 
take revenge on them for the cruel treatment 
which he had received at their hands in former 
years ; and so apprehensive were they of this, that 
they sent a messenger to him humbly imploring 
his forgiveness and continued protection. Joseph 
was deeply affected by the communication, and 
assured them that they should receive nothing from 
him but expressions of fraternal kindness. And 
this promise he ever most sacredly fulfilled. At 
length the time of Aw departure drew near ; and hav- 
ing taken an oath of his brethren, that they would 
carry his bones also up into the land of Egypt, he 
died at the age of a hundred and ten years, and his 
body was embalmed after the manner of the Egyp-« 
tian?. 
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SOURCES OP DANGER TO YOUNQ MEN. 



LETTER I. 

DANQEK PROM EXCESSIVX PAHraTAL ntDOLOENCE. 

■ 

Ths growing ccnTlction which I have had for 
yea|9 of the importance of those interests which are 
aooQ to be devolved upon the young men of the 
present generation, has, at different times, brought 
me almost to the det^mination of addressing to 
them a short series of letters designed to impress 
them with a sense of their obligations, and to aid 
in the general formation of their character. I 
have, however, been deterred from executing, or 
even forming, a definite purpose on this subject, 
by the consideraticai that omny wise and excellent 
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men have already written books of counsel to tbo 
young, to which they can readily gain access; ^ 
and that any attempt which I might make woukl 
result in nothing better than a repetition of things 
which had often been more attractively and more ^ 
impressively said before, it occurred to me, 
howeverj lately, as I was reading the touching 
and beautiful story of Joseph, that there is much 
in it that deserves the most attentive considera- 
tion, especially of every young man ; and in this . 
thought originated the purpose, which I have . 
now set myself to execute — of endeavouring to 
render this scripture narrative subservient to the 
best interests of the young men of the present 
day. Still, my young friends, I have no expecta- 
tion of offering any thing to your considenuion 
that is substantially new : the utmost thai I can 
hope is, that I may give increasing eflect to the 
counsels which I shall suggest, by incorporating 
them with a story, which, in respect to the interest 
of its incidents and the beauty of its description?, 
is universally acknowledged to be unrivalled even 
in the sacred scriptures. I have given you an 
outline of the history, that you may the more 
leadily see how the various points which I shall 
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have occasion to bring out, connect themselves 
, vi'ith it ; though I hardly need say that you will 
do yourselves great injustice, if, instead of being 
satisfied >vith any onUine, you do not study, till 
you bare rendered perfectly familiar to you, the 
original record. 

You can hardly read this narrative without 
being struck with the fact, that Joseph was often 
placed in circumstances of great peril — circum- 
stances strikingly analogous to those in which 
young men are not unfrequently placed at the 
present day. Indeed, it is in such a condition as 
this that the history first presents him to us — in 
jeopardy from the indiscreet favouritism of his 
father. It was certainly an unworthy partiality, 
which Jacob discovered towards him, in the afiair 
of the coat : it was fitted to excite not only the 
envy of his brethren but his own pride ; and if it 
did not produce the latter efiect as well as the 
former, we must attribute it to Joseph's well 
balanced character, in connection perhaps with a 
special divine interpontion in his behalf. There 
was, after all, some apology for Jacob in this 
matter ; for not only was he far advanced in life, 
but Joseph was evidently distinguished above his 
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other children, by his inteBe^wd aod motal 
endowments ; and withal he was die son of his 
beloved JKachel, who had nol been long dead, 
ftnd whose memory be still chmshed with the 
etroQgest aflfectioo. 

Many parents beside Jacob are chargeabte 
with indiscreet preferencee in the tnatment of 
their children. I will not dwell here npon thr 
evil effect that leaults to those who, like the tooa 
of the patriarch, regard themselves aa wronged 
out of the place that really belongs to them in 
the afiection of their par<»its ; but I will advert 
only to the evil that is likely to accme to those 
who are the subjects of an unreasonable partiidify 
...or rather who are the subjects of excessive 
indulgence, whether there be any preference 
manifested in respect to them or not I say^ 
then, every 3roung man who, either from having 
no parents, or from having indiscreet parents, is 
left in the enjoyment of an undue degree of 
Hberty, is in danger — imminent danger, accord- 
ing to the nature or the strength of his ruling 
passion. 

There is danger that a yoiang man, who n 
sufiered to grow up in a great measure uncon- 



trdHed, wlll^ibriii a k$kk of idleness. We do not 
find th^t children, if left to themselves, choose 
l^^pur: and where they form the habit^ it ia 
usually the result of parental instruction, ax^i 
counsel, and perhaps authority, rather than of 
their own ta^te or inclination. Yau may look all 
die WQvld over, an4 you wii) ii^, with f«w excep- 
tions, that young persons who are allowed to 
do just as they please, show themselves disposed 
to do 'very little — at least little to aay good 
purpose i and the consequence is, that, at no 
distant period, they have a confirmed habit of 
idleness which renders tibem little better than cum* 
berers of the ground. 

They are exposed also, from the. same cause, to 
neglect the culture of their minds, and thus to 
appear on the stage of life with a claim io 
respectability, and with^ means of usefulness, far 
less, than it might have been Uieir privilege to 
eQijoy. There are indeed some minds constituted 
with suoh decided intellectual tendencies, that 
they require direction merely, \vithaut any exter* 
^al exciting in^uence ; but the great ma^ of 
youthful minds will in a measure stagnate — 
certainly will not realize a legitimate develop- 

3 \ 
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ment, — unless they are quickened as well as 
guided by an influence from without You may 
see this point strikingly illustrated in almost any 
literary institution — the patient, the diligent, the 
successful students, you will generally find to be 
those who have been accustomed to the influence 
of suitable restraint ; whOe the inddent and difr^ 
graced, who hold their places by mere suflerance, 
are as generally from the ranks of thpse who anr 
leA from the beginning with little that approaches 
to parental control. I do not say that a young 
man may not evince fine powers, and yet be 
suffered even from childhood, to take his owa 
way ; and in some instances, owing to a peculiarly . 
happy mental constitution, or to a specially &vour- 
ing Providence, thcU way may prove the right one, 
and he may be early matured for extensive useful- 
ness ; but I do say that, in all ordinary cases of 
extreme parental indulgence, even the best powera 
remain i(S a great extent uncultivated ; and a dis- 
graceful ignorance is always found to hang upon 
the heels of an indolent inaction. 

Young men who are excessively indulged, are 
in danger, still farther, of contracting a habit of 
extravagance in their pecuniary expeuditures. 
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Ss^pecisrlly fe'tbis true, where the parent possesses, 
or is supposed to • possess, a large estate ; for let a 
-young man once get into his head the idea that he 
has money enough at his command, and that, 
however Qtheis may find it necessary to labour for 
a living, he has nothing to do but sit still and enjoy 
an estate made ready to hid hands — and you will 
find that, in the act of taking up this idiBa, he 
becomes a prodigal, if not a profligate. It often 
happens that this painful result is realized, where 
there is only a show of wealth without the sub- 
stance; and the poor indulged young man who 
had formed a habit of extravagance on the pre- 
sumption that his father was as rich as he seemed 
to be, is at length mortified and shocked to find 
that what he regarded substantial wealth was mere 
pretension, and that his extravagant tastes are in 
miserable keeping with what turns out to be his 
actual condition. When this unwelcome discovery 
Is made, the danger is, that, instead of leading to 
better habits, it will lead to other habits of evil, 
with a view to keep up those which have been 
already formed. 

I will only add that there is danger, from this 
source, that young men will grow up to be the 
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victims of unrestrained passioki. The passions 
eonstitute a most important part of our morat 
nature^ and if they are not feept under in the 
beginning, they will inevitably gain the ascend* 
ancy, and, at no distailt period, become die tyrants 
of the soul. Take, for instance, the passion of 
anger — or, if you please, what is commonly caHed 
spirit jn a child — let it be subject to suitable 
restraint and developed under ^e influence of 
right instruction, and there will be nothing to ba 
feared from it — it may prove an element of dig« 
nity and strength and usefulness in the future 
character. But let it be unrestrained in its exei- 
cise — let it blaze forth in foolish and violent acts 
without meeting a reproof — and you need not 
wonder if it shall mature itself by and by inle 
savage ferocity or black malignity — need not 
wonder if, even before the age of manbood has 
arrived, some desperate act shall draw after it • 
fearful punishment, to be endured in a dungeon ot 
on a gallows. 

It may occur to you that the subject of tUs 
letter might more fittingly be urged on the consid* 
eration of parents and guardians of youth, than 
of young men themselves; inannuch as the duty 
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to which it points devolves primarily . upon them. 
But let me say, if your parents err ever so much 
in this matter, you are still moral agents, and you 
have no right to be misled by them. What 
though in the weakness sometimes incident to 
parental faction, they may leave you to choose 
your own course, and may seem to take for 
granted that whatever you do, is, from the very 
circumstance of your doing it, right; — you are to 
regard this as a snare which they have uninten- 
tionally kid for you, and to beware that you fall 
not into it. If you are permitted to choose 
between idleness and activity, be active. If 
between the culture and the neglect of your 
" intellect, be studious. If between a habit of 
-economy and of extravagance, be economical. 
If between^ the subjection of your passions to 
your reason, and the domination of your passions 
oter your reason, let reason assert and maintain 
the control to which she is entitled. Remember 
that you are to fonoa a chaiacter for yourselves; 
and that you have no right to sufier even a mia- 
S^iided parental affection to stand between you 
and a virtuous, honourable, useful life. 



« 
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LETTER IL 

DANGER FROM INJURIOUS TREATMENT. 

Th3b^e is no topic with which the name of Joseph 
more immediately connects itself than this. Yoa 
have seen in the brief sketch of his life that 
has been presented, that, While be was yet a 
harmless and lovely boy, he became the object 
of envy and persecution from his brethren; — 
that they at licit formed a deliberate purpose to 
murder him, which gave way only to another 
scarcely less horrible — that of selling him as a 
slave; — that they actually did sell him into an 
ignoble bondage, with the full expectation that he 
would never meet his &ther again, and that the 
first relief which he would find from his degraded 
condition would be in the grave: — and all this, 
'* ^'^stc hfLjeraembered, for no other -ofience on his 
. letter might moie^aiaving had what his brethren 
eration of parents aim, and of being the object 
of young men themsil regard. And notwith- 
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Standing these were the most memorable acts of 
unkindness toward him of which we hare any 
knowledge, yet we find, as we adrance in his 
history, that his brethren were not alone in their 
evil treatment of him— the wife of Potiphar, 
becanse she f*und that she could not ruin him in 
one way, resolred that she would ruin him in 
another, and by a base and vindictive fabrication 
caused him, for a time, to be shut up in prison ; 
and the butler, whose anxiety he relieved by 
interpreting his dream, and who promised to use 
his influence for his being Qet at liberty, ungrate- 
fully forgot his promise, and, but for a casual 
occurrence in which the king was immediately 
interested, might never afterwards have mentioned 
Joseph's name. If, taking the whole of his life 
together, Joseph had more friends, and received 
more testimonies of favour, both pnblick and pri- 
vate, than fall to the lot of most men, it cannot 
be denied, on the other hand, that very few have 
been the objects of such marked injustice and 
persecution, especially from their own brethren. 

It would be strange, my young friends, even • 
though you may have lived but a few years in the* 
world, if your brief history does not already sup- 



m 



40 - t>i^mMA ^iiott 

ply mm» eases in whic^ you regar4 yourseWes aS 
having be^i tbe subjects of injurious tr^tment ; 
and it would be yet more strange, if this shotild 
be true of you when you reach your maturity. I 
am well aware that young men are generally too 
prone to fancy injuries where none are intended ; 
and not un.frequentiy a merely imaginary insult 
awakens a spirit of complaint or retaliation^ wbiph, 
in turn, is visited with spme substantial injury ; 
and however unjustifiable the infliction of the 
injury miiy be, the person who has needlessly and 
foolishly provoked it, must at least come in for a 
share of the guilt. ' But, leaving out of view 
these cases, there are many in which young men 
are the subjects of injurious treatment, where 
their own previous conduct has been altogether 
exemplary. Sometimes their just rights are un> 
reasonably infringed by the avarice of their 
employers ; and an amount of service is required^ 
of them which it is altogether unreasonable. — > 
perhaps impossible, that they should render. 
Sometimes their necessary wants are overlooked, 
and the pledge that has been made to their parents 
to provide for them suitable food and clothing, is 
wantonly V violated. And sometimes too their feel- 
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iftgs are continually fretted or even lacerated by a 
spirit of fault finding — when they have done their 
best, they are still met with sullen looks, if not 
with reproachful and angry words. And it is not * 
merely from those in whose service they are, that 
young men are liable to receive offensive treatment, 
but from each other also ; and perhaps the danger 
is gfeater in the latter case than in the former. 
For the fact that they are nearly of the same age, 
brings them into more immediate contact ; they 
feel a /greater freedom both in respect to their* 
words and actions ; and that which begins in 
sport often terminates in an affray. In cases of 
this kind, it usually happens indeed that the blame 
is shared by both parties ; and yet it is by no 
means uncommon for a young man to become the 
object of persecution from his fellows, without 
having given even a semblance of a cause for 
their ill will — nay, this has often occurred for no 
other reason, than that he would not be a party to 
their evil plans, or a screen to their evil deeds. 

It is proper to remark here, that there are many 
jvils to which you may be exposed from the 
injurious treatment that is exercised towards you, 
in respect to which you need give yourselves no 
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serious trouble. Tou may be cheated oat of your 

property, aod thus your means of worldly comfort 
may be greatly abridged. Your innocent and 
perhaps praiseworthy actions may be grossly mid- 
represented, and, in omsequence of this, your 
good name may, for some time, seem actually to 
lie under a cloud. You may be prerented, by 
sheer malignity, from occupying some post of 
mfiuence and usefulness, for which you have the 
most ample qualifications, and upon which your 
eye and your heart have long been fixed. Each 
of these you may regard as a serious evil — and 
so indeed it may be; and yet, after all, it is 
nothing from which, in the issue, you have any 
thing to fear. If God, in his providence, suffers 
these things to befall you, He has wise reasons 
for doing so \ and if it is not your own fault, you 
will, ere long, find occasion to rejoice in theiri. 
He has constituted things in such a manner, that, 
in all ordinary cases, the oppressor and the unjust 
man on the one hand, and the sufferer from 
oppression and injustice on the other, each finds 
his proper place, — and that too, at no distant, 
period. I could point you to many cases stri- 
kingly illustrative of this feature in the divine 
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economy ; but I will only say, if you are your- 
selves the sufferers, fear not. Wait a little, and 
in all probability the dishonour done to your 
character will be retrieved ; the darkness which 
had seemed to settle around you will pass away. 
But even if it should be otherwise — if the injustice 
ef your fellow creatures should prevail against you 
to your dying day^ — ^if you have suffered with a 
right spirit, you will find your remedy and your 
recompense then^ in the joys of a better and nobler 
existence. 

But there is another class of evils to which you 
are exposed from the injurious treatment you may 
receive, which are far more formidable, and against 
which you have reason to guard with most vigilant 
concern — evils, I mean, as connected with your 
own temper and conduct Suffer me to mention a 
few of them. 

Tour first danger on the reception of an injury, 
especially if it be an unlocked for injury, is, that 
you will become unduly excited, and in this state 
of feeling say or do things, which will at least 
require to be repented of, and possibly subject you 
to the most serious inconvenience* All this may 
foe distinct from any definite and deliberate puT* 
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even those who scrutinize your conduct the most 
closely, shall not know or suspect what is passing 
within you ; but nothiiTg can make you happy — 
nothing can save you from being wretched, till 
this enemy of your peace is efiectually dislodged. 

Remember, further, that the spirit of revenge 
never occupies the bosom alone. While it creates 
an atmosphere in which all gentle and kind and 
virtuous dispositions die^ it quickens into life 
every> latent seed of evil, and even attracts to 
itself fierce auxiliaries from the abodes of darkness. 
I do not say that a revengdul man may not play 
the hypocrite, and pass for something that he is 
not ; but I do say that, if you could penetrate the 
interior of his heart, you would find it only a 
region of darkness and storms — of thorns and 
briers, that is nigh unto cursing. 

But it is not always, nor even generally, that 
the revengeful spirit is thus kept in check: in 
most instances where it is thoroughly aroused, 
It never rests until it is satiated. Perhaps it 
breaks out at once in some desperate act, which 
meets its punishment in years spent in the peni- 
tentiary. Perhaps it seems, for the time, to take 
little note of the injury; and. months or even 
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s a channel of little good either to his 
' !r the world. 

u would avoid the evils at which I have 

•n this letter, make up your mind that you 

long escape injurious treatment of some 

md resolve that you will be governed, in 

'' it, only by those xules which Christianity 

ibes. 



LETTER III. 

DANGER FROM LIVINO AWAY FEOM HOME. 

.as the lot of Joseph, while he was yet a 
stripling, to be remov^ from beneath the 
lifui eye of his father, and to be thrown, at 
most critical period of Ufe, altogether among 
igers. Little indeed did his father imagine, 
n he sent him out to make a friendly visit to 
brethren, with a view to bring him tidings 
ncerning their weIA|i«» that st}ch was to be hia 
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lot : he expected that, in a short time, he would 
be with him again, and that he^ should have the 
privilege, for years, of exerting a direct influence 
in the formation of his character. But a resuh 
very different from this had Providence ordained. 
The separation which both Joseph and his father 
supposed would be very brief, proved to be a 
s^mration for years ; and those too, years, in 
respect to Joseph, in which a well-directed paren- 
tal influence is of the greatest moment 

Notwithstanding the circumstances in which 
the early separation of Joseph from his father 
took placCj may have never had their parallel in 
human experience, the separation itself was only 
an occurrence which is incidental to a large 
portion of our young men, several years before 
they leave their minority. Some are placed, at a 
very early period, at boarding schools, and, a few 
years later, are sent to college. Others go from 
home to learn a mechanical trade; others, to 
acquire a mercantile education ; and others still, 
to travel — perhaps with, perhaps without, a 
companion, in foreign countries. Though there 
are doubtless many cases in whi^* young men 
jeave the parental roof prematurely, or for pur- 
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Jioses wliich cannot be justified, yet it seems to be 
the ordinance of Providence that, in most case% 
after a few of their earlier years are past, they, 
should be thrown, more or less, away from home^ 
mth reference to their ulterior and permanent 
arrangements. A large proportion of those who 
faaVe passed the age of sixteen or seventeen, are in 
circumstances which make them only occasional 
visitors, rather than stated residents, at the 
domestic mansion. Without complaining of this 
arrangennent of providence— for a providentiai 
nrrangement it certainly is — I maintain that 
there are great dangers incident to it; — dangers 
against which every young man should be on hii 
guard, as he values his own best interests, and 
the hopes and the happiness of those who are most 
dear to him. 

As I suppose myself, for the present, to be 
addressing young men who either are, or are 
soon to be^ in the circumstances to which I have 
referred, let me say, in the first place, that your 
danger results, in no small degree, from the fact 
that, while the temptations which you have t4 
encounter, may generally be supposed to be 
bicreased by a residence away from home, thert 
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is a proportional diminuition of those external 
influences which are fitted to enable you to meeC 
t&em successfully. 

No situation indeed can be found, in which a 
young man will be entirely exempt from tempta- 
lion ; and yet perhaps there is none in which 
fewer temptatioiis will meet him, than that which 
he holds as the natural membef of ai^ enlightened 
and virtuous family. The mere fact of a change 
from this — of any change which he may make — 
will be likely to have in it the elements of danger ; 
for it will almost of course give some new direc- 
tion, or some new impulse, to his faculties and 
feelings ; and with the evil tendencies that belong 
to human nature, there is always a chance at least 
that it will be less for good than for evil. In 
addition to this, it is more than probable that the 
rrew circumstances into which he is thrown by the 
change, will have far more in them that will 
invite to evil than he has been accustomed to find 
ill his previous situation. Perhaps from the quiet 
of a country home he goes to reside in the city, 
where temptations of some kind or other meet 
him on every side : here especially the path ta 
yicc — the path to rinn, is bestrewed with flowers ; 
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and the danger is that he will have started in it, 
and have advanced too far to be withdrawn, 
while yet he has scarcely a conception of the 
fatal direction in which he is travelling. No 
matter what his occupation may be — whether it 
be that of a scholar, or a merchant's clerk, or an 
apprentice to a mechanic, it will have its peculiar 
temptations — temptations diftering, in sorfie re- f 
spccts, from those to which he has been previously 
accustomed. 

Now view the subject in another aspect, and 
see how the danger is heightened from the 
diminution of those influences which are fitted to 
neutrali;;e the power of temptation. There is 
nothing like a healthful domestic influence to 
gu^rd a young man from the snares that beset 
him; or, if he has begun to meditate evil, 
nothing like this to destroy the incipient purpose. 
Suppose he has yielded to temptation in a smgle 
instance — has violated the convictions of his 
conscience and the often expressed wishes of his 
parents, by sonjie evil deed which is kiK>wn only 
io hi^iself, and perhaps one or two of his asso- 
<aates^-* — do you imagine that he will be able 
to meet the eye of his parents, as if he w/ere 
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conscious of having clean hands and a pure heart?' 
Rely on it, though they, in their ignorance, may 
administer no reproof, yet his own conscience 
will speak in their behalf, and conyict him of 
monstrous filial ingratitude ; and there is some 
reason to hope that the result will be a resolute 
determination to be found no more in the path of 
the tempter. But in all ordinary cases, it is to 
be presumed that a suitable parental influence 
will prevent, in a great measure, the evil to which 
I have here referred; or, if vicious tendencies 
begin to develop themselves, that parental vigi- 
lance will be quick to discover them, and parental 
fidelity prompt and earnest to reprove and correct 
them. And besides the influence of parents, there 
is oflen the influence of other members of the 
femily, particularly of sisters, that is fitted to 

check his wayward propensities, and save him 

• 

from rushing into the haunts of vice ; for a sister's 
voice will often be heard and heeded, where any 
other voice, except that of a mother, may pleaid 
in vain. But if, as we are obliged to admit, even 
ia these most propitious circumstances, there are- 
many young men who not only betray wayward 
pendencies, but wander irrecoverably, how mucb 



AWAY FROM HOME. 53 

greater the danger, where these favouring inila- 
ences do not exist; — where the individuals are, 
in a great measure, beyond the reach of parental 
watchfulness and counsel and restraint,* — whexe 
they may yield to their perverse inclinations, and 
not be obliged, the next hour, to meet the eye 
which, of all eyes on earth, is most dreadful to a 
guilty child! Perhaps, too, they were accus- 
tomed at home to circle the altar of prayer, 
morning and evening, whereas now they may be 
cut off from this privilege also ; and who does 
not see that the very habit of mingling in such 
an exercise, even where there may be much 
less of Uie spirit of devotion than could be 
desired, is adapted to fortify the mind in some 
measure against teniptation ; and that a suddea 
transition to a prayerless domestic circle, must 
almost inevitably weaken the barriers which a 
religious education may have imposed against 
unreasonable and sinful indulgences. 

There is, also, if I mistake not, an influence 
favourable to virtuous dispositions in that intert 
change of social and kindly and aflfectionate 
feeling, that is peculiar to one's own family circle. 
This, of course, take* for granted, that the family 
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la, in some degree, what it should be — a nursery 
^ all those good affections which enter into the 
Irue idea of home; — for it is quite possible that 
a child may have s-uch a home, that the greatest 
blessing that can come to him, may be that of a 
permanent separation from it. But, where the 
members of a family cultivate toward each other 
a truly benevolent spirit, and cherish a warm 
interest in each other's happiness, and a tender 
sympathy in each other's sorrows, it is certainly a 
privilege to be one of them — not merely on 
account of the rational and elevated enjoyment of 
which each becomes a sharer, but especially on 
account of the influence which is hereby exerted 
in communicating a general refinement and eleva- 
tion to the character. But, let a young man be 
taken out of such a domestic circle, and carried 
into one to which he is in no way allied, cmd in 
which perhaps there is no interest felt in him apart 
from that which is felt in the payment for his 
board, and you see at once there is danger that his 
generous affections will soon begin to stagnate, 
and that a selfish, hot to say an unsocial, spirit will 
gradually creep over him. 

Moreover, a young man in the circumstances 
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which I am supposing, is in danger of contracting 
a false sense of independence. Hitherto he has 
always been within the reach of his mother's 
eye, or his father's hand; and perhaps he has 
never even begun to learn how to resist parental 
counsels, or break away from parental restraints ; 
and possibly it may have never occurred to him 
that he was capable of doing either. But the 
change in his condition has revealed to him his 
mistake. He finds himself with new ideas of 
liberty; and with the change in his ideas, there 
quickly comes a corresponding change in his 
conduct. He demonstrates to himself his inde- 
pendence, by treating the good principles with 
which his mind had been stored, as childish and 
unworthy prejudices. The feeling which has 
got possession of him is both unsuitable and 
unlovely; and its practical development can be 
nothing but unmixed evil. Many a parent whose 
child has returned to him ailer a temporary 
Separation, has been shocked and distressed at 
observing that in his manner which has indicated 
this painful change; and he has been afraid to 
inquire concerning the last chapter in his history, 
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leat it sho«kl be a record of evil doings that would 
stake his heart bleed. 

^ In the course of my observation, numeK>u» 
cases have occurred, which furnish a sad ilhis* 
tfatioD of the danger which it has been the design 
of- .this letter to set before you. One in particular 
occurs to me at this moment, of which I will give 
you the outline, though it is only one of a class, 
to which it would not be easy to assign a limit 
I knew a lad who entered one of our colleges, a 
few years since, at the age of fourteen, who, up 
to that period, had always been under the imme- 
diate care of his mother — a mother, eminent both 
for her intelligence and piety. He possessed 
natural attractions to which few young men, 
whom I have ever known, could lay claim. His 
form was perfect symmetry ; his countenance was 
brightness mingled with loveliness \ his voice was 
melody ; and his manners the very perfection of 
grace and beautiful simplicity. He was a fine 
scholar — equally at home in every branch .to 
which his attention was directed. And more than 
, that — he had a high sense of moral rectitude, 
and was understood to be very exact in his habits 
of devotion. But he was removed from parental 
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ioflusQce, and the shock was greater than he conld 

1 

bear. Notwithstanding vigorous efforts were made 
to save him, nothing could arrest him in the down- 
ward way. From being an example of industry, 
he soon settled into a drone ; his habit of respect- 
ful modesty gave way to a revolting impudence — 
his habit of sobriety to intemperance — his habit 
of devotion to profaneness ; and within a few 
$hort months, he was transformed into a thorough 
profligate. He was dismissed from college, as 
one whose pestiferous influence could no longer 
be tolexated ; he passed a few years as a vagabond, 
and then died a drunkard's death. While he lived 
^t home, he was an example of all that was virtu- 
ous and lovely ; but when he went/r(w» home, be 
yielded to temptation and was ruined. i 

My young friends, whom Providence has sepa- 
rated from the direct influences of a Christian 
home, let such instances as this be to you as a 
volume of warning. May God enable you . so to 
realize your dajiger, and so to act in view of it, 
that yiMT history o^ay hereafter be referred to, as 
illustrating the triumph and the rewards of virtue 
in trying circumstances. 
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LETTER IV. 

DANGER FROM LIVING IN A ' CORRUPT STATE Of 

80CIETT. 

« 

In the precediDg letter, your attention was 
directed to the peculiar temptations incident to 
the condition of Joseph, as living away from 
home, and beyond the immediate range of parental 
influence. But this was not all.' It is possible 
that a youth may leave one good home for another ] 
and however much he may lose in being beyond 
the reach of a parent's voice that used to counsel 
and instruct him, and lead him to the throne of 
the heavenly grace, that loss may, in a measure at 
least, be made up by the religious privileges 
incident to his new condition. Very different, 
however, was the case of Joseph. By the same 
course of events that separated him from the 
home of his childhood, he was thrown among 
strangers, who, at first, had no other interest in 
him than they had in any common slave ; and, 
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more than that, they were idolaters — they were 
ignorant of the God which Joseph had heen 
taught to worship, and offered their hiind and 
senseless homage to a stupid animal. And we 
may judge something of what the standard of 
morals was, by what we know of the morality of 
Pagan nations at the present day. The multitude 
were false, sensual, cruel ; and the darkness, which 
subsequently constituted one of the Egyptian 
plagues, was but a feeble representation of that 
gross moral darkness in which the land was now 
enveloped. Think of a youth, of the age of 
Joseph, being thrown into circumstances like 
t)iese, without a single friend to point him to the 
right, or to admonish him of the wrong ; and say 
whether you can conceive of a situation that sup- 
plies a severer ordeal to youthful virtue. 

And yet, this condition in its substantial features, 
is the condition of many a young man of the 
present day — some of you no doubt into whose 
hands these pages may fall, will recognize it as 
your own. In the best state of society, there is 
wickedness enough to coastitute just ground for 
watchfulness against corrupting influences; but 
t)iere are places that, are signalized by the prev^- 
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lence of vice — places in Christian countries — 
even in our own country — in which virtue can 
scarcely gain a lodgment, and scenes of base 
intrigue or reckless violence make part of the 
history of almost every day. As a general rule, 
I would say that, in the selection of a permanent 
residence) you should pay much respect to the 
consideration whether the place be characterized 
by a regard to morality and religion ; for you may 
rest assured that any pecuniary advantages which 
it may afford, will be but an ill compensation for 
the evil of being constantly subjected to a corrupt- 
ing influence. But there are cases in which 
young men have been barn in these unpropitioua 
circumstances, and it is almost a matter of course 
that they continue in them, al least during their 
earlier years. And then again, there are various 
events of providence which may occur to remove 
them from a more to a' less favoured region, to say 
nothing of the fact that they may be led to make 
such a change from conscientious t^onsiderations-— 
from a desire to place themselves in a situation 
where they may labour to the best advantage in 
the work of reformation. Where this latter motive 
operates, it maybe regardedasfurnishing, of itself, 
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some security against the influence of temptation ; 
and yet so much of weakness is there pertaining 
even to human virtue, that no individual — espe- 
cially no young man — who ventures into the 
circumstances to which I am referring, can be so 
sure that he shall stand, btit that he has good 
reason to take heed lest he fall. 

That you may be duly impressed with the 
danger that pertains to this condition, consider, in 
the first place, that it supposes the absence of those 
encouragements and restraints which belong to a 
different state of society, and in which virtue finds 
her chief support. Perhaps the sabbath, instead 
lof being regarded with the reverence which it 
deserves, is prostituted to worldly and sinful 
purposes — to purposes of gain, or amusement, or 
sensuality. Perhaps the institutions of Christianity 
do not exist at all, or exist only in name -^if there 
16 preaching, it may be ^' another gospel " that is 
preached, upon which God's blessing cannot be 
expected* to rest. And public opinion, which, 
when jMToperly directed, is mighty for good, may 
be ill directed, and therefore, instead of being a 
barrier against evil, may be a powerful auxiliary 
to it. If you are already established in the ways 
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of truth and virtue, how much aiv yon radebted- 
to the beoign iDfluencee of Christian institutioDs ; 
or if you have been preserved fr<Hn open vice, 
and have been enabled to maintain a fair moral 
character, are you sure that you would have 
attained evi^n this, independently of the thousand 
nameless influences which a pure Christianity has 
brought to bear upon you? Suppose, in either 
case, all these infiueoces had been withdrawn — 
suppose the sabbath, and the preaching of the 
gospel, and a correct public sentiment, had done 
nothing for you, in the way of restraining, or 
directing, or encouraging — who can say but that 
you, who are now walking in the comforts of the 
Holy Ghost, might have been open apostates ; and 
you who are contributing to the strength and 
happiness of society by your generally discreet 
and exemplary deportment, might have been mise- 
rable profligates or scoffing infidels ? 

But there are evil influenceji of a more positive 
kind, connected with the state of society which I 
am supposing. Particularly, there is the influence 
of corrupt example, which is alike insidious and 

deadly in its operation j ajod which, from the few 

* • - - 

checks that the existing state of things supplies, 
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IS likely to become an all pervadiDg element. A 
little reflection will discover to you the process 
by which it operates. First, the mind becomes 
familiarized to rice^ and such are the evil ten- 
dencies of our nature, that familiarity rather 
inspires attachment, than awakens disgust. The 
moral perceptions and sensibilities gradually 
become blunted \ the dread of being singular 
(grates with diminished power; resolutions of 
amendment grow weaker, and apologies are more 
readily admitted, until, at no distant period, the 
doors of the heart are thrown open to welcome 
every temptation. No one can know the power 
of this influence, who has never been exposed to 
it ; nor can any one know how much of vigilance 
and resolution are necessary to withstand it, who 

has not made the experiment. . 

- • 

I must be allowed to say, in this connection, 
that there is no species of sinful indulgence, to 
which the circun^stances which I am supposing 
more strongly solicit young men, than sensuality. 
Never was there a^ more striking illustration of 
this, than occurred in the temptation which Joseph 
had to encounter from the profligate wife of his 
master. She not only invited but urged him into 
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'^ the way to hell ^* ; aod because he resisted her 
era el solicitations, she took vengeance upon him) 
at the expense of an abominable falsehood. The 
animal appetites make part of our original consti- 
tution j and when kept in due subjection, they 
accomplish an important end ; but when they are 
suffered to act the part of tyrants, they constitut« 
a most degrading ministry in the soul, and as surd 
as the ordinance of heaven changes not, ultimately 
destroy both soul and body in hell. There is 
scarcely a vice that does not find its legitima^te 
aliment in sensuality. While, by its own direct 
influence, it changes the man into a brute, it puts 
other principles of his nature into operation, by 
means of which he becomes also a fiend. While 
I am writing this paragraph, there is the utmost 
excitement prevailing in a neighbouring city, in 
consequence of a most brutal murder that has just 
occurred as the immediate result of licentious 
indulgence ; and the hand of retributive justice 
is, at this moment, searching for the wretched 
murderer, to visit upon him the punishment which 
his crimes have merited. No language could 
adequately set forth the danger to which young 
men are exposed from the vice to which I here 
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refer. It is a subject upon which I cannot dwell; 
though I am willijDg to hope that this passing 
allusion may serve to awaken or quicken both 
your reflection and sensibility in respect to its 
importance. If other vices have slain their thou- 
sandsy it is, not too much to say that this has slain 
its ten thousands. 

And while there is much to be feared, in this 
state of things, from the general influence of evil 
example, and the frequent solicitations to criminal 
indulgence, there is perhaps scarcely less danger 
from the direct efforts that will be made to 
propagate errour, and thus to corrupt the very 
fountains of moral feeling.. Go into whatever 
place you will, where rejigion is treated with 
general neglect, and its institutions have little, if 
any thing, more than a noniinal existence, anc} 
you will find, almost of course, that there are 
veterans in infidelity as well as veterans in vice j 
and it is more than you have a right to expect, 
that men who hate the gospel should keep silence 
respecting it. The spirit of malignity in such a 
case is almost sure to find vent through the lips j 
and hence infidel arguments are framed, and 
ii^fidei jests circulated ; and whil^ there wijl be 
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many who will stand ready to do service to the 
cause according to their ability, there will be 
soine who will be regarded as oracles, or at least 
as the expounders of oracles, at whose feet the 
multitude will sit with perseyering and fatal 
docility. I have in my eye, at this moment, d 
neighbourhood with which I was familiar yedrs 
ago, where, owing to some peculiar circumstances^ 
a large part of (he popuktioh had come under a 
strangely demwalizing influence. And that was 
a soil where infidelity grew in rank luxuriance ; 
and while it was itself^ to a great extent, the 
occasion of the prevailing immorality, it repro- 
duced itself continuaHy, not only by the direct 
inculcation of its own doctrines, but by the habits 
of practical irreligion which it aimed to establish. 
Well do I remember that, while there were a score 
of people who, in their deep ignorance, could jeer 
at Christianity, and brand it as a cheat, and its 
votaries as knaves or fools, there were some., two 
or three who were regarded as the greater lights 
of infidelity, and one in particular, who greatly # 
exceeded the rest, if not in the fierceness of his 
malignity, at least in the extent of his knowledge. 
He was the acknowledged expounder of Hume 
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ind Gribbon, of Rotoseau and YoHaoe; and 
perhaps his jkvonrite aathor, after all, was Paioe ; 
"or nothing v^aa more palatable to those to whom 
"tie discoursed, ^an the Tulgar and blaspfaemooa 
.^ests which make up the ^ Age of Beason.'' 
The house of this man was the xesort of many of. 
ills neighbours, especiaiiy on ^e sabba^i; and 
not a few young men who listened to his liorrible 
teachings, became as tboroogh going infidels as 
himself. Ton can handly estimate the danger of 
living within i^ range of such an influence as this; 
and yet something at least analogous to this is 
almost sure to be ibund, where the general stand- 
ard of morality is grei^y depressed. 

It is, moreover, almoet a thing of couiee that, 
in a state of society in whidi ^.evil infiuences 
to which I iuKve aheady adverted^ exist, there 
should be the udditional evil of bad books — 
books of infidel or imnuiol tendency; For as 
this constitutes one of the most efficient instru- 
mentalities for cearupdng especially the youthful 
mind, it were not to be expected ^that those who 
are practised in this species of mischief, and who 
glory in multiplying their followers and their 
victims,' should overlook so important an auxiliary. 
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Hence we find that these men are usually on the 
alert for potting this class of books in circulation — 
books adapted to every variety of intelligence and 
taste, from the sophistry of Hume down to the 
ribaldry of Paine. Most distinctly do I recollect 
how the iodividnal to whom I have just referred, 
as bearing sueh sway in an infidel neighbourhood, 
used to avail himself of every book of evil 
tendency within his reach, in carrjring forward 
his work of corruption ; and he would even put 
them stealthily into the hands of young men, and 
request that they might be read without meeting 
the eye of their patents. And who can estimate 
the amount of evil which a bad book is adapted 
to produce ? Let it be read and relished, and it 
will be almost sure to, be read more than once-*- 
read till it has impressed itself most fully on the 
mind, and its poison has di£Rised itself ' through 
the whole moral system. And let me say, those 
are the moa dangerous books in which &lse and 
demoralizing opinions are blended with high 
literary attractions, so that the former are, in a 
great measure, concealed by the latter. Many a 
young man, in reading &e licentious productions 
of Byron, has supposed himself influenced chiefly 
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by admiration oi his exalted genius ; bat the event 
has proved that the book has permanently corrupted 
his moral sentiments, and perhaps has effected hit 
complete ruin for both worlds. 
' Perhaps there is no class in whom the social 
principle operates mor6 stroi^ly than jn young 
men. Mark it in whatever community you will — 
though the aged and the middle aged may be 
reconciled to a state of comparative seclusion, and 
may sometimes even seek it as a matter of prefer* 
ence, the young are rarely satisfied unless they are 
mingling in some kind of society. Suppose then 
that the society into which a young^man is thrown 
is extensively corrupt, while yet he is himself free 
from vicious habits, and under the general influence 
of a good education — the social principle will 
naturally lead him to look for companions ; tmd 
where there are few, if any, who have not been 
corrupted, how much danger is there that he will 
form intimacies which will work for him the most 
lasting evil. He may, at first, be shocked by their 
loose principles and vicious habits ; and he may 
resolve, from time to time, that he will never go 
beyond a certain point in conforming to their 
wi^es; butj^at no distant period, he finds himself 
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completely within their power, and perhaps with 
scarcely an effort at resistance, sorrenders himself 
to a course which must soon terminate in ruin. 

Need I say, my young friends, that if Provi* 
'dence places you in circtiimstances such as t have 
here described -^-no matter whether at home 
or abroad — you will have reasoA hr the exerciAt 
of unremitted vigilance. . Without taking heed 
to your way, continually, yoa will inevitably 
soon become the prey of the destroyer. If, on the 
other hand, you are presei'ved from the temptations 
to which such a •ondition exposes, and have your 
lot cast chiefly among the good and virtuous, be 
thankful to that Providence wkich thus highly 
favours you, and make good use of the advantages 
which it ofiers for becoming fitted for any station 
which you may hereafter be called to occupy. 
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LETTER V. 

DANGER FROM BEING SUDDENLY CAST INTO 

ADVERSITY. 

It does not appear that Joseph, previous to the 
sad visit that he' made to his brethren at Dothao, 
had had any remarkable experience of the vicissi- 
tudes of human life. He had indeed lost an 
excellent mother — and that is always a severe 
affliction ; but he was too young at the time to 
form any adequate conception of the loss; and 
no doubt his wants had all been promptly met by 
the ever vigilant care and affedSon of his father. 
But, from the hour that he parted with his father, 
or rather from the hour that he met his brethren, 
his condition underwent a strange and sad reverse ; 
misfortune followed in the track of misfortune, 
till it seemed as if malignity and cruelty had 
exhausted themselves in the effort to render him 
unhappy. How different was the meeting which 
)ie had with bis brethren from that which he had 
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anticipated f Instead of being received by them 
with open arms, as he had a right to expect, the 
first view .which they caught of him in.the distance 
was a signal for concerting a plan to take his life. 
What must have been his emotions when he found 
that the spirit of murder had got possession of 
their hearts, and that the majority . of them were 
actually in favour of shedding his blood ! What 
a moment must that have been when he was cast 
into the pit, and afterwards when he was sold as 
a slave, and was carried away he knew not 
whitha?, with no other prospect than that of 
perpetual bondage 1 As he reverted to the 
quiet and peaceful scenes in which he had so 
lately mingled with his much loved father, and 
then reflected on the treachery and cruetty which 
had been exercised towards him by his brethren ; 
as he thought of the suspense and anguish to 
which his -father must be subjected in consequence 
of his not returning to him, and of the depri- 
vations and sufferings which, in all probability, 
awaited himself as a slave, we cannot doubt that 
his heart must have been pierced by the keenest 
agony. And subsequently to this period, you 
reiTiei^ber th^t he suffered again in consequence of 
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the false and cruel representations of au abandoned 
woman, and actually lay in prison until God, by 
a special providence, interposed for his rescue. 
Considering the severity of the afflictions to which 
Joseph was subjected, and the suddenness of his 
transition from prosperity to adversity, you cannot 
fail to perceive that he was placed in -circumstances 
of great jeopardy ; and it must have been no 
Qidinary strength of virtue that could have enabled 
him to maintain his integrity and innocence. 

There are many young men, whose condition, 
in its general features, is represented by this story 
of the afflictions of Joseph ; for though their 
trials are not of the same kind with his, yet they 
are often both severe and unexpected. For 
instance, a young man, at an early period of his 
education, loses his parents, and henceforward is 
without any near friend to whom he can look 
either for support or counsel. Another, who 
had supposed himself an heir to a large estate, 
suddenly finds out that he is pennyless. Another 
has commenced business with flattering prospects, 
and has no doubt of being able to earn for himself 
a handsome living, when some accidental oversight, 
or some unexpected change in the times,, sweeps 
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away whatever he has accumulated, and iearM 
him, with a burden of debt resting upon him, to 
begin the worki anew. And yet another is disap- 
pointed in respect to a matrimonial connection : 
some attractive female has gained bis heart, and 
has perhaps rashly, perhaps deceitfully, promised 
him her hand ; and it may be, after his plans for 
fife have been modified with reference to thi« 
engagement, and every thing has been made ready 
lor the joyful consummation, she finds out, in » 
moment of caprice, that he is not the man that 
she loves best; and away she flies to try the 
strength of her fascinations upon another. Toil 
need not smile at my putting this down, in the 
list of a young man's afflictions } for, though il 
is a matter about which some will knrgb, and 
almost all will be sparing of their pity, I hare no 
doubt you will think, if you ever happen' to have 
the experience, that it deserves not only a place 
on the list, but a place much nearer the head of 
it, than you had ever imagined. 

The nature of the danger to which you are 
exposed, must of course depend on the kind of 
affliction which you are called to suffer. But a sad 
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reverse of any kind, especially if it occur suddenly, 
cannot fail greatly to jeopardize your character. 

Tbere is danger, if you are tlie subject of any 
great and un]ooked for afHiction, that, instead of 
rousing the energies of your nature, and invoking 
the proffered aids of divine grace to sustain you 
under it, you will yield to discouragement and 
despondency, and thus cheat yourself out of much 
enjoyment, and the world out of much useful 
service. If your earnings, however small, are all 
suddenly swept from you, you are in danger of 
aaying to yourself that you have no encouragement 
(o labour, and that you will attempt it no more, as 
whatever you may accumulate will be sure, ia 
some way or other, to escape ,from you, If^ 
instead of inheriting a large estate, as you had 
expected, you find yourself left in absolute indi- 
gence — here again, how liable will you be to 
jsink into an irresolute habit of feeling, and to 
make up your mind that you cannot labour for a 
living, even though your living should come from 
the charity of the world. I have in my eye at 
this moment a young man who has been suddenly 
plunged into deep adversity, not by his own fault, 
hut through the righteous providence of Ood* 
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Mid, for the (ff^esent, he refuses to be comfbrtodT 
by any oonsideratioa druwn fiom earth or Heaven ; 
and, unless the state of his mind shall soon undergo 
an important change, I greatly fear that he will 
become the subject of a permanently despondiBg^ 
and morbid habit, which may afiect his happiness 
and usefulness for fife. 

There is danger also, that the intoxicating cup 
may be resorted to by young men, as the remedy 
lor severe trouble; especially where trouble 
is intimately connected with mortification or 
remorse. If you fancied yourself rich and find 
that you are poor ; if yon had fair prospects of 
succeeding in your business, and had expressed a 
confident persuasion of | your success, and are 
disappointed, after all; if you had made youir 
arrangements for becoming the head of a family, 
and those arrangements are suddenly defeated by 
duplicity or capjrfce ;-'^ notwithstanding there 
may be npthitig in either case that ought 
to wound your conscience or your character, 
yet it is more tha,n probable you will be stung 
with a sense of mortification. And how shall 
the effect of the disappointment be neutralized, 
g^nd your accustomed spiijit an4 resolution restored 
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to you? Many a young man, in these circum- 
. stances, has practically answered this question, by 
jresorting to the inebriating cup ; and what, at 
first, was taken as an opiate for an uneasy and 
distressed mind, comes, at no distant period, to 
be used to satisfy a diseased and deadly appetite. 
Better a thousand times that trouble should crush 
you into the dust — even into your grave, than 
that it should originate a habit, which, unless it be 
eradicated, must inevitably destroy you, not only 
for the life that now is, but for that which is to 
come. 

There is danger, especially where the affliction 
consists in some sudden reverse in pecuniary 
matters— in being plunged in a moment from a 
state of supposed prosperity into indigence — 
there is danger that fraudulent and even desperate 
means will be resorted to, either to avert the evil 
as it appears in prospect, or to repair the loss 
when it has been actually incurred. A young 
man, when he sees a cloud gathering that 
threatens his best earthly prospects, has the 
strongest inducements to do his utmost to escape 
the impending storm ; or, when he Ends himself 
actually suffering the worst evils that he had 
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feared, how nataral that he should nerve himself 
for some great effort to regain his lost posses- 
sions ; and, in either case, how strong will be the 
temptation, especially to an ambitious spirit, even 
to compromise the great principles of rectitude, 
■and make shipwreck of a good conscience, if the 
desired end may thereby be gained. It is quite 
possible that a young man may have always 
maintained an uncorrupted integrity, and never 
dreamed that he was capable of forfeiting it 
tmder any circumstances, up to the time that such 
a temptation as I have described presented itself; 
and then he may have learned, for the first time, 
that he was capable of being a knave. His 
principles of honesty . were strong enough for 
ordinary circumstances; but when the question 
that presented itself to him involved the alterna- 
tive whether he should submit to poverty or yield 
up his integrity, — he may have perhaps hesitated 
— he may have done it anxiously and tremblingly, 
but he did it — he renounced the character of an 
honest man. « 

I will only add that young men, in common 
with persons of every age, are in danger of 
perverting their afflictions to cherish a complaining 
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Spirit against the providence of Qod. If God 
sends you afflictions — no matter what kind they 
may be — he has some benevolent purpose in 
sending them ; — he designs, by means of them, to 
prepare you for greater usefulness, and ultimately 
for greater enjoyment " It is good for a man," 
says Solomon, ''that he bear the yoke in his 
youth ;" and wherever afflictions, in the morning 
of life, are rightly improved, they always impart 
a mellowness, a dignity, an elevation to the 
character, which you look for in vain, where no 
4 other influence has been exerted than that of 
H prosperity. But an impatient and complaining 
r spirit will not only effectually prevent you from 
realizing these beneficial results, but will render 
your character increasingly unlovely in the eyes 
of both God and man. It will moreover constitute 
the worst possible preparation for other scenes of 
trial which may await you in subsequent life, and 
if it grows into a habit, will oppose a formidable 
obstacle to all those means and influences which 
are designed to prepare you for a better world. 

That you may escape the evils which I have 
mentioned, and all other evils to which sudden 
affliction may expose you, let me urge you to 
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recognize a divine proTidence in every trouble 
that comes upon you, and endeavour to codperate 
with God for the accomplishment of its legitimate 
purpose in purifying and elevating your character. 
Never seek to avoid an affliction by any means 
which a properly enlightened conscience will not 
justify ; and never be satisfied, if, in the review 
of an affliction, you do not find yourself better 
fitted for future duties and trials, than you were 
before you endured it 



LETTER VI. 

DANGER FROM BEING ENTRUSTED WITH THE 
INTERESTS OF OTHERS. 

I HAVE directed your attention, in preceding 
letters, to the conditibn of Joseph deprived of his 
liberty, and subjected to foreign caprice and 
dictation. But I come now to present him before 
you in a different attitude. Notwithstanding he 
has been sold as a slave, he is not destined long 
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to be treated as a slave. His winning manners, 
his obliging disposition, his exemplary fidelity, 
and his uncommon tact, all combine to recommend 
him to some station above that of a common 
servant He was soon appointed by his master 
the overseer of his house ; and as his master 
was a man in authority — the captain of the 
king's guard, this must have been a place of 
no inconsiderable responsibility. It is true that 
he lost this place shortly after, by the cruel 
misrepresentations of Potiphar*s wife; but as he 
was accused falsely, he quickly came ou( from 
under the cloud, and was advanced to a place of 
much/ more importance than that from which he 
had been ejected. In consequence of his wise 
interpretation of Pharaoh's dream, which was of 
vital importance to the prosperity of the country, 
Pharaoh was pleased to constitute him the chief 
officer in the land ; and, accordingly, after having 
invested him with the appropriate badges of 
authority, he issued his mandate to all his people, 
to treat him with the reverence to which his 
character and office entitled him. Joseph had 
indeed, by this time, advanced to what we should 
now consider middle age; but, considering the 

6 
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greater length of human life at that period, he 
could be regarded, even at the time when he 
reached his greatest elevation, as only approaching 
his meridian. It will occur to you, at once, that 
it was a perilous situation in which he was now 
placed; and that, before the experiment had 
resulted, there was much reason to fear that the 
quick transition from being a slave to an overseer, 
and then from being imprisoned as a malefactor to 
being made governour of the whole land, would 
turn out to be not only disastrous to himself, but 
adverse to the interests of those under whom he 
acted, as well as of those who were subjected to 
his control. 

But Joseph is not the only young man, who is 
placed in circumstances of jeopardy, from being 
charged with the interests of others. The most 
important places, especially of publick responsi- 
bility, are not usually occupied by young men ; 
and yet the greater portion of young inen have 
some other concerns than their own to manage ; 
and sometimes they are charged with matters that 
have a most important bearing on the prosperity 
of individuals, and even of the publick. A young 
man is commissioned to go abroad (o transact 
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biumess of great moment for a mercantile honae ; 
and he may have it in his power greatly to pro- 
mote its prosperity, or to bring upon it extreme 
embarrassment, or even absolute ruin. Another 
is employed as a clerk — perhaps a head clerk, in 
aome great mercantile or manufacturing establish- 
ment: his employers confide to him all their 
great pecuniary interests — he has a hand even 
upon the \ery sources of their prosperity. Another 
occupies the responsible place of a teacher of 
youth, and thereby has committed to him, in a 
great degree, the formation of the character of his 
pupils, and the consequent happiness of their 
parents,, and the well being of society. And yet 
another gains some responsible appointment under 
the government of the state or the nation, and 
possibly, in spite of his youth, may sometimes 
have the ear of those whose influence is directly 
felt to the extremities of the land. In these and 
various other situations in which young men are 
placed, though there are great opportunities for 
usefulness, there are also some great temptations 
to evil. There is danger not only that the interests 
committed to them will sufier, but also that they 
will do irreparable injury to themselvea Let me 
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direct your attention to two or three of the promi- 
nent sources of danger. 

There is danger from neglect. There ' is no 
post of duty which can be successfully occupied 
by an individual who takes little or no interest in 
it. Its duties may indeed be very light, and it 
may require but a small portion of one's time to 
discharge them; but, after all, if there is no 
interest felt in them, light as they are, they will 
be almost sure either to be entirely neglected or 
very imperfectly performed. If you go abroad 
on a mercantile agency, professedly to look after 
the interests of your employer, and yet do not, in 
some measure, make his interests your own, it is 
quite as likely that your agency will embarrass, as 
that it will benefit him. Or, if you are a clerk, 
and look upon every service that devolves upon 
you, as a burden to be submitted to, rather than 
as a duty to be cheerfully performed, you will 
probably entirely omit many things which you 
ought to do, and only imperfectly do those which 
you attempt: thus the accounts of the establish- 
ment may be irregularly kept, opportunities for 
advantageous sales may be needlessly lost, and 
both the reputation and prosperity of the house 
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may rapidlydeciine. Or, if you are a teacher, 
and think of nothing hut your saJary or your ease, 
your pupils, instead of reaping the legitimate 
benefits of sound anci wholesome instruction, will 
almost of course contract bad habits both intellec- 
tual and moral ; and not improbably their parents 
may discover, when it is too late ' to remedy the 
evil, that their children have been only acquiring 
an education for an unprofitable and wretched 
life. Mere neglect in a teacher of youth, without 
any positive intention to do wrong, may occasion 
evils which no subsequent training either of parents 
er teachers, will be able to cure. And so also in 
places of civil trilst — places, it may be, not 
greatly elevated, but yet connected either with 
the state or national government — an indifferent 
habit of mind — a mere want of interest in the 
appropriate duties of the station, may bring aAer 
it consequences of the most serious and ruinous 
import. 

It were well if there were no danger in the 
oase I am supposing, except from neglect ; but 
sad experience shows that here also are tempta* 
tions to dishonesty, which, alas ! with melancholy 
frequency, prove too powerful to be resisted. I 



80 BANGER FROM BEING EKTEUtlSd 

might specify eases almost without Dumber im 
which youDg men have been sent out by their 
employers to gather in debts, and some in which 
they have been employed as agents for benevolent 
institutions, in which they have proved recreant 
to all the claims of honesty, and have run of^ 
appropriating to themselves the whole amount 
of their collections. But I would direct your 
attention here more particularly to the case of a 
merchant's clerk — of a young man who goes 
into a counting-house with a view to acquire a 
commercial education. It is quite possible that 
he may have had the obligations of truth and 
integrity inculcated upon him from his earliest 
years, and his conduct may never have betrayed, 
even to the most scrutinizing observer, the least 
delinquency on this subject But the secret of 
this may be, that he has never yet been subjected 
to any great temptation. Perhaps he is placed in 
circumstances in which vice solicits with greater 
power than at any previous period of his life ; 
and first he is brought into the attitude of dallying 
with the tempter, and finally he determines to~ 
yield. But the class of vicious indulgences to 
which he is tempted are expensive — at the ciose v. 
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of a midnight revel there is a bill to be paid ; and 
yet his parents hare provided him with money 
only to meet his necessary expenses. He casts 
about him for some additional means; and it 
occurs to him that there is plenty of money in Ae 
drawer of his employer ; "and that he may venture 
secretly to borrow a little to be replaced the 
moment that his funds are a little replenished. 
He borrows again and again, making himself easy 
in the reflection that he fully intends to pay, 
though he becomes less and less scrupulous in 
regard to the time of payment Meanwhile he 
keeps no account of what he takes, and is more 
than willing to be ignorant of the extent of his 
) obligation. But, at no very distant day, he gives 

up the idea of replacing what he withdraws, 
and agitates in his mind anodier question — to 
what extent he can proceed without too much 
danger of detection? As he makes progress in 
vice, especially if he be addicted to gaming, his 
wants proportionally increase ; and in the same 
proportion, he becomes adventurous in his frauds. 
By some unexpected means, he is at length found 
out: if he gets timely warning, perhaps he 
escapes the hand of justice ; or, perhaps before he 
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kM mipected ihe daoger of apprehension, tiie 
magistrate has diown him his warrant for remov- 
ing him from the oonnting-house to the prison. 
And this may be the beginning of an exile for 
many years from all socie^ except that of felons 
— from all privileges except those which can be 
enjoyed in a dungeon. It is unnecessary that I 
should point to particular cases to illustrate what 
I have here said i for I am sure yoor own recol- 
lection will supply you with some in which you 
will recognize the most painful features to which I 
have adverted 

There is danger, moreover, in certain cases, 
that there will be an abuse of authority to purposes 
of excessive lenity on the one hand, or of down- 
right tyranny on the other. You are entrusted 
with the management of some large establishment, 
and it devolves on you to see that all who are 
below you are actively and industriously occu- 
pied, while yet they are not tasked beyond 
reasonable bounds. Now you may do great 
injustice to those who employ you, by conniving 
at the indolence or carelessness of those whom 
you are required to look after; or you may be 
no less' unjust to them on the other hand by .{ 
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cieacting of them a greater amount of labour thfta 
Ikey can reasonably be required to perforin. Or 
you are engaged in the business of teaching youth 
— you virtually yield up your authority by 
teaving them to take their own way'; or else 
you task them so severely, or meet them with so 
little eacouragemeat, that they grow weary and 
disheartened, and avail themselves of the first 
opportunity to escape from your control. I have 
known children of at l^ast an ordinary degree of 
promise, who, by reason of the injudicious treatr 
ment they have recei^red from their teachers;, 
have had the development of their faculties most 
unreasonably checked, and have borne witness 
fo the evil which they have suffered, to the close 
oS life. 

You cannot, my young friends, estimate the 
importance of the subject of this letter so highly 
as it deserves. I pray you to hold it to your 
minds, till you are brought fully to realize your 
danger, and you feel that you have the strength 
requisite to meet it successfully. Whether the 
interests with which you are charged are greater 
or less, guard them just as sacredly, aim to 
promote them just as carefully, as if they were 
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•xclo^Yely jonr own. Nay, hesitate not tm 
submit to great inconTenience, rathei than erea 
appear to be unfaithful in respect to any truaS 
that has been committed to jpou. Be as cautiouB 
as you will) how you assume responsibilities ; but 
when assumed, sooner part, with your right araiy 
than trifle with Ihem. Act up fully to all your 
promises — to all that can reasonably be expected 
of you. And remember that the least tendency 
that you discorer in yourself to depart from thia 
rule points with ominous foreboding — perhaps t» 
the life of a vagabond — perhaps to the dungeon' 
of a felon. 



LETTER VII. 

BANGER FROM COMING INTO POSSESSION OF GREAT . 

WEALTH. 

It does not follow, as a matter of course, in these 
days, that because a man occupies a station of 
great influence in society, he should have great 



worldly possesions ; for nothing is more common 
llifln for an individual to hold one of the higheol 
^st6 of civil authority, to have the control, to a 
'great extent, of the publie treasury, and to hare 
-a hand, more or less directly, on the springe of 
national prosperity, and yet to have little or no 
property that is, strictly speaking, his own. But 
^is does not seem to have been the ease with 
Joseph. The constitution of society, at the period 
in which he lived, identified his exaltation to the 
office of govOTnour with the greatest afiiuence; 
Hand &e manner in which he provided for his 
fathei% family, shows that die most ample 
resources were at his command. And the eleva- 
tion from poverty to wealth was as sodden as can 
well Ire imagined ; kfc the goirernour was made out 
of the prisoner, just as quickly as the prison dress 
could be tdtken off and the robes of ofiice put on. 
But a few years before, Joseph was a poor boy, 
with .only the comforts and the prospects of a 
slave; and though his prospects had at one time 
been brighter, yet they had become overcast again, 
and he was actually imprisoned, on a false accu- 
sation, as a felon; but, in a moment, like the 
sun suddenly emerging from a dark cloud, he is 
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placed in a sittnttion in which the laat vestige of 
poverty retires from him, and the treasures of 
£gypt are all jnit at his disposal. It was a 
situation fraught wi^ imminent danger — danger 
not only irom the authority that was committed to 
him, but from the wealth Mrhich was its necessary 
accompaniment 

There are various ways in which it happens 
to many young men of the present day to be 
suddenly elevated to great affluence. This occurs 
firequently through the ordinary channel of infafir<* 
itance : the individual, finds himself rich, because 

his parents were rich before him, and as thej 

• 

have been renM)ved by death, the estate, as a 
matter of course, falls into his hands. In thj» 
case, there is no sudden diange experienced \ for 
the young man had always been surrounded wi& 
elegances and luxuries, and had always known 
that he was the lawful heir to the estate, whenever 
the decease of his parents should occur. But it 
sometimes happens that a large fortune is be- 
queathed to a youth, who had always been poor, 
by some individual from whom he had ne right to 
expect any legacy at all : possibly while he is 
hard at work at some mechanical trade, which 
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famishes him only the means of a scanty sub- 
sistence, his eye rests on a paragraph in the 
newspaper, announcing that some one — perhaps 
on the other side of the ocean -^ has mentioned 
his name in his will, in a way that elevates him 
at once to a place among the richest men in the 
community. And there are other cases still in 
which young men suddenly emerge from poverty 
to wealth, by means of some fortunate speculation 
-—possibly by the drawing of a prize in a lottery, 
or by a great and unlooked for rise in the value of 
the little property which they have acquired, or 
by some other eircumstaaice which they had never 
-contemplated as possible, until it actually occurred. 
Let the property have been acquired in whatever 
manner it may, [ will endeavour to show you that 
^e mere possession of it, however it should be 
regarded as a blessing to be borne in grateful 
remembrance, may nevertheless prove a snare 
from which, if you once fall into it, you may not 
easily extricate yourself. 

What then are some of the dangers to which 
young men are peculiarly exposed from coming 
into the possession of extensive riches? 

There is danger that they will form a habit of 
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indolence — indolence as it respects both the body 
and the mind. I have adverted to this subjeA 
already in what 1 have said respecting excessive 
parental indulgence ; but it is too important to be 
entirely passed over in the present connexion. 
Nothing is more certain than that the mind is 
constituted with such tendencies, aa to require 
some powerful influence from without to keep it 
active; and there is no influence more efiectrv^ 
than that which results fi'om necessity; and no 
necessity more imperious than that which is iden- 
tified with the means of our present subsistence. 
If a young man has never formed the habit of 
applying his faculties in any useful w^y, the feet 
of his being able to live without exertion, will in 
all probability prevent his ever forming such m 
habit ; or if he actually does form it, it will be m 
wonderful triumph of the better ]»inciples of his 
nature. If, on the contrary, he has already 
become an active young man, under the influence 
of the conviction that he must labour for his 
sustenance -^though it may be more easy to 
continue the habit of activity than it would be to 
form it anew, — yet there is great danger that 
the shock occasioned by the discovery that he 
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18 independent, may cause a general listless- 
ness to come over him, fatal alike to his 
reputation and usefulness. These are evils, you 
will observe, not essentially incident to the case 
of which I am treating; — for if they were so, 
your duty, not less than your interest, would 
require thai you should never, in any circum- 
stances, consent to possess a large estate ; whereas 
a large estate rightly used is certainly a great 
blessing ; — but, after all, they are evils which so 
frequently occur, that you cannot guard against 
them with too scrupulous vigilance. Remember 
that man answers the end of his existence, just in 
proportion as' his faculties are brought into action 
in the right way ; and whatever is suffered to 
operate as a clc^ to their exercise, is an occa- 
sion of Bvil which you cannot now adequately 
estimate. 

The spirit to which I have here referred, once 
fully imbibed, is a fruitful soil of evil afiections 
and evil habits ; for it is a rare thing that you seo 
indolence, whether associated with wealth* or 
poverty, without seeing other vices of a more 
positive character clustering around it. Intern* 
perance and sensuality particularly are vf ry likely 
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to be its concomitants ; and along with these often < 
come scenes of turmoil and violence, the report of 
which brings out the energies of the law. Young 
men, who have great estates, often feel as if the 
law is not made for such as themselves, and imagine 
that their wealth will secure to them an exemption 
from its penalty ; but they soon find out to their 
cost that the law asks no other question concerning; 
them, than whether they are offenders ; and that 
^ the rich and the poor meet together " before the 
tribunal of their country, as well as in the grave. 
There is a tradition, which I believe is quite 
authentic, that the late king of England, when he 
was in this country, soon after he emerged from 
boyhood, fell into a spree in the city of New- 
York, with some of his companions, and was 
arrested by the civil authority and shut up in a 
guard-house. He was a king's son, and destined 
to be a king himself, and his inheritance, so far as 
property was concerned, was to be that of a royal 
prince ;•• — and doubtleiss this very circumstance 
might have emboldened him to the riotous act for 
which he was arrested ; but it turned out that he 
was a subject of law in common with the most 
vulgar o&nder. 
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Wheire these greater excesses are noC realiae^d 

^s the consequence of a young man's beinf 
elevated to great wealth, there are often other^ 
evils which, if less flagrant in their bearing on 
the general interests of society, have scarcely a 
less injurious efifect on the individuals themselves 
' — I refer especially to the spirit of ostentation 
and luxury — to every thing that is included in 
the pride of life. How common is it for young 
men, tovwhom Providence has given great wealthy 
to practise the greatest extravagance in" respect 
to their . establishments— their dwelling, their 
furniture, their equipage, their general mode of 
living ; imagining that this is not only the way 
to enjoy life best, but to secure for themselves 
the most enviable reputation ! But the common 
sense of the world, and even their own common 
sense, if they would bring it into exercise, is 
against them. In the first place, there is nothing 
in all this that meets their nobler desires; — and 
more than that — familiarity leads to satiety, and 
satiety produces disgust. A "small proportion of 
the expense which they actually incur, would 
procure for them all the real comforts which 
they enjoy ; and the balance is much worse than 

r 
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thrown away; — for h only mingles neutraliziiigf'^ 
If not absolutely bitter, ingredients in their t;up^ 
And then what is the effect upon others 1 A few 
may indeed be weak enough to envy soch a person^ 
and his condition may be conformed to their 
very ideal of human happiness ; but those whose 
opinion is of any Talue^ will pity him as a poor, 
weak, Tain young man. Eren if he actually 
possesses some estimable q^ualities, they will be 
thrown not a little into the shade, by being 
associated with this miserable passioo for worldly 
splendour. 

But it is possible that a young man may possest 
great wealth, and may not be liable to the imps- 
iation even of extravagance — he may do nothing 
more than live in a style which his property 
justifies, and his standing in V)ciety requires ; and 
yet, after all, he may be deeply injured by hi6f 
wealth — he may. be, in the worst sense, a yictini 
to it. For he may be proud of his great posses- 
sions, even when his pride does not take the form 
.of ostentation ''— especially he may be proud <tf 
his reputation in the community as a rich man — 
pro^d of the respect and influence which his 
ticbes procure for him in the circle in which he 
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moves. . He may accumalate upoQ himself tbn 
guilt of turning away from the supplications of 
the needy, or of refusing to aid in the extensioa 
of the gospel, when the most abundant means for 
meeting these demands are within bis reach. He 
may lose sight of his dependance on God, and 
refuse to acknowledge his providence in his 
taunificent giits, and settle down, to all intents 
and purposes, into a practical atheist. Indeed 
his heart may become as hard as the nether mill 
stone, and the prospect of aa aggravated ooadem- 
natioQ may opea beibre him, by reason of the 
abuse of his wealth; while many a young man 
who has not been set in such a slippery place, is 
cultivating, under a different influence, benevolent 
and generous dispositions, and is sustained by the 
prospect of a glorious reward. 

As an antidote to the dangers which I have 
brought to your consideration in this letter, let 
me entreat you to guard against the illusive glare 
f>f wealth. Remember that all the wealth of the 
world could never render you happy; — for this^ 
obvious reason -=rr that your Creator designed that 
you should find your highest happiness in nobler 
objects. Remember that you - hold your weaitk 
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•• stewards; and that, however yoa may forget 
jfoor character in this respect, another day will 
eonyince you of its reality. Remember, in short, 
that wealth is a blessing or a curse, as it is used 
lor good or perverted to evil Ponder that mo- 
mentous problem which fell from the lips of the all 
wise and ail gracious Saviour — '^ What shall it 
profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul ?" 

I here conclude what 1 had designed to say in 
respect to the dangers to which yonng men are 
exposed, as suggested by the history of Joseph ; 
and, in my oext letter, shall proceed to another 
branch of my general subjects — viz. the various 
praiseworthy qualities which were developed in 
Joseph's character, and which are worthy not only 
to be venerated but imitated, by every young 
man. 



PART II. 

CHARACTER TO WHICH YOUNG MEN 
SHOULD ASPIRE, 



LETTER VHL 



INTEGRITY, 



I HAVE presented Joseph before you in various 
circumstances of temptation, and have shown you 
that, in each of the different situations in which 
he was placed, his experience was not unlike that 
which fails to the lot of many young men at the 
present day. Having considered the dangers to 
which he was exposed, I wish now to direct your 
attention to the spirit in which he encountered^ 
them : in other words, to bring before you the 
leading features of his character, as they are 
developed in his history. 
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And here, before I proceed to notice the 
|>articular qualities of which the character of 
Joseph was made up, it is proper that I should 
premise that his noble and yirtuops dispositions 
all had their origin in true religion. We hare 
indeed no account of the time or the manner in 
which he became religious; but it is reasonable 
to infer from the, inspired narrative, either that he 
was sanctified from his birth, or that divine grace 
wrought effectually on his heart in early child- 
hood, through the in^uence of parental fidelity. 
For, to say nothing of the fact that he was 
divinely honoured by prophetic dreams while he 
was a mere child, every thing that is recorded of 
his earlier years, evinces the clean heart and the- 
right spirit ; and the same principle which marked 
his first developments of character, waxed stronger 
and stronger, till his character was matured by 
manhood, and finally sealed by death. 

It may possibly occur to you. to inquire how far 
the religion of Joseph was the same with that 
which it is the design of these letters to urge upon 
yaw — in other words, how far the patriarchal 
religion was identical with Christianity. I reply, 
they are the same in substance — the only difier- 
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ence is, that the one is a less complete, the other 
a more complete deyelopment. The religion of 
the patriarchs differs essentially from the religion 
of nature in this — that, while the latter recognizes 
man in an unfallen state, and therefore not requiring 
the interposition of a Mediator, the former regards 
him as a sinner, and includes the great principle of 
salvation by grace. This principle is. inde^ only 
dimly shadowed forth, when compared with the 
clearness of subsequent dispensations ; but still it 
is there ; and it is justly as truly the distinguishing 
principle of the patriarchal as of the Christian 
system. And there is the same substantial identity 
in respect to the duties which the two systems 
inculcate. They both diiSer from natural religion 
in that they require duties corresponding to the 
new relations into which men are brought by the 
mediatorial economy; but they harmonize with 
natural religion in requiring a perfect character ; 
and they differ from each other only in the different 
degrees of responsibility, consequent on the differ* 
ent degrees of light, which they respectively 
involve. The religion which made Joseph what 
he was, is, to ail praetical purposes, the same 
which must constitute the basis of every truly 
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▼iituous character now ; though you must not foil 
to hear in mind that a hrighter light than Joseph 
ever heheld, shines around ytm ; and that '^ unto 
whomaoever much is given, of him will he much 
required." 

Having said thus much in regard to the ruling 
principle of Joseph's life — the stock on which his 
good qualities were all engrafted, I beg now to 
call your attention to those qualities somewhat in 
detail ; and the first on which I purpose to dwell 
is that which is indicated by the title of this 
letter — integritt. 

Joseph's sterling int^^rity came out in all the 
conduct of his life. It was manifest in the manner 
in which he discharged all his personal and official 
duties ; but was never more strikingly displayed 
on any occasion, than that on which he resisted 
the wiles, of a base woman, at the expense of 
being shut up in a dungeon. But that you may 
form a suitable estimate of the importance of this 
virtue, allow me to dwell a little upon its nature^ 
and the elements of which it is composed. 

Lnteoiutt literally signifies soundness — as used 
figuratively, it denotes fitonU rectitude. And yet 
this definition, in its application to man in his 
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present state, requires to be guarded and limited ^ 
for there is no man whose actions, intentions, 
feelikigs, are all conformed to the perfect standard 
of God's law, as were those of our first parents 
before the fall. In the present state of human 
nature, every man who has not been the subject 
of a spiritual renovation, is under the controlling 
influence of a corrupt heart ; and even those on 
whom the renovating process has passed, are still, 
to an extent, heirs of corruption and children of 
disobedience. Even such a man as David had 
constant occasion to mourn over his iniquities; 
and Paul, eminent as he was for his devotedness 
to Christ, complained of a law in his members 
warring against the law of his mind, and bringing 
him into captivity to the law of sin and death. 
Neither David nor Paul then was upright in the 
same sense that Adam was, or that glorified saints 
in Heaven now are. It is only in a modified 
sense that this word can be considered as 
describing the characters of even the best men on 
earth. What then are the elements of Christian 
integrity ? 

It has its beginning in a correct moral discern* 
ment — ^in thnt state of the mind that renders it 
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susceptible of clear perceptions of right and 
wrong. No doubt it is much easier, in most 
cases, to know the right than to do it ; and yet, 
such is the influence of deprayity upon our whole 
moral constitution, t^t we are exceedingly prone 
to err eren in our moral judgments. There is 
the influence of selfishness, of prejudice, of pas* 
sion, of example, which operates to bring a film 
over the eye of the mind, or at least so to impair 
the moral vision that its views become distorted 
and false. Hence we read of those who call evil 
good, and good evil; who put sweet for bitter 
and bitter for sweet. And hence we find the great 
apostle declaring in reference to himself previous 
to his conversion, — ^^ I verily thougiit with myself 
that 1 ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth.'' Aud the same 
thing, substantially, we see passing in the world 
every day. There are some men who, by a long 
course of flagrant vice, seem to have lost all moral 
discernment, their consciences being absolutely 
seared ; while there are many others of whose 
general character we may judge favourably, who 
yet, through some unhallowed influence, become 
strangely blinded to the right in respect to some 
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particular subject, and perhaps are carried fc 
away from the path of duty, while they are not 
conscious of having forsaken it at all. But 
inasmuch as man is a moral agent, he is respon- 
sible for this state of mind by which he is misled : 
he is bound to resist all those influences by which 
his discernment of truth and duty is liable to be 
impaired. And it is only in proportion as a man 
does resist these influences that he can be said to 
he upright. It can never be an apology for one's 
doing wrongs that he thiiiks he is doing right, so 
long as God has constituted him with the power 
of judging correctly, and he has voluntarily 
sacrificed this high prerogative of his nature 
to the indulgence of depravity. I repeat then, 
integrity has its beginning in a correct moral 
discernment. 

This however is onlif, its beginning ; for it 
implies also a disposition to act in accordance 
with right views, or to carry out correct moral 
judgments into the life; It is no uncommon thing 
for persons to fly in the face of their own honest 
convictions : with a full knowledge of what is 
right, urged on by the influence of some evil 
propensity^ they plunge deeply, irrecoverably, 
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into the wrong. And then again, there are many 
more who are convinced where the path of duty 
lies, and who externally walk in that path ; and 
yet, after all, it is a constrained obedience which 
they render — the heart is not in it — it is merely 
a tribute to conscience, or perhaps to publick 
opinion ; and it is only for the want of courage 
that they are not seen walking in the way of the 
ungodly, and sitting in the scoffer's seat The 
latter of these classes may indeed have more 
of the appearance of integrity than the former ; 
but they have not a particle more of the genuine 
quality. The truly upright man, while he sin- 
cerely desires to know what his duty is, as sin- 
cerely desires to do it And in the performance of 
the external act, he is governed not merely by 
a regard to his own conscience, but by a respect 
to God's authority — by a cordial approbation and 
love of moral rectitude. " Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do ? " is a prayer that is often 
breathed forth from his heart and his lips ; and he 
walks habitually in the light that ^nes upon his 
path, in answer to this prayer. 

You will perceive, from these remarks, that the 
scripture meaning of die word itikgrUif is far more 



INTEGRITY. 109 

comprehensive than the meaning which common 
use gives to it. We are accustomed to speak of 
a man as possessing integrity of character, if he is 
honest in his dealings with his fellow men ; if he 
is above all unfair and disingenuous dealing, and 
moves forward continually in a plain and open 
path. And this certainly is an admirable trait; 
and though it does not necessarily involve a prin- 
ciple of true religion in the heart, it marks one of 
the noblest forms of human character that can 
exist without that principle. But integrity, in 
the large and scriptural sense, is quite a difierent 
thing: it implies a sincere desire and constant 
aim to do our whole duty; — our duty to God as 
well as to man; — our duty in every relation we 
sustain — in every condition in which we are 
placed. 

Let me urge you then, my young friends, while 
you cultivate this general integrity of character 
founded in Christian principle, to see to it that it 
gives a complexion to all the particular actions 
of your life. I refer here more especially to the 
discharge of your social duties — to the relations 
into which you are brought with your fellow 
men in your ordinary pursuits ; and I beg you to 
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remember that no integrity is genuine that is not 
universal and particular, and especially that does 
not discover itself in the details of worldly 
business. 

You are destined to be a mechanic — to gain 
your living by selling the product of your own 
labour. And this is an honourable vocation, 
provided only it be pursued with integrity. But 
see to it that integrity regulates the price of every 
article that you make. Never even seem to take 
advantage of the necessities of your customers — 
to extort from them an unreasonable price for an 
article, because you know they must have it, 
and that you alone can supply them. And if 
you engage to do a piece of work, be sure that 
the quality of it comes up, in every respect, to the 
spirit of your engagement — that there be no just 
ground for complaint, either in respect to the 
material of which it is made, or the labour that 
is bestowed upon it And when you promise, see 
that your promise is fulfilled to the very letter. 
If you promise with a view to accommodate your 
customers, and then fail to fulfil for the sake of 
accommodating yourself, you will be obliged at 
least to practise some self-ileception, in order to 
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take the comfort of thinking thai you are a person 
of integrity. 

Or you are training up to be a tradesman — to 
spend your days in buying and selling goods. 
And here again, you are in good business enough, 
if you hold fast a good conscience. Suppose 
you have made a bad bargain for yourself, and 
have been deceived in some extensive purchase^ 
and have paid double the sum Which the goods 
were really worth— what course does integrity 
require — what course does it permit you to take? 
Are you at liberty to endeavour to get back your 
money at all events, — even though you hate 
to practise the same deception upon others that 
has actually been practised upon you? By no 
means — not even if the alternative is, that you 
must be reduced to absolute poverty. But sup. 
pose your neighbours around you are given to' 
the practice of misrepresenting their goods, and 
over-reaching their customers, as often as they 
have opportunity ; and it seems to you that your 
only chance of making your way among them, isj 
occasionally at least, to stoop to the same thing— 
rather than do it, evert in a single instance, shut 
* Up your store, and if need be, turn hewer of wood 



or drawer of water. If you are inquired of in 
respect to the state of the market^ let your reply 
be an honest one, however it may afiect your 
own interest Think not to retain a customer 
at the expense even of the semblance of mia^ 
representation. Choose rather that a man should 
leave your store with the impression that yoa 
are a strictly honest merchant, though he may 
not have traded with you the value of a 
penny, than that he should leave behind him 
his thousands and go aW j doubting your 
integrity. 

Or you are lookitig forward to the profession of 
medicine — it may not have occurred to you that 
here is any field for the practice of dishonesty \ 
and yet, in trUth, there is scarcely any vocation in 
life that opens a wider one. Yoti may set at 
defiance the dictates of integrity in the charges 
which you make for your services ; and you may 
encourage yourself in exorbitant demands by the 
reflection that a physician's bill is one of the last 
that most people like to dispute. In opposition 
to this, you are to regulate, your charges by a 
strict sense of justice, to say nothing of charity 
in extraordinary cases — you are not to estimate . 
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y^our services more highly than well judging and 
impartial persons around you would estinaate them. 
Bat, if you may not be disho^nest in your charges, 
neither may you be dishonest in your practice. 
Ldo not meaa that a ph3^iGian is bound always 
instantly to reveal every apprehension he may 
kave in respect to the character (mt the issue of a 
disease, either to^ the patient or the patient's 
friends— -this no doubt would, in many cases at 
least, be an injudicious — possibly a fatal coui^e. 
But I do protest, in the name of all integrity, 
against that faithless dealing on the part of 
physicians, which aims to conceal danger to the 
last, — which actually equivocates and even lies 
to accomplish it, — which leaves the poor patient 
to find out his real situation first, when he is in 
the act of dying, — and which overwhelms his 
friends with an agony rendered doubly bitter by 
the fact that they have had no opportunity to 
prepare for it I counsel you to be prudent in 
these delicate and difficult circumstances; but 
never utler a word that shall violate your sober * 
convictions. .1 could give you many reasons for 
this; but it is enough to say that there are no 

8 
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posBible circamtUiDces that can absoire yon from 
the obligation of keeping a good conscience. 

Perhaps yon have in riew the legal profession ^^ 
a gh»rious i^rofeasion it is ; and yet how miserably 
prostituted by the petty arts of quibbling and 
misrepresentation. But even here, it is quite 
possible to be an honest man — yea, an eminent 
example of integrity ; and such ycu must be, if 
you will be, in the best sense, an ornament to th« 
profession. Never voluntarily enlist in a cause 
which you are satisfied is wrong and ought not to 
prevail; unless indeed you may be legally and 
officially designated for the defence of some 
unhappy creature, who has forfeited perhaps even 
his life into the hands of publick justice, but 
who nevertheless is entitled to a trial by the laws 
of his country. Never encourage men to go tp 
law, merely from the ejcpectation that you shall be 
able to make money out of the case ; and fail not 
to do what you can to terminate a litigation at the 
earliestmoment possible. In your management of 
every cause, show yourself frank and manly, and 
never take undue advantage of your adversary. 1 
remember to have heard of a Rhode Island lawyer,, 
who had advanced some false principles as points 
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of law ; and when his antagonist, on retiring from 
the court room, expressed his surprise that he 
should have made such declarations, kao\f ing diem, 
,98 he did, to be false—- he facetiously replied, 
*^ Oh I said it as a lawyer and not as a man." 
" But," rejoined his antagonist, f when the devil 
comes after the lawyer, what will become of the 
man?" 

Some of yott — and this is the last supposition 
I will make — may become professional politic 
cians ; or even, if this should not be the case, 
you may have — doubtless will have — more or 
less to do with political life. I am aware that it 
has come to pass, at this day, that to speak of an 
honest politician is regarded as well nigh a solecism. 
But this should not be so. Washington and Jay 
and Rush were politicians-^ they had a hand 
directly on the great political interests of (h«' 
country, during some of the most critical periods 
of its history. And yet the country has never 
seen men of more stern and incorruptible integrity 
'than they. Let such men as these be your 
models ; and when you reach the point where 
' you can no longer remain in political life, and 
exemplify the chflEiaoteT which adorned them in 
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Hil^irt to ittt^^ty, let that be tke "point tliat 
akali mark your withdrawal into sonie other 
sph^e of pmblick or private u8^u1im8& Rely on 
it^ your oomitry will never need, your tenrioee a» 
m poUticiaQ a single day afier you have yielded- 
up a good conseience. Reeotye then that you' 
will never be the tool or the ^lave of any party 
— that you will never appear to endorse measures 
which you eooscientiously diteppi^nFe — that you 
will stand up fox ^ ^l^^j ^^^^ ^ ^^- hottest 
political contesty though, in doing so^ you should 
iland absolutely alone. To deserve the name of 
ai^ honest politician at ^ this day, is to possess a 
degree of consdentiousness and firmness, which 
must render one proof against the stiPOQgest 
temptations, and reader one safe in the lion's den 
er in Nebuehadnezaar's furnace. 
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Tov cannot, I tlunk, have failed to be struck 
with the fact that every part of Joeej^'s hialory 
riiows him to have been a man of most active 
habits. The places which he successively occu- 
pied both under Potiphar and Pharaoh, were 
places of great responsibility ; and each involved 
duties which never could have been performed by 
one, whose faculties were not trained to vigorous 
exercise. It was while he waa diligently engaged 
in the duties of his vocation, that the temptation 
was presented to him, which, on account of the 
resistance which he opposed to it, cost him a 
temporary imprisonment ; and, even while he 
was in prison, he had an important trust com- 
mitted to him, which must have furni^ed him 
with incessant occupation. 

I design to present Joseph before you in this 
fetter, chiefty as a model of diligence ; but I shall 
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oofomd&i the mibject in its largest sense^ sod my 
connect with it some ofther things which, however 
legitimately drawn from the hist<»y, may, perhaps 
with equal propriety, be referred to some other 
general attribute of character. 

The first thing that here deserves your consid- 
eration, is the selection of a suitable field on whidi 
your diligence is to be displayed; for, if you 
mistake here, you put at hazard both your 
comfort and usefulness for life. I am well awaie 
that parents should have something to say on 
this subject; and if I were addressing them, i 
should venture to suggest to them some counsels 
and cautions in relaticm to it; but i( parents are 
discreet, they will be guided in the part which 
they take by the same considerations Which ought 
to influence you. I would say that, in selecting 
your vocation for life, (for I here take for granted 
tlwt you are to have some fixed employment) you 
should have respect, first of all, to your own 
partieular capabilities. I say particular capabilK 
ties, for though all men are constituted with tin 
same general faculties, yet all do not possess them 
in equal degrees .of strength; nor are the same 
particular foculties always predominant in difl^nt 
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-]ti(Myiduals. Hence it firequentJy happens thatj 
while an individual is admirably fitted for one 
kind of business, he has scarcely ai^y talent for 
another — of course his usefulness must depend, 
in a great measure, on his selecting the employ- 
ment to which he is adapted. You must also 
have respect, in no small degree, to your own 
taste; for it rarely happens that a young man 
succeeds in any occupation to which h^ is consti- 
tutionally averse; though you must not let this 
principle carry you so far, as to furnish an apology 
for engaging in any employment that is not useful 
ind praiseworthy. And finally, you must have 
no small regard to the circumstances in which 
Providence places you ; for that in which it might 
be clearly your duty to engage, in one set of 
circumstances, it might be your imperative duQr 
to decline, in another. For instance, [ have 
known young men whose predilections would 
have led them to missionary life, who have never- 
theless been deterred from devoting themselves to 
it, by the consideration thftt they had aged parents 
who were entirely dependant upon them, and who 
would be likely to suffer if they were to leav©* 
them Jar a distant country. . And I have con- 
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sidered their decision as bonourable alike ta their 
good judgment and their filial affection. It 
happened in respect to Joseph, that the eeveial 
considerations which I hare mentioned, were 
evidently united in determining his sphere of 
action. The admirable manner in which he 
acquitted himself in the different stations which 
he occupied, showed that he possessed the requi^ 
site talents for the duties that devolved upon 
him; and though he never betrayed the least 
ambition for high places, and only accepted of 
them when they were ofiered to him, or rather 
when he was appointed to them by superior 
authority, it is evident from the graceful, manner 
in which he always filled them, that he had, to 
say the least, no constitutional aversion to the 
class of duties which they imposed upon him. 
And as to the indications of Providence arising 
from the circumstances in which he was placed — 
nothing could be more decisive: Potiphar made 
him overseer of his house, when he was a poor 
slave ; and Pharaoh made him govemour of the 
land, when he was shut up in prison ; and surely 
no one could doubt, in either case, whether it 
were not better to accept a station of dignity and 



x^seFulness, thao to remain in a state of bondage 
or of imprisonment. It does not appear that he 
Ikad ever any occasion even to hesitate in regard 
lo what sphere of usefulness he should occupy^ 
and even if such occasion had existed, he had no 
parents or relatives near him, to consult. But it 
will be well for you, to take the advice of those 
who are best qualified to give it, both in respect 
to your natural capabilities and the circumstances 
in which you are placed. And let me say that it 
is a matter of no small moment that your first 
decision on this subject be your ultimate onej 
for, though there are cases in which a young man 
who is educated for one profession succeeds well 
in another, yet it much more frequently happens 
that the habits of thought and action which have 
been contracted with reference to one sphere of 
life, are found materially to interfere with success 
in a different on& I would, by no means, say 
that such a change may not sometimes be made 
to advantage ; but it is often the bartering away of. 
eminence for mediocrity ; and no young man, in 
fijcing on a profession, should allow the possibility 
of making such a change to enter into his calcu- 
lations. He may indeed remain, for some time^ 



tadecided ; wki so he ouglit to remain iHf he dui 
feach an inteliigent ttid satia&ctorf coiLcluak)n ; 
^i3t when he has once formed his purpose, unless 
he may subsequently have some very special 
Yeasons for a ehange, let it he lake the laws of the , 
Medes aad Persieaa 

V you have advanced §u enoi^ in life to be 
able to understand these letters, ^and if you have 
not, yon belong net to* the ekes fov which they 
are designed,) yon have, et onght to have, a 
legular routine of daily doities ;--^for even thoagik 
yea may not have determined what is to he your 
occupation fox life, yet 3roti aie, or dionld be, in 
the course of your edncation for some permaneiii 
occapation or other. Whether you are at schoo^ 
or at college, or in a mercantile home, or in » 
lawyer's office, or have actoally begun the world 
finr yo«rse¥, you are to be occupied diiefiy w^ 
die particular employment to which yon prc^eso 
to be devoted. You must not su#er yourself to 
be iveedlessiy called off from your appropriate 
dnties — especially you must not allow the intru- 
sion of indolent and unprofitable acquaintances; 
OT, if they come once, you mt»t let them know by 
your maimer, if not by your words, thai your maxim. 
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af9iiietin)ea placed io cireumstaiices in which X}^ 
4i£i<mky af your daily task ia graatiy iacreatad, 
atiil endea^reuc, if possibie^ to perlbim it; for, 
while yon ean never know but that the faiiufe, hi 
a singly instance, may he the commeoc^nent of a 
general habit of neglect, you nay rest assured that 
ihe trmmi^ which persevenng fidelity in these 
eircuiDstances ensures to yon, will be worth more 
than you can imagine, to youf stability and dignity 
and self respect. 

Be not satisfied with going through the form of 
the various duties Uuit devolve upon you ; but be 
cax^ai diat every thing that yon attempt is done 
in* the best pessiUe manner. Some p^sons wh» 
do not whdiy ^rget tiieir duties, and are not 
disposed fto pass them l^ without some attention, 
periorm tibem an 'such a careless and slovenly 
manner that they might aeady aa w^l have 
neglected ihem altogeth^. Let it be a pcinGipie 
wi^ jcu from which nothing Aail lead you la 
4^part, that you will leave nodiing that you 
^dertake till it is thoroughly accomplished. If 
50U are a student, never lay a«de your book, tii 
you &Uy coqipreheivl your lessoa; whatesier 
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mysteries there may be before you in the book 
that you are studying, let there be none in the 
portion of it that you have passed over. If you 
are a mechanic, or a merchant, or a lawyer, or a 
physician, or any thing else, rest not tilf you have 
done the very best that you are capable of doings 
in the station which you occupy, if you early 
form the habit of doing every thing well, the 
consequence will be that you will soon do every- 
thing with pleasure to yourself, and with satisfac- 
tion to others. 

But while the general course of your efforts is 
indicated by the nature of the employment to 
which you devote yourself, — in other words, 
while it is to be expected that you labour chiefly 
in some one particular direction, 3rou are to beware 
riiat you do not neglect other collateral duties of 
equal or even greater importance. If there i& 
danger that you may not engage with sufficient 
earnestness in the duties of your worldly vocation, 
there is danger, on the other hand, tfiat you may 
be so intensely occupied by them, that they wiH 
lead you to forget that you have any thing else io 
do in the world than make nioney, or hunt after 
ij^me. You ha^ various duties, to perform towarda 
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your fellow men from which nothing can dbsqlvv 
you — duties to your family, your friends, the 
community in which you h've. You hare also 
duties that you owe more immediately to yourself 
and to God — such as reading the scriptures, de- 
rout meditation, private devotion, every thing 
that enters into the cultivation of personal piety. 
You must never pursue any worldly vocation so 
eagerly that you shall not give yourself time to 
fulfil all these various classes of duties with rigid 
fidelity. That kind of diligence which looks with 
a cold eye on our obligations to God, and which 
exhausts itself in efforts to gain the world — no 
matter in what form — poisons the comfort, mars 
the character, ruins the soul. 

You will not understand me as intimating any 
disapprobation of the occasional mingling of young 
men in the lighter scenes of life. It is quite 
necessary to their highest usefulness that they 
should sometimes relax from severer duties, and 
nothing is more fitting for them than the inter- 
change of kind feelings with each other and with 
their friends. This, while it -constitutes the 
appropriate culture of their social nature, and 
thus subserves some of the great ends of huirmn 
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)y ifl adaipted to aniirer the purpose oC njl 
lifuiaito cessation fxoio labour, atid to brigkteii up 
iIm facullieaibr the graver pursuits of life. 

I ou^t here, however, to remark, that the pur- 
poses c^ relaxation may be accxMqplisbed, to a 
great exteat, by a course of useful rea4\ng. Thisi, 
of course, is not of itself sufficient, because it 
makes no provision for bodily exercise: slill it 
nay frequently be resorted to with good efiect ; 
and every prudent young man will take care that 
it constitutes a part of the economy of life. 
Comparatively few are professionally devoted to 
pursuits that are in themselves specially adapted 
to the cuitmre of the mind ; but with almost any 
worldly vocation there may be connected a habit 
of useful reading, that shall keep the faculties in 
healthful exercise, and in a constant course of 
improvement. 

I hardly need say that it is of ihe greatest 
importance to your fulfilling with diligence your 
i^ious duties, that you should use all requisite 
means for the preservation of your health; for 
you may rest assured that, if your health fails, 
your power of exertion fai|s with it ; and health 
is not so easy a thing to be retained, that you can 
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-hnpif to remain in tbe ipom&ttkm of it wi^Mmt 
greal care and vi^lance. With a view to this, 
avoid all habits of excess. Be careful partioxiariy 
ta respect to food, and re^^ and exercise : have 
fixed rules, so &r as you can, in regard to each, 
and let nothing but invincible necessity lead you 
todepfcrt from them. If your occupation subjects 
you to aaedentary habit — for instance, if it h« 
tiMt of a student, there is additk)nal reason why 
.yon should gire heed to these dicectiona; £Br 
nothing but a scrupulous observaniee of them 
will eouBteraet the tendenefess to disease incident 
Id such a vocation. I cooM refer you to cases 
without number in which the noblest, minds have 
bo^n prostrated and ruined by a negJa^ of those 
wholescMne rules whidb Providenee haa- prescribed 
for the legulation of our physical nature. 

It has doubtless sometimes occurred to you, as 
a Qiatt^ of surprise, that some persons who seem 
to be always busy, and when i^iplied to fot any 
service, never have a moment of leisure to give 
to it, alter all, accomplish very little. If you 
scrutinize the case, you will almost always find 
that the chief dii&culty lies in the want of method. 
These persons are willing enough to kboor; 
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but they have never trained th^nselves to labcmr 
eysteinattcaliy. They take every thing at raadbm, 
and of course at disadvantage. Nothing is done 
in its appropriate place — nothing at the proper 
time ; aad hence that which is done,^is often to 
Very little purpose. You may be the busiest man 
in ^e community, and your eShms may generally 
be well directed ; and yet, without system, you 
would hardly be missed, if you should be removed 
#om the world. Endeavour then always to woi^ 
by rule. Let your duties succeed each other so 
as to produce no confusion — so that you shftH 
never find yourself lost in the midst of them. Let 
your diligence be systematic as well as earnest 
and persevering, and it cannot fail to be bodi 
efifective and delightful 
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LETTER X. 



ECONOMY. 



There is at least one incident recorded in the 
life of Joseph, that strikingly illustrates his fore- 
sight and sagacity in respect to the management 
of his worldly concerns. Immediately after his 
appointment to the office of governour of the land 
of Egypt, he went forth, in anticipation of the 
famine which had been divinely revealed to him 
as about to come upon the land, and gathered up 
all the food of the plenteous seven years which 
w€^e then passing, and deposited it in the various 
cities, that it might be ready against the time of 
need. That anticipated peiriod quickly came ; 
and the consequence was that, while there was a 
universal famine prevailing, to use the language 
of the narrative, "in all lands," there was plenty 
of bread throughout the land of Egypt. It was 
a noble example for a ruler; and it conveys a 
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leflBOR of economy, vfiddi is /especially wocfty 
tke attention of every young man. 

But, before I attempt to enforce this lesson, I 
must say a word to guard you against confounding 
this virtue (lor suck the genuine quality really is,) 
wkh another quality which is often mktaken for 
it«— viz: meanness in pecuniary transactions. 
This mistake has been made by those who havif* 
departed from trae economy, on due rig^t hand 
Biid OB the left. There axe some who actually 
exemplify Uie attribute of meanness, who contrive 
to protect themselves from seif reproach by . the 
reflection that they cure cmly observing the rules of 
eeonomy, and &at economy is a noble virtue: 
while there are o&ers who verge quite to the 
opposite extreme, and, in the exercise of a prodigal 
spirit, stigmaiize as mean what is really nothhig 
more than * a beamiing frugality. But nltmes, 
after all, however mudi men may be deceived i)y> 
them, do not afiect things ; — there is such a iMag 
as economy, and there is such a ^ng as meanness ; 
and Uiey are as really distinct from each odier^ as 
any good qtiality and any bad quality that yoii 
can name. 

The i^iril wUch t mh lefHrobatkig as bdi^ 
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MHQetiam confounded with ee^momy, most fre- 
fuently discovers itself in little things,' and il 
never fails to impart a corresponding littleness to 
t)ie entke character. , It does not necessarily 
io^ly any intention to be dishonesti thongh it 
often runs to such a length that those who witness 
ks operations, will wonder how they are to be 
]|6conciied with strict integrity. I have known 
some men of excellent talents, and otherwise of 
excellent character, who have well nigh ruined 
themselves with . this spirit, of pseudo-economy. 
Nay, I have known men of great conscientious- 
ness, and I. have no doubt of sincere piefy, who 
withal were in the habit of contributing largely to 
^ great objects of Chri^ian benevolence, who 
3ret, from education or habit, wove so insuflferably 
Qiean, that a liberal mind could scarcely think of 
them with patience. The secret of this no douhl 
generaUy is, that, with perhaps a naturally money- 
loving spirit, they have. been, early constrained, 
to the gseatest economy in order to secure an 
education or raise themselves in life ; and, as a 
consequence, they have acquired a sort of penu- 
rious and miserly habit, which, though it may 
yield to the triumph of conscience and principle 
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in greater matters, shows itself unconquered ' in 
respect to the less. I remember to have heard of 
a New England governour, who, many years ago, 
was crossing a ferry on his way to the scat of 
government, and, on being landed, asked the ^ 
ferryman what he had to pay. The fefrymanj 
presuming that it would be safe to trust to the 
honour and self respect of so distinguished a 
personage, replied, " What you please, sir f 
expecting that he should receive at least double 
the usual fee. The govemour handed him out a 
piece of money which was only half the fee to 
which he was legally entitled, and remarked that 
" he would not stand for change !" It is, to say 
the least, an awkward thing for a goverriour to sell 
his dignity for a New- York sixpence. 

Against this spirit I entreat you, as you value 
your standing and influence in society, to be on 
your guard. The reputation of being poor never 
need terrify you ; for poverty in itself is not 
dishonourable ; — but to be regarded, and deserv- 
edly regarded, mean, were an evil to >vhich jHo 
earthly advantage should be considered an adequate 
ofiset. Be careful that you do not put your 
reputation at hazard in this way, even by equivocal 
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acts. If your circumstances will not permit yoa 
to appear generous, by meeting claims that are 
made upon you, and that you might be expected 
promptly to answer; let an honest statement of 
your circumstances prevent all misapprehension of 
your motive*. If the stigma of meanness is once 
f^tened upon you, there is great reason to fear 
that, in spite of all you can do, it will remain 
upon you for life; and even if you should attempt 
to retrieve your character by subsequent acts of 
generosity, you need not wonder if it should be 
«aid that this is all a matter of calculation and 
effort, and that you have just as much the heart 
bf a miser or a niggard as ever. 

Having said thus much to guard yx)u against a 
perversion of the quality which I would recom- 
mend, I am now prepared to urge upon your con- 
sideration tile virtue itself — in other words, to 
fllustrate the importance of strict economy in your 
pecuniary concerns. 

It is important that you should practise economy 
hi the management of your business. Suppose' 
you are devoted to mercantile pursuits — without 
that rigid (economy which is the result of much 
Ibrethought and calculation, you can have no 



nanBahk bope cf w c cm i; &r, tlioag^ jmi 
liav9 etor m laige acBpital to tiads vpon, yoa 
will ind dMi it ivili nol be pnof jigainsi a 
B^ygeitt aod landnin sort a[ woaaMgcKoeaL If 
joor aie cuelcfls in your pnirlwawi, and canlMi 
in yoomieBi and careJeg in joor chaigay yon 
will inevitably leap tbe finit of yo«r cenleaBicai 
in tbe giadoal diminatioii, and, at no distant 
pmod, tbe oompiele wveck of yoor property. If 
yon viU be a soeoeasM meicbant, yoa mmt 
bnaband yoor means with tbe ntmost care, and 
ever be on tbe akrt to avert tbieateolng knsa^ 
and to avail yoniaelf of eveiy £nr and booonr^bJe 
advantage. And so.in regard to every otb^ occi^ 
pation — if you are a mechanic, or a pl^rsician, or 
a lawyer, yoa ought to realize tbe l^:kiinate 
benefits of your profession^ and this yoa can never 
do without adhering to sbict economy. 

Nor is there less need of economy in regard to 
your personal expenses ; in which I include dreai^ 
fomiture, equipage— every thing that enies» into 
one's mode of living. And here allow me tf 
make a remark to guard you against what I am 
constrained to consider one of the ultraisms of tbe 
day: — viz. that the same general style of living 
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Atmld he observed by all withont reference to 
the circfumstances in which Providence has placed 
&em; and that those who have large estates, 
whether by inheritance or by their own acquisi- 
tion, have no right to appropriate any part of 
their weal^ for their own personal gratification, 
above what is necessary to their bare subsistence 
in the plainest manner. Now, I do not believe a 
word of this. It is evidently the design of Provi- 
dence that there shoald be distinctions in society ; 
these distinctions are clearly recognized in scrip- 
ture ; and though they are capable of being 
greatly perverted and abused, yet, in themselves, 
they are not sinful — they are even necessary to 
the accomplishment of the greatest good, and the 
enjoyment of the highest happiness. I say then, 
tbat this levelling system which would tear.up all 
the carpets from our floors, and substitute for 
elegant iiimiture the plainest utensils, and carry 
us far back toward the ages of barbarism, however 
its advocates may urge it under the plea of 
benevolence or even piety, receives no counte- 
nance either from the word or the Providence of 
God. If you are in affluent circumstances, you 
liave a right to liv» more expensively than if you 
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were in iadigence ; and if yofu gather around you 
some of the luxuries and elegances of life, I do 
not believe that you are chargeable with wrong. 
But, after all, the obl^ations of economy rest on 
you, just as truly as if you were poor. You are 
bound to take heed that your property does not 
go needlessly to waste; and that you do tiot 
indulge your elegant tastes at the expense of the 
claims of either justice or charity. That is cer- 
tainly a criminal extravagance that appropriates 
great possessions to mere purposes of worldly 
splendour, and turns a deaf ear to the imploring 
voice of human want 

But it is the few only who aro rich : the great 
mass are in circumstances of mediocrity or com- 
parative indigence: and these should practise a 
degree of economy corresponding to the condition 
in which Providence iias placed them. They 
should be particularly careful that their expenses 
are not greater than are justified by their income ; 
aaad if there should be a necessity to curtail them, 
they should never hesitate from an apprehension. 
of awakening suspicion in regard to their worldly 
circumstances. There »re some young men, 
whom every body knows to be Jjool*, who yet 
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jMifB « ipeffect pMsion to sucvovod tbemseives 
with the inslgma of opulence. They dress in a« 
extravagant st3^e, and ridtf id an expensiwe 
carriage, and, on all pftibiic occasions particullaity, 
appear unusually flush of their money, with the 
idea of hiding from the world their poverty, or 
possibly of making the appearance of wealth a 
bait to some young girl who happens to possess 
the reality. But such experiments only demon- 
^rate the folly of those who make them. Let a 
young man who is poor thus try to appear 
wealthy, or let one only get the reputation of 
tiving in a style which his income does not 
warrant, and, from that hour, there will come a 
shade over his character : he will be looked upon, 
at least, with suspicion, if he is not set down as 
absolutely untrustworthy. 

There are two powerful reasons suggested by. 
Iha history of Joseph, why every young man 
riiottid cultivate the vurtue which I am recom- 
mending. The first is connected with a suitable 
pieovidence in regard to the future. Joseph, in 
Ihe prospect of the years of famine, made pror 
vision for them during the years ^ plenty; and- 

k was this onfy that enabled him to meet the 
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demands of bis people for bread. He iadeedwat 
apprized of the approacliiDg dear&, b; divine 
mtimation ; but you, are left to the ealculatioiis of 
«n unassisted foresight This much, however, 
you know — that your lot is cast in a world of 
vicissitude ; that riches often take to themselves 
wings and fly away ; and that in the changes of 
business and the chances of adventure, even the 
richest man in the community has no security 
that he may not lose every thing. Here then is 
a reason why you should look to what you possess 
with the strictest care ; why you 'should not, from 
mconsideraticm or fieglect, run the chance of 
losing it You imagine perhaps that you have 
fio particular need of economy, as you have 
enough to live upon now, and you do not think 
it well to be anxious for the future. Certainly 
you should not indulge an undue solicitude ; but 
there is a degree of forethought which you are 
bound to take and without which your pro^dt 
is shrouded in gloom. If you have enough, and* 
only enough to support you now, what will you 
do in the time of sickness, when you will be 
unable to labour ; — what, in the winter season of 
old age, if you should be spared to that period,--? 
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when ttk6 grasshopper shall he a huiden, and the 
almond tree flourish ? Surely, you will not wish 
then to he dependant on the charity of the world. 
Cultivate economy then now, as the preventive of 
such a calamity ; and, if no such exigency should 
arise, you need not fear hut that your earnings 
hiay still he appropriated to hless and comfort 
your fellow creatures. 

And this leads me to advert to the other reason 
which Joseph's experience suggests for your cul- 
tivating this habit — I mean -the ability which it 
will secure to you of administering to the wants 
of others — of helping forward the great cause of 
Christian charity. Though it does not appear that 
Joseph, when he evinced such provident regard 
for the future, hy laying up corn in store-houses, 
had any intimation that he would ever have aa 
opportunity of relieving the wants of his own 
family, yet so it turned out: when they might 
otherwise have perished from the famine, they 
were supplied, through his provident hounty, witfi 
every comfort that they could desire; and espe^ 
cially he had the privilege of ministering to the 
necessities of his aged &ther, from whom he had 
suffered a lon*g and cruel exile. Is it not woclb 
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wldle to pnetise ecobotnf, eyen ia A* ftmOSSltf 
•f such a result? Perhftps, by thn neana, yoa 
may be enabled to invite your parents, in the 
decline of Ufe, to come and make their residence 
by the side of you, and to find their wants all 
supplied from jrour filial boun^; or else, if you 
are separated from them, yoa may gladden thek 
hearts by sending them the requisito supplies— ^ 
the fruit of your habitual economy. Or else, like 
Joseph, you may have brothers who are in need — 
possibly brothers who, by some visitation of Pro- 
vidence, are rendered unable to help themselves — 
what a comfort would it be to you to be able to 
stretch out the hand of charity towards them, and 
to ofier them perhaps a quiet home and a comfort- 
aUe support ! But even if you should have no 
telatives to require your assistance, you live in a 
world that is full of the su&ring poor ; in a world 
where the blessings of Christianity are yet but 
partially difiuaed; in a world where mQney— 
worthless as we sometimes account it — will avail 
to a thousand purposes of human happiness and 
improvement. Do you not aspire to the privilege 
iji being:«a benefactor to your fellow creatures? 
b there not a cheord Strang in your heart, that 
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%{bfat80 gimtefidljr to tha ^itght that jonr earn- 
kigd may tell on the best interests of many whom 
yon will never see on earth — that the blessing of 
some who are ready to perish may come upon 
yoa? Then, I say, yet once more, poractise the 
tirtue of economy. live frugally that you may 
live not for yoartelf alone; that if you do not 
leave behind you wealth to be distributed ibr the 
benefit of othexs, yott may at least leave behind 
you an example which it will be for die interast 
of odiers to imitate. 



LETTER XL 



DIGNnT. 



TfioratE are two senses in which the word dignUy 
in rebtion to man n»y be considered. It may 
have respect either to the character or the man- 
ners — to the inward feeling or &e external 
conduct An individual may possess dignity of 
character — in other words, true nobleness of 
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mind — and yet, owing to some defect eidier of 
constitution or of education, tkeire may be but a 
very imperfect external development of it; though, 
in most cases, tiiemis no defect which may not be 
remedied by suitable culture. And on the other 
hand, it is quite possible that an individual may 
exhibit much of the appeai«nce of digoitj; 
without any of those feelings with which the 
genuine quality is identified — his manners may- 
be characterized by the absence of every thing 
light and frivolous, by a winning gracefulness, and 
apparently by a suitable regard to the company in 
which he mingles ; and yet, after all, this may be 
the result of calculation and nothing else— in 
other words, it may be a matter of deliberate and 
studied artifice. The dignity which I wouli 
recommend, and of which Joseph was an illustrious 
example, is at once the dignity of principle, of 
feelisg, and of action. In a word, it is an aM 
pervading attribute of the man. 

There is not a single incident in Joseph's 
history, that even seems to involve the least 
departure from true dignity — on the contrary, 
this beautiful quality was reflected in every more 
important action of his life. You never find him 
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forgetting the peculiar drcumstances in which he 
was placed, or the relations which he sustained to 
those around him ; hut, on all occasions, he is 
influenced hy 4he most delicate isense of propriety, 
and seems a]wa3r8 instinctively to do the very thing 
which the most mature consideration would have 
prompted. Whether he was a slave or a governour, 
whether in the palace or in the prison, there was a 
discreet and thoughtful manner — a delightful 
appropriateness in all his conduct, that revealed 
the inward workings of a great and nohle spirit. 

Taking for granted that true dignity has its 
foundation in virtuous diepositions, and is itself 
either the principle or the expression of a lofty 
form of virtue, let me call your attention hriefly 
to some of its more prominent ingredients — to 
iBome of those qualities, hoth as it respects the 
inner and the outer man, which you must diligently 
cultivate, if you would furnish an example of this 
noble characteristic. 

I would say then, in the first place, the utmost 
purity — purity of conduct, of conversation, of 
thought and feeling— is essential to true dignity. 
l have had occasion to remark, in, a preceding 
letter, that there is nothing so degrading to o\Xk 
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BHUttre — nothing that ap|iroache8 flo B<6afly to the 
putting off of the man and the patting on of the 
biute, as the habit of exceflsive sensual indulgence. 
No matter what else an individuaL may be, if he 
sorrenden himself to the tyranny of his bodily 
appetites, he is, in the worst aeose, a slave — he 
may indeed play the tyrant toward other^ but it 
is impossible that . he should hold them in so 
degrading a bondage as that of which he is himself 
the subject It is possible indeed, that one may 
be a sensualist in thought and feeling, and, to the 
eye of Qod, may appear in all the guilt and 
pollution that belongs to such a character, and 
yet, by the exercise of great self restraint, may 
pass with the world for a man of a clean heart; 
-but, in ail ordinary cases, the impure fountain in 
the soal will send forth streams not less visible and 
palpable than loathsome and contaminating. Let 
41 man be known to belong to this class, and >« 
can never pass, even with dissolute men them" 
selves, ix a person of true dignity. He may 
possess every external attraction, he may be H 
home in the most polished circles, he may be a 
thoroughly educated and accomplished man,*^ 
imd yet| if he is understood to be a libeitine, hii 
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Very name is a synonyme for a debasing loath- 
someness: 

Let me entreat yoti then, my young friends, 
as you would possess not only the reputation of 
being dignified, but the substantial quality also, 
to exercise the utmost self control in regard to 
the bodily appetites. And to this end, endeavour, 
so fax as possible, to keep out of the reach of 
temptation. Forbid your imagination to wander 
amidst objects or scenes of a polluting character ] 
and, if you find it inclined to these unhallowed 
excursions, let the energy of your whole soul be 
put in requisition to restrain it. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth; for 
if an evil heart is the natural fountain of vulgar 
and licentious conversation, such conversation in 
turn renders the heart more prolific of evil. I 
mig^t urg« you to the cultivation of ^8 inward 
purity from other considerations; particularly as 
it identifiies itself with your happiness both in this 
world and the next ; but this and other views of 
the subject, I must be contented to leave to your 
own 'private reflection. 

Another leading element of a dignified character 
is discretion — by which I intend an accurate 

10 
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discernment united with a due degfree of caatioir. 
I am well aware that there is a great diversity in 
the original constitotioos of men in this respect ; — 
that, white some are naturally impetuous and, in 
a great measure, thoughtless of consequences^ 
olhers are natundly coneideratei and rarely say or 
do an impOTtant tkisg which is not the result of 
previous xeflection. But, notwithstanding this ori* 
giaal diflfbrence, there is no doubt that discretion, 
like any other good quality, is susceptible of being 
cvltivated ; and no one is excusable ia the eye 
eMier of God or man — let his constitutional tefi- 
disicies be what they may — who fails to possess it 
Without ' it, an individoal wiH be oontiiiUBll^r 
saying and doing unfit things ; and though many 
of his errours may be the result of ignorance, yet, 
as that ignorance results from the want o[ due 
T«Aection and attention, it wifi not, and ought not 
to be admitted as an apology. In the intercourse 
of society, how often are the feelings of individuals 
severely tried, and a whole circle perhaps thrown 
into the greatest embarrassment, by a single remark 
which the least particle of discretion would have 
prevented ; while the person uttering the remark 
the)'eby renders his presence unwelcome, and 
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perhaps creates a painful association in the minds 
of those who hear it, that will never be removed. 
No person with this kind of spirit ever possessed 
true dignity of manners, i do not say that some- 
thing like this Tnay not and does not often exist 
in connection with general good intentions — if 
you please, with the spirit of bene^^iolence and 
devotion ; but you may rest assured that, 
wherever it exists, it mars the character, and 
interferes with the legitifnate inftisence of any 
good qualities with which it happens to be 
associated. 

Bimplicity and modesty, in opposition to all 
afiected and consequential airs, belong also^ to 
true dignity. And yet there are young men not 
a few, who suppose themselves dignified in the 
▼iew of the world, just in proportion to ^ 
number of ti^ese airs which they are able to 
assume. YdU converse with them, and you see 
that their iconvenatioa, instead of being free and 
oatiiral, is characterised by unceasing effort-*-- 
effort to say. things which the circumstances 
neither suggest nor warrant, but which ass 
supposed to illustrate their own fancied . siipeii- 
^ity. . Not 4inlsei^entiy the same &<Bli<ng is 
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betrayed in the air with which they walk the 
streets, aad especially with which they enter any 
publick place of resort, where they suppose the 
eyes of the multitude are turned upon them. 
You will nerer £nd young men of iMs character 
in the company of their superiors — they may 
indeed be surrounded by men venerable for their 
age and standing in society^ men who may have 
9 chancier for greatness as well as goodness that 
rdftches beyond their own country ^ and yet these 
•tripliags, noting daisuated by sjach company, 
will talk on with oracular confidence, aad with a 
pertness that knows not how to blush. If you 
will cultiT^ite tru& dignity, you must have no 
communion with an assuming or Arrogant spirit 
I would not, by ^ny means, have you- yield to aft 
unbecoming diffidence, which would render you 
at once awkward and uncomfortabfe, and would 
also be inconsistent with suitable seU^respect ; 
»erertheless, whateyer your talents or acquire-, 
ments may be, I would have you bear in mind 
iJiat you are a young man, and as suc)i, are bound 
l»i9how a modest dderence t&ward your svepevsn^ 
m age, especially if, as is very likely to be the 
^ase^ they are also your superiors in wisdom, la 
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the expression of your opinion, always show a 
becoming respect towards those who differ from 
you ; and, however freely you may gire reasons 
to justify it, let there be nothing in your manner 
Uiat shall seem to chdm for yourself the attribute 
of infallibility. 

Closely allied to the qualities of which I have 
just spoken is courtesy — or geqerai politeness 
connected with kindness. The importance of this, 
both to one's comfort and usefulness, is generalitf 
but very inadequately estimated ; and for want oi 
duly cultivating it, many persons of great minds 
and good hearts, go through life without ever 
passing for any thing more than ordinary men. 
Gtenuine courtesy will throw an atmosphere 
around you which will render it delightful to be 
ia your company. It will not lead you to burden 
your friends with forced expressions of kindness, 
or to urge upon them hospitalities which you know 
they cannot accept, or to give them your time 
'wiien it is demanded by urgent and indispensable 
duties. It will not lead you to treat every body 
with the same degree of confidence and warmth, 
leaving each one to suppose, provided he can be 
duped into it, that he is your peculiar favourite, 



and that, if you should ever have high places at 
your disposal, he should occupy the very highest. 
No, this neither constitutes true courtesy, nor is 
consistent with it But it does belong to this 
quality, to dictate a considerate regard to the 
character and feelings of all with whom you 
mingle. It will prompt you to acts of civility 
and respect, even where you are unable to confer 
substantial favours j and thus will impress itself 
most gratefully and indelibly on the memories 
of those toward whom it is exercised. I could 
almost say that I had rather have a request 
refused by some men than to have it granted by 
others ; for, while one would satisfy me of his 
earnest desire to meet my wishes, and of his 
sincere regret that he was unable to do it, and 
would, by his whole manner, leave upon my 
tnind an impression of his good will and gene- 
rosity, another would indeed give me what 1 
asked, but would do it in such an ungracious way, 
and perhaps with so much of the spirit of fault 
finding, that I should go away thinking little of 
\tbe accommodation wrhich I had received, in 
.comparison with the uncomfortable, and freezing 
interview with which it had been connected. 



If you will cultivate true courtesy, you must 
cultivate true benevolence; for without benevo- 
lent feelings, there is really no foundation for 
genuine politeness. You must acquire a suitable 
degree of self command in order to save yourself 
from awkward embarrassment. And you must 
have that knowledge of the forms of society 
which shall make you at home in the various 
circles into which you may be cast. Let me say, 
you may derive great advantage in this respect, 
from contemplating the characters of those who 
have been eminent for this quality — of such men, 
for instance, as Wilberforce and Thornton, and I 
will venture to add, as one of the finest models^ 
that I have ever met with — our own lamented 
Stephen Van Rensselaer. By holding to yout 
mind the record of what they were, you will 
insensibly imbibe the same spirit which animated 
them, and, under its influence, will exhibit some* 
what of a corresponding deportment. Nay, think 
it not strange that I recommend to your special 
study and imitation in this respect, the example 
of the Saviour of the world ; for I need not say 
that he Was a perfect model of propriety in every 
Tihtion. 



Moreover, yo« can never possess true dignity, 
without decision of character. Tou may indeed 
possess many amiable and winning qualities 
without it — you may have the amiableness that 
eonciiiates, and the gracefulness thilt fascinates, 
and you nqay have fine intellectual powers that 
will render it an olject with many to . seek your 
company ; and yet, after all^ if you lack firmness 
of purpose^ if you are at the mercy of every 
breath of infiu<ence that may happen to fall upon 
you, you lack one of the most, essential elements 
of true dignity. A vacillating character can never 
command respect where once it has come, to he 
understood. Whatever good qualities there may 
be connected with it, the simple fact that you 
know not where to, find the individual, and thai 
his opinion on any subject one month is no indicar 
tion what it may be the next, throws around him 
an air of insignificance which no redeeming traits' 
,' will enablQ you to forget. I am aware that firm^ 
ness is sometimes mistaken for obstinacy, and 
obstinacy for firmness ; but the difierence is that 
the one yields to the power of evidence — the 
other is unyielding in spite of evidence. If a 
fickle mind marks one as the subject of weakae% 



an obstinate mind is no l€»s indicative of ignorance, 
passion, or prejudice. Caltivate firmness ; but be- 
ware both of fickleness and obstinacy. 

If I were to cotmsel you, in a single word, in 
respect to the best means of attaining that dignity 
fd character which has been the subject of this 
letter, I should say — endeavour first to form a 
proper estimate of year relations and circum* 
stances, and then let yottr conduct be strictly 
conformed to this estimate. . Treat every body 
.avound you yoAi in the manner in which the relation, 
you sustain to them requires. Your superiors in 
age or standing, always treat with deferential 
rei^)ect In your intercourse with your equals,- 
be careful that your famitiarity never degenerates 
into a vic^tion of the proprieties of life. Towards 
tlR»8e whom Providence has placed below you, 
always be civil and obliging, and do not attempt 
unduly to magnify the difference that separates 
yen fcom them. Remember that true dignity is 
independent of the distinctions of life — that you 
may possess your mill^j^ and yet be absolutely 
destitute of it — that you may be in absolute 
poverty, and yet be a noble example of it. 
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Ths whoie tenonr of the history of Joeeph shows 
that he had a wann and generous heart ; that, he 
was at the greatest remorefrom a selfish spirit; 
thus his sensibilities could never slumber, when' 
any of ^e rarioos forms of human wo were passtDgr 
under his eye. But there is one incident in 
particular, to which I desig^n chiefly to refer as an^ 
' illustration of this feature of his dnracter — I 

mean the interest which he manifested in behalf 

* 

of his fellow prisoners, when they were pe^lexed 
from not being able to understand their own 
dreams^ 

The bptler and the baker each had a dream^ 
which they suspected inras of ominous import; 
and when Joseph, who ^^d, by that time, been 
made a sort of overseer of his fellow prkoners, 
came in in the morning to inspect hiis darge, he 
found these two men leoking very 8<^owfel, as 



if they wtrd apprehendiiig some gretl calamity. 
On inquiriog oonceniing the cause of their 
dejectioD, he vras informed that each of them 
had had a mysterioos dream which they were 
tumble to interpret ; upon which, Jaeefk, having 
tecognized the &ct . that << all iaterpfetatioas 
belong to God/' requested them, each to give 
a particubir relation of his dream. This being 
done, he proceeded at once to act as interpreter ; 
and though the interpretation in the two cases 
was widely difierent,— 4hat in relation to the 
butter pointing to a ^edy restoration to his 
office, and that concerning the baker to his being 
hung lip on a tree— ^yet it was sympafty i^ 
Aiseph that led him to undertake the interpreta- 
Am ] and however painful tibie result was in 
respect to the latter, it was an act of kindness in 
him to reveal to the poor fellow his fate, that he 
might be induced to make good use of the brief 
period he had to live. Herein, my young friends, 
is Joseph an example to you ; and happy shall I 
.be, if any thing that I can say shall encourage or 
assist you to the cultivation of the same praise- 
worthy ffpint 

There is a sort of .spuriotis sensibility, whidi 
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Chrktiftiiitj^, benevolence, Mcerity, all diiowiis* 
I mean tbat eensilnlity whidi can eome bravely 
into exerdae at the tale of imagftnary aaffering ; 
which can weep away a whole evening ever a 
play, or a whole week over a novel ; but has nO 
tears to shed, and no relief to ofier, for objects 
of real distress. This miserable sentimentality, 
(for of sensibility it does not deserve the name) 
instead of being an honour, is a disgrace, 4e 
human nature ; and it finds its reward in dfeam* 
ing about the exquisiteness and luxury of its own 
exercises^ It is the creature of infidel philosophy. 
Its field is an imaginary world. It never blesses 
man — it never pleases Ciod. 

Very unlflce this was the feeling which Joseph 
manifested in the case to which I have adverted. 
It was not an indolent and selfirii feeling that was 
indalged merely for its own sake, but a genefous 
and practical feeling that wakened into exercise 
the active powers, and prompted to an effort foi 
the relief of sufiering. Nor was there any parade 
about Joseph's sympathy. It does not appear Uiat 
he spent a moment in expressing his commisera- 
tion for their lot; though, if he had not been 
deeply affected by it, he never would, have thos 
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anlitted in their behalf; — hot he went diractly 
tft the work of interpreting their dreams; and 
Ihas the sympathy which he felt lor them turned 
10 a good account. It was sympalhy ripening mto 
charity — it was feeling passing mto action. 

There is a chord strung in the human heart 
^at naturally vibrates to fhe notes of sorrow ; 
Plough it must b& acknowledged that all are not 
constituted alike in this re^ct, and that the 
original principle is capable of being weakened 
or strengthened, of reoeiYing a xight or wrong 
direction, according to the influences to which it 
is subjected. Your duty is to cherish this princi- 
ple, and bring it into exercise, under the guiding, 
pnHying^ elevating influences of Christianity. 
You are to keep alive that feeling for another's 
we, that shall lead you, not indeed without 
auitable discrimination — for indiscriminate sym- 
fiathy, or rather charity, often fails ^ its olbjeet — 
but according to the dictates of an enlightened 
fudgment, to administer such relief as may be in 
3^ur power. 

In such a woorid as this, you can never be at a 
loss where to look for. objects that deserve your 
sympathy. They ar« all around you, and ineet * 
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you ftt every turn of life* And they liVe la * 
4iftaiU regions which your vision wiJI nevejL 
penetrate. But evBn these are intimate -objects 
of. your sympathy; lor the story. of thek degittr 
dation and wretchedness has reaehed you; and 
if the mind comprehends, it is not necessary that 
the eye shoaki see, in order the:t &e heart, may 
feel And it is a delightful feature in the aq^eets 
of Providence, that there is no part of the worM 
so dark or so distant, but that you may gain 
access to it, at ieast by your charities and prayen. 
The inhabitant of Hindostan or CaHfornia may 
receive blessings, whidi, but for your sympathy, '■- 
never would have reached- him, and which miof 
make him rich to ali eternity. But let us travene 
together this wide field on which your sympathies 
may legitimately operate; and let me point mttt 
to you a £bw of the particular cases from whi<A 
you may not — if you have the right spirit — will 
xK>t, turn away. 

The first, and perhaps the most common, case 

that presents itself^ is that of bereavement 

Death is doing his work, continvudiy, every 

where. Nothing ie more common than for the 

" fiusilies in which you are most intitaate, |o iw 



&rown into the depths of affliction by the sadden 
^ removal lo the grave of some one d* their number. 
Stay not needlessly away from such a dwelling.; 
for you may rest assured that ^e language of 
* condolence falls sweetly upon the mourner's ear. 
Your friends will love to hear you speak of their 
departed friend ; and especially if you go in the 
spirit of a Christian, you will carry a balm to 
their wounded hearts. There is indeed great 
delicacy to be observed in regard to the sorrows 
of others — especially that overwhelming flood of 
grief that follows a sudden bereavement; and 
there may be circumstances in which it is fitting 
4iat you should refrain from visiting them, at 
least till the first gush of agonized feeling is past ; 
but as soon as propriety will admit, you should 
repair to their dwellings as a sympathizing friend. 
And where this is not practicable, by reason of 
distance or any other unfavourable circumstance, 
you may often advantageously express your sym- 
pathy by writing a letter ; for while it will be a 
comfort to your afflicted friends to know that you 
are thinking of them in their sorrow, you may be 
able to connect with your expressions of condo-> 
knee some good and fitting counsels, that shall 
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aid to a right, improt^ment of tfieit tnala Aii3 
let me say that this last ofike is one that is 
pecuiiariy needful to be discharged towards a 
person in deep affliction; iof th^e is always 
danger that, by brooding incessantly orer his loss, 
his mind mliy acquire that morbid habit, of which 
a compiaining (qtirit is the leading element, and 
from which the transition will be to a deeper 
neglect of &e most important interests. 

Sickness is another form of trouble that may 
well call forth your sympathy — sickn^ under 
any circumstances, but more especially, when it 
is found in connection with poverty. Such scenes 
as this, you must go out of the world, if you will 
avoid ; and if your residence happens to be in a 
large city, a little familiarity, especially with the 
outskirts and the obscurer parts of the city, will 
reveal to you scenes of this description more 
numerous and tnore distressing, than you had 
perhaps ever imagined. Sickness alone is bad 
enough — sickness, when surrounded with all the 
alleviations and appliances that wealth and friend- 
ship can furnish, is not an easy thing to be bornej 
as every one who has had experience wilf testify. 
But when poverty comes to be minglea in the 



«anie cup, and the patieot has no borne but ft 
hoyelj and no bed but a pallet o[ fitraw;, and no 
aecommodatioiis of any kind but such as acei* 
dental charity may have brought to him — be 
assured that sickness in- these circumstances 
.becomes quite another things and sympathy for 
such a sufferer, it would seem the most insensible 
lieart could not suppress. I counsel you, instead 
of avoiding such scenes, because they are painful 
or disgusting, to turn in at such a dweUing as 
often as your circumstances will permit. Be net 
afraid to stand by the bed side of the sick and ihm 
dying, though every thing may tell of the most 
equaiid poverty and the deepest degradation. 
8tand there, if it may not be as a comforter to 
the body, at least as a guide and counsellor to 
the spirit. Bring remedies and eomSoTta to the 
eick man, if you can ; and if God raises him up^ 
he will bless you for your generous remembrance 
of him in the time of his need ; and if he have 
been hitherto a ne^ecter of his immortal interests^ 
you will be able the more easily to gain his ear 
in speaking to him concerning them. Or if he 
ahould die, who can tell but that what you say to 
bim on his death bed, may be the means, by God's 
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bleMing, of fitting him for Heaven — but that jonr 
kind and christian counsels to his family, together 
with your earnest prayers in their behalf, may 
lead them to seek and find the coiisolations of the 
gospel ? 

There are many cases of spiritual distress atso 
that invite your sympathy. The careless world, 
I know, make but little account of these cases ; 
and yet they who have had experience know that 
there is no suffering on earth so bitter as that 
which they involve. The sinner awakened from 
his dreams of carelessness to a sense of his rela- 
tions to Gk)d as his Lawgiver and Judge, is not 
unfrequently, for a long time, subject to the most 
tormenting reflections; the remepibrance of his 
sins, of which he once thought nothing, haunts 
him by day and by night; remorse becomes a 
settled resident in his bosom ; and sometimes 
despair — absolute despair, throws her deep 
shadows around him. And then, again, there are> 
eases in which professing Christians, owing 
)»erhaps to some deHoquency or some infirmity, 
come to believe that theirs has been a spurious 
religious experience ; and, in the strength of this 
conviction, they are for a long time buried in 
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spiritual gloom. If you are not a true Christian 
yourself, such cases as these will be little likely 
to awaken your sympathy, because the distress 
which belongs to them not only lies without the 
circle of your experience, but cannot be adequately 
appreciated by you; but if you have been the 
subject of a spiritual renovation, you cannot be 
brought in contact with persons in these circum- 
stances without feeling for them deeply; and 
your sympathy will naturally discover itself in an 
effort for dieir relief. You will direct them to 
the fountain of grace and comfort that is set open 
in the gospel. You will set forth distinctly and 
fully the terms on which the blessings of salva- 
tion are offered. You will endeavour to correct 
mistakes, to solve difficulties, to do every thing 
that you can, to bring the darkened mind, writing 
bitter things against itself, in contact with the 
glorious promises. And you have every reason 
to hope that your sympathy thus expressed in a 
well-directed labour of love, will avail even to the 
inost important purposes — to bring the awakened 
sinner to the cross of Christ, and lead the despond- 
ing Christian to rejoice again in the evidence of 
the divine favour. 
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Tliere is, moreorer, a wide field for your sympii- 
thy in tke condition of the careless and ungodly 
world— of the multitude around you, some of 
whom are sunk in ignorance and vice — the 
slaves of sensuality and the dupes of a &ke 
religion, and others are decent respecters of 
Christian institutions, but negiecters of the great 
salvation. And then there are the hundreds of 
millions, who have been bom and educated un<kr 
Pagan and Mohamedan influences ; who are 
hastening to the close of life, ignorant of life's^ 
great end, and seeing nothing before them but an 
impenetrable darkness. With all these, if you are 
a true Christian, you must feel a lively sympathy ; 
and that sympathy may find expression, sometimes 
in your personal counsels and expostulaticHis, and 
sometimes in your pecuniary contributions and 
prayers. That professing Christian who keeps his 
hand clenched against the claims of those wh^Qnn 
his voice cannot reach, who is willing occasiw- 
ally to drop a word of advice upon the ear, but 
is never found dropping his contribution into the 
charity box, had better examine his sympathy, 
lest it should prove to be that which meets the 
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suflferer's application with the answer, ''Be ye 
warmed and be ye dothed, depart in peace." 

I will only add, that the sufferings of the 
oppressed, present a claim upon your sympathy-^ 
I mean ei^pecially, the o^^fptosaed in our own 
happy, yet dishonoured country. Let no man 
tell me that the slave who has nothing that he 
- can calj his own — not even his wife and children 
— no, nor yet himself, is after all not an object 
to be pitied. If the poor creature who says this, 
will consent to change places with him, then we 
will believe that he is himself rather to be pitied 
as a fool, than abhorred as a knave. But the 
truth is, no man in Ihe exercise of sober reason 
ever believed this. Slavery is an evil, the depth 
of which there is no line to measure. Its subject 
is robbed of the rights which God has given him 
— -the right even to be a man. I have no sympa- 
thy with the violent and denunciatory spirit on 
this subject that has of late years been going forth 
through the land, not only because it is wrong in 
itself, but because its tendency manifestly is to 
retard and embarrass the cause of emancipation. 
The whole subject is certainly encompassed with 
great difficulties, and involves comfrficated and 
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delicate relations whtck must not be oyetlooked ; 
but, instead of yielding to these difficalties, we 
are bound to rise with the magnitude of the 
occasion, and urge to some effective, and, if possi- 
ble, speedy, measures, by which we may cancel 
this debt which we owe, as a nation, to justice 
and humanity. I counsel you not to repress, but 
to cultivate your sympathy for the poor slave ; 
and if you do not live to see his chain broken, 
be able at least to reflect, when you die, that ytu 
have borne testimony against the reproach, and 
that whatsoever your hand found to do, you have 
done, for wiping it away. . 



^ LETTER XIII. 

FOKGIVENESS OF INnXRIES. 

NsvER, perhaps, was there an individual who 
had deeper injuries to forgive, and never one who 
forgave more cordially and promptly, than Joseph, 
^s^the facts which illtistrat^ this trait in his 
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character are interwoven with his whole history, 
and as I shall have occasion to advert to them 
somewhat in detail as I pass along, 1 shall not, 
at this point, attempt any thing like a connected 
view of them. The injurious treatment which 
Joseph received, has been brought to your consid** 
eration in a preceding jetter ; and, in connection 
with it, the daggers to which all young men are 
exposed, who are placed in similar circumstances. 
My design now is, to illustrate the noble spirit 
of forgiveness which Joseph evinced towards those 
who persecuted him, Ieis an example for you amidst 
the provocations and insults which you may pro« 
bably have to encounter. 

Forgiveness is nothing more than the spirit of 
benevolence acting itself out in an appropriate 
manner towards one who has intentionally injured 
you. Suppose an individual — be it that it is one 
of your own companions — has wantonly and 
malignantly assailed your character, or injured 
your property, or deprived you of some legitimate 
right — what course, under these circumstances, 
are you to adopt in respect to him? Doubtless, if 
you take counsel of the evil propensities of your 
nf^lure, or the corrupt maxims of the world, you 



168 ft»t0I¥BNESS OF BMnmai^ 

will set yourself to devise some efiective mode of 
retaliation. But if you yield to the dictates of 
an enlightened conscience, or if you consult the 
teachings of the Great Master as recorded in bit 
word, you will adopt a very different course — 
you will not only suppress a maloTolent sfHfit, 
but you will call into exercise a benevolent one : 
you will turn away from all those considerations 
which arc fitted to wound and exasperate, and 
keep in your eye those only which are adapted to 
preserve or restore the calmness of your mind, and 
to favour a speedy reconciliation. 

But to be more particular — you are to inquire, 
in the first place, whether you have not given 
some occasion for the injury that has. been done 
you ; or, if you are conscious of innocent inten^ 
tions, whether some action of yours may not have 
been misconstrued, and whether from that miscon^ 
struction may not have originated the injustice 
that you have received. In the former case, 
your duty manifestly is to confess — in the 
latter, to explain ] and if you safBsr carelessness, 
or an imagined self respect, or any thing else, to 
prevent you from doing this at the very earliest 
moment, you are, in a measure at least, responsi* 



\)\e ftw the injury of which you complain. If you 
have really been the aggressor in any degree, or 
have given the semblance of provocation for thfe 
'affront you have received, «— so far regard your- 
self as the offender ; and do not shrink fix)m the 
TOost frank and maaaly reparation. Or, if you have 
been suspected of something of \vhich you were 
innocent, -you are bound, if you can, to fumisk 
to the individual, evidence of your innocence, that 
he may see there was no jusft ground lor the ev3 
he had done you. Having done this, you have 
done ak in the character of an offender or a 
«upposed offender, which, at this point, eithefi* 
jtistice or charity demsmds of you. 

But, let us consider vour attitude now as 
changed, and inquire whether you have any duty 
to perform towards an enemy beyond the point 
•which we have reached — in other words, suppose 
tng you have made every apology and explanation 
that could be required' of you, — are you absolved 
from all farther obligation in respect to th6 
'</ffending individual?- I answer, by no means, 
iTou may have done every thing that you can 
directly to bring about a reconciliation ; but ' 

there may be indirect means which it is in your 
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power to use, which may not improbably prott? 
effectual when the others have failed. ^ You may^ 
for instance, in your casual meetings with the 
individuar in social life, or eTien in the street, 
make it manifest by your manner that you are 
cherishing towards &im no ill will, and that it is 
not your own fault that the alienation is continued. 
You may sometimes accomplish much through 
the interposition of some friend whose general 
0{Mnion he respects, and who, he would not be 
fikely to suppose, could be influenced by any 
Undue regard to your interests. You should 
watch - for opportunities of doing him good,, 
where you can, wfthout the appearance of being 
obtrusive, as if you would make a display of your 
magnanimity ; and especially you should avaiF 
yourself of such opportunities as may occur when 
he is in affliction,' for the heart is never so 
sensible to favoure, as when smitten by the rod 
of God ; and a revengeful spirit is never so easily 
dislodged by kindness^ as when that kindness is 
delicately manifested to assuage the current of 
grief You should keep an eye out to observe 
the least indication of a willingness to be recon- 
ciled ; and you should promptly avail yourself of 



it .to institute the most efective measures for 
consummating the desired object. You should 
not be strict to require the most exact reparation 
for the injury you have received ; but should 
show yourself willing to accept even what you 
may deem but a partial reparation; and if the 
individual, from pride or any other cause, refuses 
to make any reparation at all, other than is 
involved in a disposition to return to the mutual 
interchange o[ friendly feelings and good offices 
— though this certainly would not be so satisfac- 
tory as could be desired, y€t it would be your 
wisdom to accept even of this, apd let the rest 
be an account for him to settle with his own 
conscience. But suppose all your efforts to bring 
about a reconciliation prove futile, and after the 
utmost you can do, you can find no access to his 
heart, and he shows himself detennined to huld 
QO other than a hostile attitude towards you— 
why then nothing remains for you but to keep 
your heart with all diligence in relation to him^ 
and obey that injunction. of the Saviour from which 
no possible circumstances can ever absolve you, 
— " Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
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jou, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefoUy use you aod pevseeute you.'*" 

<^here are several mistakes into which you are* 
Uable to fall ux relation to the general subject of 
forgiveness ef injuries, which the contemplation 
of Joseph's example will be likely to prevents 
Let me call your attention to two or three of 
them. 

You may be liable to take ap th/^ opimon that 
while the smaller injuries to which you are- 
exposed may well enough be met with a forgiving, 
spirit, there are some injuries that are too gi^at tOi 
be forgiven, and which no one can forgive in, 
consistency with suitable self respect. But who,, 
iet me ask, ever experienced greater injuries than 
Joseph ? His brethren had no ground of accusa-^ 
tion against him — he seems to have been entirely 
an amiable, gentle, unassuming youth ; and even 
when he was seized, he was out upon an errand; 
that showed the kindness of his heart. What 
ijhey first intended to do was to put him to death,, 
outright i and then the expedient of throwing^ 
him into the pit was thought of; and fiiaally they 
formed and executed the horrible purpose oC 
^ellii^ hifa as a slaxe,, with no. other expectatiooi 
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than that he would never behold the faces of any 
of his kindred again, and that, henceforth, till 
death should come to his release, he would always 
be subject to the will of some cruel taskmaster. 
Conceive, if you can, of injury more deep, more 
bitter, than w^as here inflicted; and yet it was 
not too great for the amiable Joseph to forgive. 
When, years after this, 'he met his brediren in 
Egypt, and those melting scenesr which the history 
relates, occurred,-^ though Joseph fully apjnre- 
ciated the extent of the injury, and had all the 
cruel looks and words and actions which had 
been directed against him, treasured up in his 
memory, yet he forgave every thing : he met the 
offenders — great offenders as they were — in th# 
spirit of a generous reconciliation. And so, my 
young friends, ovlght it ever to be with you. No 
matter what may be the wrong that has been 
done you, you have no right to cherish a malevo- 
lent or unforgiving spirit for a moment. Does 
Joseph's character seetn less attractive to yt)u for 
his having forgiven his brethren even. the sin of 
fratricide toward him? Rather, is it not the 
greatness of the injury that throws such superla- 
tive lustre around the forgiving act? Imitate 
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Joseph in forgiving great injuries; and if there 
are those who sneer at this as indicating lameness 
or servility, you will have nothing to fear ] for it 
is a light thing to bear the sneers, either of base 
hypocrites or of miserable fools. 

It was an aggravating circumstance in the case 
of Joseph, that the injuries which he received 
were from his own brethren — children of the 
same father — the nearest relatives that he had on 
earth. You may observe, as a general rule, that 
quarrels in families are the bitterest quarrels that 
ever occur ; and where two brotliers become 
alienated from each other — no matter from what 
cause — reconciliation becomes exceedingly dl& 
cult, if not absolutely hopeless. It would seem 
that, where an alienation is once effected in such 
a case, its intensity is generally proportioned .to 
the strength of the aflfectioa which it has disptlaced. 
It may result from various causes ; but probably 
it originates more frequently in the distribution 
of the parental inheritance than any thing else. 
Let those who sustain to each other this endearing 
relation, be careful that it never becomes poisoded 
by dissension and crimination. Rather submit in 
silence to what you may deem great injustice, 
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than run the hazard of opening a domestic 
quarrel. Or, if you are so unhappy as to be 
already engaged in one, resolve, before reading 
another sentence of this letter, that you will 
instantly drop it. It is at too great expense 
that you quarrel with your own brother. Let 
the breach be continued a little longer, and it 
may be impossible ever to repair it; and you 
may be obliged to carry with you to the gravo 
the reflection that he who should have been a 
chief mourner at your funeral, if he is there at 
all, will be there only as a matter of decency and. 
constraint. 

It is worthy of remark that Joseph forgave his 
brethren, when he had them entirely in his power 
— just as entirely as they had him^ when they 
inflicted the injury. However weak and defence- 
less he was when they met him at Dothan, he 
was surrounded with the insignia of office when 
they found him in Egypt — the little unprotected 
boy had become the governour of the land ; and 
he couid do with them whatsoever he listed 
without being called in question for any course 
that he might adopt. He might have banished 
them instantly (rom his dominion, or he might 
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have coDi^ed them to perpetnal iniprisoDmeiit, 
or he might have served them as the poor baker 
was served, whose dream he had occasion to 
interpret ; but, instead of adopting any such 
rigorous and retaliatory measares, he freely 
forgave them the iniary. Perhaps, in certain 
cases, where you consider yourself aggrieved, 
you will seem ready enough to forgive — particu- 
larly in cases where the offender may be useful 
to you, and you can anticipate no advantage 
fiom • persisting in yonr resentment; — but are 
you equally disposed to reconciliation, where. you 
have him entirely in yonr power, and can do him 
a serious injury, perhaps without incurring the 
odium of it before the world ? While a case of 
this kind involves great temptation to cultivate 
an implacable spirit, it funiishes a fine opportimi^ 
to display a magnanimoos one. If you forgive 
only where your own personal interest would 
manifestly be promoted by it, and where yon 
have little or no power to inflict an injury, it may 
be worth while for you to inquire whether you 
have really exercised the forgiving spirit at all. 
If your enemy is in your power, let him feel, so 
far as any act of injustice is concerned) that he is - 



8S^ in your power. Never take any advantage 
in respect to him, that you would not feel justified 
in taking,' if he were your friend. It is not only 
unjust, but mean ^nd cowardly, to do him an 
injury, because you can do it— perhaps without 
detection. 

Joseph manifested a forgiving spirit by a 
corresponding course of action. He ultimately 
took from his brethren every ground of suspicion 
in regard to his sincerity, by performing towards 
them a succession of the most fraternal and 
generous acts. . He not only relieved their imme* 
diate necessities, but made provision for their 
permanent subsistence in circumstances in every 
way the most agreeable to them. Here again, I 
commend him to you as a model I have known 
.cases, not a few, in which individuals have 
deceived themselves in supposing that they had 
forgiven an enemy, when they had reached the 
point of being willing not to attempt to injure 
him — willing to let him alone ; and yet I have 
generally remarked that, where this negative 
course was professed, a more positive course was 
practised ; and that, on some occasions at least, 
the individual supposed to be forgiven, would be 
' 12 
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the object, if not of direct attacks, yet of ofiensive 
allusions. The truth is, you utterly mistake, if 

ft 

you imagine that you have forgiven an enemy 
when you have only got so far as to pass him in 
silence and neglect. You must be able to meet 
him with feelings and demonstrations of good 
will. And the more decisive these demonstra- 
tions are, the better — the better for him -^ the 
better for yourself. If, after a professed recon- 
ciliation, your conduct towards him savours of 
shyness, and is at best of an equivocal character, 
he will have no confidence in your professions, 
and you wttl have no comfort in his society ; and 
you will both probably settle down with the 
conviction that, though you have gone through 
the form, of reconciliation, the old grudge holds 
good. But if, on the contrary, you meet him in 
the spirit of good will and generosity, and espe- 
cially, if you avail yourself of the first opportunity 
to show him some substantial act of kindness, he 
will give you full credit for sincerity, and will 
probably meet you with a corresponding spirit, 
and thus a real and permanent reconciliation will 
be secured. It is really one of the noblest attri- 
butes of a noble soul, to be able to render good 
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for evil — especially to confer great benefits npon 
one from whom great injuries have been received. 
Joseph forgave his brethren in a way that was 
fitted to exert the happiest influence upon their 
tempers. He might indeed, as soon as they 
appeared before him in Egypt, and he recognized 
them as the brethren who had sold him as a slave 
— he might have revealed to them at once the • 

astounding fact that he was their brother, and 
have given them free and immediate access to a 
brother's heart. But, though his first feelings 
might have prompted to this, it instantly occurred 
to him that those brethren had committed a great 
offence, not only against himself, but against their 
£ith^r, and against God : and that it was fitting 
that they should be made sensible of it, and 
ftkould be brought to contemplate it with a- Uuly 
repentant spirit. And with a view to secure this 
end, and not because he desired to see them even 
temporarily unhappy, he instituted that singular 
course of measures by which they were so severely 
tried, up to the time that he made himself known 
to them. Their being imprisoned as spies, Simeon 
being detained as an hostage, the affair 'of the 
silver cup, and^that whole series of events, which 
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kept them do l6ng in anxiety and disfrie8&, tod 
sometimes even consternation, were designed — 
fraternally and mercifully designed, to make 
them hearty penitents in riew of their misconduct, 
and to prepare them for the blessings which were^ 
yet in store for them. And the desired tffett 
was produced — conscience was. stirred up to do 
its office; and in the fearful punishment which 
they apprehended, as well as in the eMtetmtf to 

r 

which they were actually brought, they s&w the 
enormity of the crime of which they had beeti 
guilty. And liii this respect itlso Joseph is aif 
example for j/au. It is one important pati 
of the duty you owe to the person who hatf 
injured you, to tiiake him sensible, ^ |fosSibkl=, of 
the evil of his conduct^ and kad him td ctrltivaM 
such a temper that hd shall at once bd worthy oS 
your forgiveness, and ablei tightly to appfdeiate i^ 
And suitably to profit by it. 

The considerations Which tiirg^ yoti to fhft eulti* 
ration of a forgiving spirit, I shall 6nly hint lat ift 
h single Word. It is in itself one of the noblest 
exercises df a virtuous temper, and one of thi 
greatest triumphs over a corrupt and grovelling 
Selfishness. It blesses both him Who forgives And 
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him who is forgiven, and operates like a chafn) 
to allay the withering strifes of society. It is 
one of the prescribed conditions on which we 
may hope for the forgiveness of ouir offences 
here, and our open acquittal at the judgment. 
It is the spirit which animated the Saviour of the 
world \ — which manifested itself in his do<itrines 
and precepts and example, and which Breathed 
in all its fulness and vigour amidst the scenes of 
Calvary. Ponder each of these considerations 
till it shall have exerted its full influence upon 
you ] and. like Joseph, and tike a greater than 
Jodeph, ever exemplify th6 forgiving spirit 
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j DESIGN, in this letter, to address you in respeet to 
&e feelings and conduct appropriate to the filial 
felation. It might seem as if nature herself had 
joaade such provision for tKe development of the filial 
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princifde, dmt little need be said to give it the right 
direction, or secure its legitimate end ; and yet the 
fact turns out to be, that there is scarcely a principle 
belonging to our constitution,- that requires more 
vigilant attention, or more careful culture, than this. 
I fear that truth constrains to the acknowledgment 
that the period on which you have fallen, is distin- 
guished above any preceding period in modern 
times, for the want of filial respect; and happy 
indeed shall I be, if, by holding up Joseph before 
you as a model, I shall succeed in reviving in your 
minds the aacient spirit of reverence towards 
parents, and of leading you to fieel that, if yoa 
will be true to one of the noblest instincts of your 
nature, you must honour your father and yoor 
mother. 

I had occasion to remark to you in the- 
preceding letter that Joseph's forgiving spirit had 
impressed itself upon his whole history ] and the 
same is true of his filial regard — it is so inter- 
woven with ail the important events of his life, 
that an attempt to separate it from them, would be 
nothing less than an attempt completely to falsify 
the narrative. Joseph was too yo"ng when his 
mother died, to know the strength o( maternal 
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love or the value of maternal care j but towards 
his father, who lived till after the son had reached 
his maturity, he showed himself one of the most 
perfect models in%e filial relation that history can 
furnish. 

The earliest development of the filial principle 

. that comes within our knowledge is affection : the 
very first exercises of feeling which the child 
discovers, that are in any degree independent of 
its physical nature — certainly the first feelings 
of an amiable character, may be read in the 
tenacity with which it clings to its mother, and 
in the smile into which a mother's love works its 
infantile features. And, doubtless, the feeling of 
afiection towards both parents, has the precedence, 
in the order of nature, above any other. Joseph, 
from his earliest years, evidently manifested 
toward his father a devoted attachment; and 
probably the great strength of his filial aflfection 
was one circumstance that made him so much art 
object of parental partiality, and was finally the 
occasion of bringing upon him such severe trials. 
But it Avas in his later years that his afiection 

* had an opportunity to manifest itself in the most 
decided demonstrations. Notice the afiectionate 
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inquiry whicli he nuide of his brethfeA conceroiikj^ 
^eir father's health, while yet they had not begun 
lo svispect 4hat their father was aiso hi& Notice 
the chfitgne ^hich he gave them to bring their 
fether — the old man, down, that he might set 
eyes uppn him. And after he had jreveaied to 
them the secret that he was Joseph^ observe that 
Ihe very first question which he 4isiced them was^ 
^Doth my father yet live?" — and io^with he 
renews with still greater earnestness the charge 
Whi<^h he had previously given -^^^ Haste yoa> 
^nd go up to my father, and say unto him, thi^ 
eaith thy son Joseph, God h^th nsade me lord of 
^ "Elgypt: come down unio me-*— tarry .nof^ 
And above alJ, notice the account of the funit 
meeting between him s^nd his fattier in the land 
of Goshen, and jee him dissolved in tears, hanging 
Upon his father^s neck ] and say wheth^ you can 
imtgine a scene in which the very sublimity of 
filial affection should be more strikingly mani- 
fested. And th^n you remember what provision 
he made for his father's comfort; — how carefully 
and tenderly he watched over his old age ; how 
he hastened to his dying bed to minister to his 
last wants and receive his final blessing ; — hoWj 
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^^611 aftet the patmrch had yielded up the ghoU, 
the dutiful, afiectionate «on still *'fell upon his 
father's fsLoe, and wept upoo him, and kissed 
him f and how, finally, after a public lament*, 
lion had been made lor him, he obeyed his dyiof 
command in having him removed for burial t« 
the spot which he had designated in the land of 
Canaan. You see that Joseph's affection for his 
£&ther was fac enougk irom being an inactive 
principle; it diseovered itself in every act of 
obedience and kindness which his own ability 
permitted, or his la^ter's necessities required. 

Joseph, ycm perceive^ treated his father witk 
the greatest res|>ect and reveie^ce. And this 
wa§ not a constrained feeling-^ it was the kfit* 
imate working of that strong filial aflfection, 
which was inwrought among the deepest sensi 
bilities of his nature. But this is nothing more 
than is due to the parental rektion. You are to 
reverence your parents as those whom Pnmdenca 
lias constituted your superiors and guardians: 
and you are to give expression to this spirit by 
every appropriate means. Especially, you i^ould 
beware that you do not pervert the affectionate 
fiimiliarity to which they may admit you, to 
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pvpoees of disrespect r yo« should not too KastiSjr 
call io question their opinions, and if you have 
occasion lo dissent fiom them^ should do it is 
a spirit oi heconing modesty: you should not 
ahow yfHiiaelf disposed to monopoHze or direct 
ihe conversation in vrfiidi they are taking a part, 
hut should rather give place to them, and 
femamhor that, en such occasioaa e^cially, one 
important part of yaur doty is to listen — ia 
short, you diould let it appear, <m every occasion, 
both in publick and private, that you cherish 
towvd them a profound respect, and that you 
are ready to defer to them in every thing that 
shall not interfere with the sober convictions o# 
your judgment and conscience. 

I am awue that there i^e cases to which these 
remarks, in aU their extent, cannot apply; for, 
unhappily, th^re are some children who have 
parents whose characters are such as to f<^id 
and repel even filial respect The child who 
sees his father fall down drunk, and he^rs him 
deal out vulgarity and blasphemy, and dreadb 
his return home, lest it should be the harbinger 
of a night of terror and weeping to his mother, 
cannot, ought not, to reverence that father, as U 
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he were a pattern of the domeetick virtues. S^B^ 
however, even in this case, there is something 
due to the parental relation. It is, to say the 
least, exceedingly offensive to all good taste, and 
I may add, contrary to the dictates of d&ture, for 
%, child in these circumstances to seem willing, as 
is sometimes the case, to expose a father's vices. 
You may not indeed be forbidden in all circum* 
stances to speak of them — that may sometimes be 
necessary ; but let it always be in a manner that 
^shall show that you have not forgotten that the 
offender is your father, and that you earnestly 
desire to render him a full share of filial respect 
There may be caises in which it is proper for you, 
even to address him directly in regard to his evil 
doings, and to put forth a vigorous efflort to 
recover him to virtue and usefulness. But this - 
is perhaps the most delicate office which a child 
ever has to perform j for, in this case, he seems 
to change places with the father^ and however 
well intended and well performed may be the 
duty Avhich he takes upon himself, there is always 
danger that it will be met with irritation and 
disgust. If you are ever providentially called to 
the discharge of this painful duty towards a 
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fttrant, be carefal that you select && tnosl 
&Toiiiable time — a time when his mind is most 
free from unnatural excitement and most open t& 
eonviction ; and if you can select aome moment 
when he is suffering immediately the efieet of his 
vices, or when some calamitous di^nsati^m hath 
overtaken him, ihtU will probably be the mast 
^▼oured moment of all. And ]et there be every 
thing in your mannei to evince that you approaqh 
&e duty with the utmtet reluctance and paio^ 
and that it is because you love your lather with 
strong affection thirt you cannot look upon hif 
luin and remain silent Let what you say be 
eonsiderately and discreetly weighed, before you 
aay it ; and, in oidinary cases, if you will secure 
the best impression, better not have the convert 
sation a very protracted one. What you must 
rely upon chiefly, under the blessing of Heaven, 
is the spirit of filial afiection coming out in such 
ft way as to keep down resentment, to disarm 
parental authority, and to open a way to the 
heart for a solemn, affectionate, earnest expostu* 
lation. 

But you are to obey your parents as well as 
reverence them— indeed you cannot reverence 
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tbem as you ought, bnt that obedience b secured 
as a matter of course. Whatever command 
Joseph received from his father, he obeyed 
cordially and promptly. If his father directed 
tum, when a child, to go and visit his brethren 
who were keeping their flocks, he went without 
Coring a single objection. If his father directed 
him, when govemour of Egypt, to convey his 
mortal remains back to the land of Canaan for 
burial, here again there was no time lost in obey- 
ing this command. And we have no reason to 
believe that his father ever addressed to him either 
a command or a request, but it was complied 
with at the very earliest moment possible. What 
a beautiful exemplification was this of the filial 
spirit! 

My young friend ^ go thou and do likewise." 
But remember that you do not come up fully to 
the spirit of the duty that is here required of you, 
merely by doing sooner or later, and in some 
way or other, the external act, which parental 
authority may enjoin. You must not only obey, 
but you must obey promptly. Suppose the service 
required of you be not exactly that which is most 
in accordance with your taste, or inclination, or 
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•f«ijodgiii«it — I do not say 4u^ you are sol 
at liberty, in sack a case, respectfully to stale 
your opinion, or offer a suggestion, but it ill 
becomes you to take the attitude of an objector 
or a caviller, and Tirtuaily tell your father tl»l 
you must at least have an argument with him, 
before you shall do the thing which he requirea 
As a general rule, the intimation of a parent's 
desire should be enough to determine yowt 
conduct; and none but a pcorent who has had 
experience, can know how great is the dlfierence 
between that obedience which is thus promptly 
and cordially rendered, and that which waits for 
a repetition of the parental mandate, and which 
after all is of a constrained and stinted character. 

You will anticipate me when I say that, aa 
vicious qualities in parents are not to be reve* 
renced, so neither are their commands to do evil| 
to be obeyed. But ^^here it often becomes an 
exceedingly delicate question how far you may 
go in what may seem doubtful compliances, rather 
than take the attitude of opposition to parental 
authority. In cases of this kind, you must judge 
by the best lights that you can command ] and it 
will generally be discreet in you to refer such 
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^oesdcms My soine matarer wisdom and expeiieiice 
thaa yoar own. But when the thing that ia 
required of you is manifestly and palpubly wrong, 
—no matter by what considerations it may be 
tn^ed, — you need not even ask yourself tha 
question whether you shall obey, for God has 
ahready settled that question at your hands. You 
must not even conniTe at evil, though the conse* 
quence should be that you are cut oflfirdn) the 
paternal inheritance, or turned out of the paternal 
dwelling. Such extreme cases, however, rarely 
occur ; and even when a parent thus perverts his 
authority by requiring at the hands of his child 
what cannot be rendered in consistency with a 
good conscience, the child wiU, very often at least, 
by respectfully stating his convictions and remon- 
atrating against the thing required of him, relieve 
himself from the alternative of either violating his 
conscience or disobeying his father. 

I will only add that the filial spirit properly 
brought into exercise, will, if necessary, and if 
possible, provide for the comfort of parents in 
the decline of life. It was worth all that Jose{^ 
had suffered from the persecution of his brethren, 
and even being exiled so long from his beloved 
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firther, to be able to act the ibther temtfdft Mil 
in his latter ywss: indeed, for &e pleasure of 
that one meeting— ^the weloome, the embraeei 
the paternal benediction, what generooe minded 
•on woald not stand ready to make any sacriicel 
Posiibiy your parents may have been uafortunata 
in life; and, after haying' sopplied your eax^ 
wants, and educated you to some useful puisnit| 
they may have themselves become poor; and 
now, as old age is advancing upon them, they 
may be without the means of procuring eveil tha 
comforts of life. If you have a spark of filial 
sensibility, you will never see them suffer — yon 
will not obHge them even to ask your aid — your 
generous interpositioa will at least be as quick as 
ihm own thoughts; and you will not rest till 
their wants are provided for, even though your 
own lot may not rise above an humble mediocrity. 
But, admitting that they stand in no need of 
pecuniary aid, there are other things besides 
money that can minister to the comfort of old 
age. Your filial attentions — your frequent visits, 
if you are sepamted from them — your delicate 
expressions of respect and veneration, will ail 
operate as a cordial to their q)ints; and these 
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^t9^ %e ^tmfte ^ed&as u> them than any comfoHs 
^bat opulence could bring within their reach. 
Especially ii they are sick^ you should hasten^ 
ivitb tUial te»deroe$6, 4o thek bed «ide^ aod let 
them see that you are vigilaQt in respect to every 
thing that cain prdmote ^beir eomfcrrt ; and even^ 
when they come to be in the twilight of life, let 
them reflect, if it tnay be so, that their beiovedl 
children are among the laat ol^ts of their 
inortal vision. I can ' hardly forbear envying 
^at son who has at once the disposition and the 
opportunity of ecnoothiog the path of his aged 
fmrents tp the grave. 

I had inteod-ed to say something in the conclu^ 
«ion of this letter, to urge to the cultivation of 
ibis spirit ; bat it so obviously appeals to whatevet 
* «e generous and n(A>}e in human nature, that I atn 
wriling to leave the whole subject with yoa 
without another word. I will, however, just 
add, that the absence of this spirit in a young 
man marks him as an object at once to be pitied 
and to be avoided; and that its existence is 
regarded, and justly regarded, as one of the best 
pledges of a Virtuous and useful character. 
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EvEjLT tbiDg that has been ttid in die preoed-^ 
mg lett^rt has taken for gnmfed that Joseph 
vras a traly leiig^as nan. Ton have seen how 
his most ordinary actions were eridentlj dictated ^ 
by a regard to pr&Maple and conscience ; how 
■nceiity and benevolence breathed in aU his 
social intercourse, and stem integrity marked 
etery step of his coarse as a man of business. 
Bat I design, in the present letter, to bring him 
before you more immediately in die relations 
which he sustained to God ; or rather to show 
you how the sentiment of dependence on €rod 
operated as the controlling pnaoiple of his life.' 
I might point to Tarious facts in his history—^ 
such as his recognition of divine aid in his inter- 
pretation of the dreams, or rather his referring 
Ae whole matter to the direct agency of Heaven^ 
«— bis commending his brethren to the mercy of 
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Almighty God, when hd sent them 'back to his 
Ikther, and other similar circumstances ; but it is 
enough to say that this attribute of his character 
manifests itself, directly or indirectly, at every 
point of his history. He evidently acted, habitu- 
ally, under a deep impression of an ail-seeing^ 
all-controliing €rod. And this same spirit I would 
urge you to cultivate, as the leading element of 
true piety — as ^e germ of Christian character. 

By the spirit of dependence, I mean that spirit 
which recognizes your own weakness, and which 
relies, in a suitable manner, on help from on high. 
It has reference both to your temporal and spiritual 
needs. I hardly need say that its appropriate 
expression is prayer. 

In every thing that relates to the present \ih 
you are to cherish a due sense of dependance on 
God. Trivial as the interests <)f this 4ife may 
seem, compared with those of another, it still has 

r 

its imp<^tance ; and when considered in its relation 
to a future life, an importance that outruns all 
calculation. In respect to these interests — no 
matter whether they be the higher or the lower 
interests of life, — infinite power, wisdom, goocU 
aess, are to be acknowledged. For instance, yo« 
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«Te to watch cavefuUy the imficatioafi of Ph>f^ 
4ence, and to seek the higher aids of God's Spirit^ 
ki regard to the choice of yow pro&ssion or 
eccupation Cor life ; for, if you happeo to mistake 
here, and make a choice which your talents »ancl 
eircuaistances do- not justify, you may bring upopn 
yourself cahHnitiea frcHn« which no sitbsequent 
effort wiU be able to deliver yoa. You are to> 
trust in Grod, not only for guidance in req^ect to» 
the Held whidi you are to occupy,, bat for the^ 
ability to occupy it with success, and for a blessing^ 
^^xxQoacn your labours. You are liable sometime:}^ 
to be placed ..in circumstances of di^uhy and 
embarrassment — to see your worldly prospects 
elouded, and your path apparently hedged up — ^ 
here again, you- are to direct your eye .upward ; — 
you are to seek relief from the power that rules the- 
world. Id a word, you are to trust God for every 
Keeded temporal blessing -^you* are to trust hi» 
wisdom to decide what blessinga are best for you^ 
«nd his power and goodness, to bestow Ih^ra. 

But there is a nobler life than Ais—* there is aik 
»)ward spiritual life which developed itself in holy 
<?xercises and actions : there is a future immortal 
life^ thai is. ta be thjs thjeajtjce of the endless growth 
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and glory of the spirit, and for which the present 
is chiefly important as constituting the scene of 
preparation. And in all that respects these nobl^ 
forms of existence and action, your dependance on 
God is specialty to be acknowledged. First of 
all, you are to cast yourself npon him as art 
ofiendiog creature. Deeply sensible of your 
uoworthiness, you are to rely on his mercy, 
through . the mediation of Christ, for the pardon* 
of your sins, and his grace for the cleansing and 
venoTation of your soul. la all your spiritual 
diffieuhies, you are to look ^to him for direction ; 
in all * your temptations, for succour ; in all your 
sorrows, for comfort; in all your weakness, for 
strength. £v«n though you may have been the 
subject of a true renovation, you will probably 
oAen find yourself at a distance from God, and 
perhaps your progress in the Christian life may 
be so slow and equivocal, that you may be ready to 
doubt whethser what you called Christian expe« 
rience was not gross delusion. In all these cir- 
cumstances, what you have to do is to bring to 
your aid, by living &ith, the resources of bound* 
less grace. Thus making God your refuge and 
strength, you will be enabled to forget the thingt 
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that are behind, and press forwi^rd; and your 
path will shine brighter and brighter unto the per- 
ft^day. 

cM^e great importance of cultivating this principle 
<if dependance on Grod, will be obvious from two 
considerations. It is itself the primary element of 
religious character, and it is that which, in its 
legitimate operation, gathers around it some other 
of the loveliest graces and virtues of the Christiaiv 
A moment's reflection will show you that it 
precedes, in the order of nature, all the other 
graces. Indeed, if it may not be said to precede 
the formation of Christian character, it is at least 
associated wkh the very earliest exercises of true 
piety ; for it is not till the soul feels its absolute 
dependance on God for salvation, that it is brought 
to yield itself up to him in acts oi repentance 
and faith. Without this spirit, no one ever 
offers up acceptable prayer :. the publican could 
not have exclaimed with sincerity — ^'God be 
merciful to me a sinner!" — if he had not felt 
that he was entirely dependant on God for 
the blessinjgf that he supplicated. Remember 
then, if you have not had such views of your 
.own weakness and guilt and unworthiaess, as 
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to make you deeply realize that salvation, if it 
comes to you at all, must come from God, — you 

* 

have never been the subject of a genuine conver- 
sion — you have never offered to God acceptable 
homage. ' 

But you are to view this spirit also in its relation 
to other Christian qualities, particularly humility, 
submission, gratitude, and activity. 

What is there that can make you humble, if 
it be not a sense of your dependance on God? 
If you feel that you are indebted entirely to your 
own industry or skill for your temporal blessings, 
and that you may safdy tru^ to your own merit 
for all the spiritual blessings that you need, the 
consequence will necessarily be that you will be 
full of pride and self confidence; — you will 
never come to take lessons from the cross;-* 
you will scorn the humbling provision — ^the only 
l^rovision which the gospel makes-^for your 
salvation. But if, on the other hand, you feel 
that you are at best short-sighted and impotent — - 
that you are liable to be deceived where you are 
most sure of being right, and liable to fail where 
you are most confident of success; if you are 
deeply ^ensibki that you owe a debt to divine 
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justice that you can nsver pay, and that, if yott 
are finally sained, it must be by a special dirme 
and gracious interposition; if, m «hort, you feel, 
fbat you are a debtor to God's abounding mercy 
for every thing temporal and eYefy thing spiritual 
•-—for all that you enjoy and all that you hope 
for,— then I ask, how you can avoid being- 
humble ? If it is God who makes you to diibr 
from others whose lot ^ less favoured-^ if God 
is the bountiful bestower, and jrou the unworthy 
recipient, and you sensibly feel this^ you are 
humble as a matter of course — you walk humbly 
with God — you walk humbly before the world. 
And I need not explain to you the dilSerenoe 
between that proud spiiit whidi goeth befoare a 
fall, and that humble spirit which is the signal for 
being exalted. 

So also a suitable dependance on God- is a 
security for submisston to the divine will. If you 
trust to yout own wisdom, or that of your ibUow 
creatures, to order your lot, scorning <be idea 
that you stand in need of any superhuman guid« 
ance, you will be ill prepared for disappointment; 
and when it comes, you will indulge in unavailing 
regrets, and equally unavailing reproaches. . You 
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will bhme the eye that was so blbd, or the hand 
that was «o feeble, or the heart that was so base| 
as to frustrate your faTouxite purposes ; or possibly 
you may ^1 upon yourself in bitter accusations 
for having negligently betrayed your own inte'^ 
rests. But, if you cast all your cares upon God, 
and confide all your interests to his providence 
and grace, recognicing his hand not only in the 
blessings that cheer you but in the sorrows that 
make your heart desolate, — then you will be 
prepared for scenes of thai — prepared to submit 
to them without repining, because that wisdom ii^ 
which you are accustomed to exercise an implicit 
confidence has ordained them. It was but the 
other day that I received a letter from a young ' 
lemale, informing me that her father, who has 
long been known as one of the greatest and best 
men ef the age, had been suddenly — in the 
twinkling of an eye-^stticken down by death. 
It was the greatest affliction that ' she could 
have experienced; for not only was she hereby 
derived of one of the best of fathers, but was 
now^ for Uie first time, thrown upon her owa 
resources in respect to the general direction of the 
interests of her family. But, in the days of 
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prosperity, she had been accustomed to cultiyate 
a constant feeling of trust in Giod ; and everjr 
sentence in her sad letter showed that, now that 
the day of adversity had come, she was not taken 
by surprize — that her spirit had already been 
disciplined for the trial, and that she was reposing 
in humble submission in the perfect wisdom and 
goodness of her Heavenly Father. You too must 
expect days of trial ; and, as you would desire to 
be calm when the storm rages, to be resigned 
when earthly comforts fly away, let me exhort 
you to an habitual feeling of dependance on Qod. 
Gratitude too is another of the graces that 
cluster about this primary form of religious feeling. 
It must be so ; for if you feel that you depend on 
God for every thing — on his providence for 
protection — on his spirit for sanctification, yott 
also recognize his hand in these blessings when 
they are actually bestowed; and what else is 
thinking of him in this way as your Bene&ctor, 
but being grateful for his goodness? Moreover, 
how natural that, as you look forward in the spirit 
of dependance to the future, you should connect 
with your anticipations a review of the past; that, 
with the supplications which this spirit piompts 



dj:pen0ani3s on god. 203 

fox the l^essings that you need, thanksgivings 
flbould also mingle for the mercies which you have 
zeceived. Only take care that you. feel sufficiently 
your dependance on God, and you may leave 
the spirit of gratitude to take care of itself — 
the one can not thrive but the other will thrive 
with it. 

I will only add that this temper which I have 
been recommending, is really the spirit of all true 
Christian activity. I well know that the doctrine 
of dependance is often perverted to purposes of 
negligence and sloth. The sinner perverts it to 
the neglect of his salvation — for he reasons thus 
with himself — " If I depend entirely for salvation 
on God*s grace, then I have nothing to do but to 
irait till that grace is communicated ; and if it 
never comes, and I am lost in consequence, who 
shall say that I am my own destroyer 1" The 
professed Christian often perverts it to the neglect 
of the most obvious duties of the religious life ; 
*' for," says he, "if God's work is to be carried 
forward in the world by his own agency, — if the 
church cannot be revived except by his quickening 
influence,, — if the heathen cannot be saved unless 
his arm is revealed for their deliverance, then what 
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have I to do, but lit still till God does hia qws 
work, and then give him the glory ?" Need I sof 
that this is the most egregious sophistry, or r^e» 
the most miserable trifling ? Qod has made you a 
moral agent ; and he requires you to act according 
to the laws of your moral nature ; and it is onij 
as you obey this requisition, that you have a right 
to expect his blessing. He will give you yoor 
food and raiment, but you must work ibr it Hi 
will give you grace to help in every time of need: 
but he will communicate it to you through the 
medium of your own activity. And if you do 
not comply with the terms on which the blessing 
is offered, blame not God -^-^blame only yoorself — ^ 
if it be withheld. 

But I have said that this doctrine of depen* 
dance, when viewed alight, instead of being aa 
encouragement to sloth, is a stimulant to efi^rt 
For it carries you out of your own feebleness, 
and brings you into communion with everlasting 
strength. If you were required to diseharge the 
duties of the spiritual life especially, in reliance 
on your own resources alone, you might well yieH 
to despondency, and attempt nothing ; ibr, if you 
viewed the matter aright, you could not but ^1 
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tiiat, in celfttion to such duties, yoar own strength 
is weakness. ' But, since you are privileged to 
bring to*yourself by faith and prayer a portion of 
that energy which made the world — since, when 
you are oppressed with a sense of your weakness, 
you can hang on that arm on which the whole 
creation hangs, you have nothing to fear — you 
inay go forward with confidence and alacrity ; 
and not a believing and well directed effort that 
you put forth will ultimately miss its object. 
And let me say, this accords with individual 
experietice. The most efficient labourers in the 
cause of truth and righteousness have always 
been those who have believed the doctrine of 
dependance without pervertipg it; who have 
laboured as diligently as if all depended on 
themselves; who have depended as absolutely 
as if their labours were in no way requisite to 
^e blessng. 
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REWARDS THAT CROWN A VIRTUOUS 

COURSE. 



LETTER XVI. 

VIRTUE CROWNED WITH SAFETY. 

If I have accompHshed the end which I proposed 
in the preceding letters, I have given you some 
idea of the dangers which yoa are to meet, and 
of the spirit in . which you are to meet them. I 
have shown you the amiable and exemplary Joseph 
cast into a furnace of temptation and affliction, and 
coming out of it like gold seven times purified ; 
and have endeavoured to hold him up to you, 
not only as an illustration of the difficulties and 
trials which you may expect, but as an example of 
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the ▼irtnes and gmces at which you are to altt 
It only remains tha^ ia the letters which follow, t 
ahouid ask yea to ooatennplate the brigiit rewards 
with which his coarse was crowned^ as exempli- 
fymg, ia some degree^ the rewards which eveiy 
yoang man has a right to look for, who walks ia 
hiastepoL 

la a world of danger like this, it is much to say 
that an individaal is safe; notwithatuiding the 
idea which this involves is ^rather negative than 
positive. I will endeavour to show you how 
virtae ensures safety — safety both ia respect to 
temporal and spiritual evils. 

I do not undertake to say that virtue will be 
«LQ absolute security against all temporal evils;— ^ 
for we know that this is contradicted by experience. 
Nor do I mean to intimate that the virtuous man 
will always escape injury from his fellow man ; — 
for this idea is refuted by the experience of Joseph 
himself; and we all know that we are to look for 
the history of some of the best men that the World 
has seen, in the recolrds of martyrdom. The truth 
which Joseph's history illustrates^ and to which I 
wish now to direct your attention, is, that the good 
man is safe, even when dangers aeem to ihreaten. 
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— sale in any circumstances in which he cao be 
placed. 

If yott look into the worid, you wilt find that a 
targe pprtion. of the evils which individuals sufier 
from their fellow men, are not altogether unpro- 
voked — they have their origin in some previous 
lieglect .or positive wrong, of which they have 
themselves been guilty. You may indeed have 
received a much greater wrong than you have 
inflicted; hut if you had indicted none at all) 
neither, perhaps, would you have received any. 
Now, against this whole clas? of evils virtue 
secures you, by leading you to forbear all provo* 
cation. And when an unprovoked injury haf, 
been inflicted, virtue may not improbably prevent 
the repetition of it, by leading you to meet the 
oflTender in the spirit of a generous conciliation. 
Let a man who has been injured by another, show 
hifl^elf, not indeed insensible to the injury or 
lacking in self respect, but, with a high magnani- 
mous bearing, ready to return good for evil ; and 
if he is not henceforth secure against all injury 
from the same source, it is evidence that he has 
fallen into the hands of a fiend and not of a man. 

Besides^ there is something in the dignity with 
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wbkh Tirtue surrDunda its possessor, to- repef every 
improper freedom — much more every injarioa* 
assault. There are indeed some who caniiot be 
restrained even hy this — some who are so dehased 
and maligniuit, that the loAier the virtue, the more 
yeady they are to insult and tarnish ;: but, in most 
eases, even malignity itself will qiiail before the 
majesty of exalted principle. 

Moreover; if such an individual be unjustly 
assailed, there are many around who are ready 
to come to his aid. His excellent character, 
as in the case of Joseph, secures to him excellent 
fHends; and they are ever at band to throw 
themselves as a shield between him and any 
meditated harm of which they may be apprized 
Even those with whom he may have had no 
particular intimacy, if they see that he is likely 
to suffer, will throng about him for his defence ; 
and perhaps, in the end, he may have no occa- 
sion personally to regret that the injury was 
attempted, as the eifect of it has been only to 
show him how mnch strength he has, in the good 
will of the community at large, as well as in the 
attachment of his personal friends. 

But suppose tho very worst that ean happen, to a 
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good man — suppose that, like some of oar modern 
missionaries, he be surrounded with those who are 
not only thirsting for his blood but literally 
hungering for his flesh, and he sees the fearful 
preparation going forward for taking his life in 
the most barbarous manner — it is possible that 
God may interpose, even then, for his deiirerance. 
He who would not sufier Joseph to be left in the 
pit to die, nor to remain in prison for a crime of 
which he was not guilty — He who would not 
suffer the lions to harm Daniel, when he was 
thrown among them, nor the furnace to burn the 
young men when they were cast into it — He 
^may find means — and that without resorting to 
a miraculous agency — for effecting the delive- 
rance of an individual, even in the circumstances 
which I have supposed. Be it, however, that no 
such signal interposition occurs, and that he who 
has fallen into the hands of cannibals, actually 
falls a victim to their barbarity — is there any 
safety here? Yes, safety in the best sense — the 
immortal spirit is safe — the faggots that set the 
body on fire, or the sharp instrument that pierces 
'the seat of life, only liberates the great imprisoned 
:^ 'soul, so that it can fly oflT to its glorious home. 
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iafe. LymsB and Mniwoo and WilUams were 
•afe, when they felt that the next nunnent diey 
were to be Che sabjecti of a riolMot and honible 
death. 

I have attempted to show yoo, in some pieeedr 
ing l^ten, that tboee evils which afkct yoi^ 
earthly condition merely, aie not the evile hem 
which foa have moet to fear, and, in relation to 
which chiefly, safety is to be regarded as a 
blessing. There ane spiritual evils — evils thitf 
have their seat in the soul, and, if not removed, 
must afibct its permanent weli-being — nay, entail 
upon it an everksting death. Let me say, virtue 
—I here and all along use the word in the 
higher and evangelical sense, as including what- 
ever is essential to religious character — virtue 
is an efiectual security against these greatest of 
evils. 

Consider its influence in regard to the tempta- 
tions by which you are surrounded. If you 
habitually manifest the spirit of true religion — 
especially if you are a ^ning example of it-^ 
there is a large class of temptations which you 
will, by this means, keep at a distance from you 
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— I refer particularly to the direct attempta of 
evil companions to draw you into sin. It is true 
tb$t men of corrupt principles and profligate 
lives are always glad enough to seduce the 
young Christian into forbidden paths ; and where 
they can bdng such an one to make shipwreck of 
his religious character, they never fail to chronicle 
it as a victory.' But those on whom they are 
most likely to try their wiles, because most like]y 
to succeed, are persons who have already betrayed 
to them some symptoms of backsliding — who 
have furnished them evidence that i^eir principles 
are more easy and accommodating than those of 
professed christians generally. Persons of this 
description — observe it where you will — are 
courted by the gay, the worldly, and sometimes 
even the profligate ; and alas 1 the result too 
often shows that the judgment which was formed 
respecting their susceptibility to temptation was 
but too correct. Whereas, on the other hand, 
let an individual stand forth the coDsistent, 
decided Christian, inquiring only what he ought 
to do in order to decide what he shall do, — and 
he will not be regarded as a good subject for the 
wiles of the wicked to operate upon ; — and there 
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will be 80 litde confidence of snccess in respect to 
him, that the efibrt to tempt and destroy will be 
likely to take some diflferent direction. The meii 
who make it their business to ruin others, are 
generally wary enough in selecting those wfaom 
they intend to make their victims; and they must 
either be excessively presuming, or greatly lacking 
in discernment, to fasten upon those who are 
models of integrity and virtue. 

But we will suppose that a person of this high 
moral and religious character actually is assailed 
by the enemies of virtue— -or, if you please, we 
will view him as brought in contact with the 
various temptations incident to our present condi- 
tion, and growing out of the circumstances in. 
which we are placed — temptations which even 
the most vigilant care and the most seraphic piety 
cannot always avert — his advantage now is, that 
he is armed for a conflict with the tempter. 
Joseph could not avoid the criminal solicitations 
of Potiphar's wife; but his eminent goodness 
made him proof against them. Y&ub cannot avoid 
temptations from the various objects with which 
you are conversant ; the various pursuits to which 
you are devoted. Pleasure, honour, wealthy 
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may come and court your affections, and try to 
draw your heart away from your higher inter- 
ests; but, if you have 5oseph^s spirit, you will 
meet them all wi(h a resolute resistance ; and 
every donilict that occurs in your experience, 
will be the signal for a fresh victory. Yon 
will not do this in your own strength ; but 
God's gracious Spirit will come to your aid, 
and work in you and by you, to defeat the 
powers bf evil. 

It is not merely from enemies without, however, 
that your best interests are in jeopardy — you 
have within you existing in connection with a 
partially sanctified nature, a formidable host of 
corruptions; and these continue to operate with 
more or less vigour to the close of life. But even 
these enemies shall not ultimately harm -you. 
They may temporarily assert their power, and 
you may be ready sometimes to imagine that they 
will bring you into complete captivity. But here 
again, if you can rely on the testimony of God, 
you may feel sure that you will come off more 
than conqueror. The new principle in your soul 
will live in spite of them ; and every inward 
conflict in which you are engaged, will render it 
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more vigoiXKis in ite operations. Yes, I repeat, 
you are safe ; because you have the promise of 
God — the everlasting arm, to sustein you. 

Say then, my young friends, whether there be 
not much implied in that safety which crowns a 
virtuous course. To be safe amidst temporal 
dangers and amidst spiritual dangers, from enemies 
without and from enemies within, in all actual 
and in all possible circumstances — surely you 
cannot estimate such a privilege too highly. The 
irreligious man is safe never, — not even when no 
cloud lowers in the sky, and every thing seems to 
speak of promise and hope : the good man is safe 
always, — though a death-like gloom may seem to 
have gathered over his horizon, and the last of his 
earthly joys may be upon the wing. Virtue, thou 
art indeed rich in thy rewards — but as yet we 
have only seen the beginning. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Virtue crowned with peace. 

It is a gf eat blessiag to live in peace .with ouir 
fellow men ^ to be able to reflect, either that w6 
liave HO enemies in the world, or that, if we have 
them, it is not our own fault. Peace in the. 
domestic circle -—peace in the neighbourhood—* 
|)eace ia the more extended community, — while 
it is in itseif a rich blessing, is the source of many 
-other blessings which ^enter largely into the scene 
of human esjoyment. The universal prevalence 
«of peace ia the world is predicted in scripture as 
one of the brightest glories of Messiah's reign. 

But the peace of which 1 propose to treat in 
the present letter, differs from this chiefly as a 
caiSse difiers from an effect. It is the inward 
peace of the soul — that serene and yet fearless 
state of mind, which philosophy indeed may 
counterfeit, but which Christianity alone can 
really produce. Let this spirit prevail through 
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in entire community, and the members of tbaf 
community will be at peace with each other, 
furnishing a beautiful resemblance to the harmony 
of Heaven. Let it reign in the breast of a solitary 
individual, and though there maybe the wildest 
tempest raging around him, it will never penetrate 
the sanctuary of his own bosom. 

How beautifully is this inward peace exemplif ed 
in the history which I have laid before you I We 
have seen that Joseph was sometimes placed in 
circumstances of peculiar trial : he was cruelly 
exiled from the paternal home ; he was sold as a 
Ellave ; he was imprisoned as a felon ; and yet 
there is not an intimation in the history, that he 
manifested the semblance of a complaining spirit 
in any of the trying situations in which he was 
placed ; and the only instance in which we hear 
of his making an effort, or saying a word, with a 
view to bring about any melioration of his condi- 
tion, was that in which he hinted to the king's 
butler, whose dream he had interpreted, that, after 
he (the butler) shouid be released from prison, a 
good word spoken to the king in his behalf, would 
be very acceptable. Bui there was no evidence 
that Joseph was ruffled by the ingratitude of his 
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4^ow prisoner ia not heeding his request; nor, 
indeed, by any other of the adverse circumstaRces 
which occurred to him. He seems always to have 
jnaintained a delightful equanimity of temper, — 
no matter what burdens- may have oppressed, or 
what dangers may have threatened ; and this wis 
at once one of the exercises and the rewards of his 
exemplary yirtue. 

Let me call your attention, ibr a little, to^ the 
manner in which virtue — religion — operates to 
produce this inward peace. 1 hardly need say 
that this is a point of great importance ; for not 
only is this peace an important element in our 
earthly happiness, but it is that emphatically 
which constitutes earthly happiness. Without it, 
all the good which the world has to bestow, will 
leave a man miserable : with it, all the evil which 
the world can inflict, cannot render him so. In 
the strong language of scripture, it is a '* peace 
that passeth understanding." 

Let me say then, that virtue operates to secure 
this richest of all blessings, first of all, by its 
effect upon the conscience. Man, as a sinner, is 
alienated from God, his righteous lawgiver and 
final judge.; and conscience is the faculty thai 
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gives bhn notice of this alienaHoii, and foieee wpom 
him the inquiry how he shall be abie to stand ia 
&e judgment He may indeed be so sank ia 
stupidity^ that he may sin for a time) and eveA 
with a high hand, without remorse ; but let him. 
awake to the actual reality of his condition, and 
liien b^ns the controveisy between his inclina- 
tions on the one hand, and his conscience on the- 
other. His sinful propensities prompt to evil — 
his conscience points to a future reckoning ; and 
though, so long as he xetains his chaiacter as aa 
habitual sinner,, his evil propensities prevail, yet,. 
^o long as his conscience remains in any degree 
awake, it will at ^east occasion an inwazd disquiet^ 
ude, if it does not haunt him with absolute horror. 
Now, it is the province of true virtue to bring 
these difierent faculties of oui nature into harmony 
•«-to give the inclinations a right direction, and 
to draw from conscience an approving testimony^ 
But the difficulty lies yet deeper, and reachea 
feirthet back ;, for even the renovating work of 
the Holy Spirit leaves man in only a pemialljr 
sancti£ed state -^he is stiU, in a degree, the> 
servant of sin ; and conscience notifies him that 
aveiy sin. of which, he is guilty deserves pimish^ 
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fncnt — notifies him, moreoverj that he can do 
nothing to atone for the sins that ar& past. But 
here comes in the life giving assurance, that there 
is redemption from sin through the blood of Christ 
Faith in Christ applies this blood to the con- 
science, thus furnishing it with an answer toward 
God; and the consequence is, that tte clamours^ 
of guilt are hushed, and the joy which the 
confidence of a free forgiveness inspires, diffuses 
itself through the soul. Many jof you, I trust, 
who will read these pages, have a knowledge on 
this subject, which experience alone can impart. 
You have felt — still feel — what no language 
can render intelligible to a mind that is a stranger 
to the exercises of living faith : and as for those 
who have had no such experience, they have not 
only the testimony of multitudes that is worthy 
of all acceptation, but they may form some 
conception of the joy of forgiveness by what they 
themselves sometimes suffer from the terrours 
of remorse. If you cannot fully appreciate the 
blessing of a pacified conscience through the 
blood of Christ, so far as respects its positive 
character, you surely have had experience enough 
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of an oppottte kind, to realise that it is no U^ 

thing to gain a deliverance from a sense of gaik 
But, while virtue produces inward peace, by 
thus reversing the testimony of conscienee,^ it 
contributes to the same result also, by rooting aunt 
from the soul those evil affections and desires 
which perpetually minister to its disquietude. 
Look at the revengeful man. He has receivedy 
or supposes he has received, some injury; and 
he imagines th^t his honour is tarnished; and 
he cannot rest till he has made provision to 
brighten it up by some revengeful act — perhaps 
by attacking his adversary in the street — perhaps 
by calling him into the field, in the hope of 
shedding his blood. Rely on it, there is, in all 
these cases, not only mental excitement but 
mental agony; the spirit which can prompt to 
such an act or such a project, is worthy of a 
fiend ; and it cannot have possession of a human 
bosom without being a tormentor. And even, 
where, from considerations of timidity or of. 
policy, there may be no external demonstratioB 
of the revengeful spirit, — though it may never 
be felt in any offensive act, nor heard even in a 
whisper, yet it will be nothing better in the soul 
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than an imprisoned fury ; or, if you please, a 
serpent holding the whole inner man continually 
in his deadly coils. Look, next, at the covetous 
man, who is forever grasping for great posses- 
sions ; at the envious man, who cannot be happy 
while he sees others more favoured than himself; 
at the complaining man, who can never he 
satisfied with his own lot; at the sensualist, 
whose appetites are always in a feverish excite- 
ment, and whether gratified or ungratified, leave 
him with no rest to his spirit ; and, in each of 
these cases, if you could know the secret history 
of the soul, you would know that there is an 
amount of unhappiness, of which the outer 
man gives but little indication. To all these 
evils, virtue, in proportion as she prevails, fur- 
nishes an effectual antidote : and how much such 
an antidote is worth, diey best can judge, who 
have felt the corroding influence of these evil 
tempers, and have afterwards had them cured by 
those powerful influences from on high which 
religion supplies. 

It is not, however, the whble triumph of virtue 
that she eradicates bad dispositions — she brings 
gdods ones in their place. She not oiily drives out 
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from ^ bosom the spirit of Ftrenge, bat afas 
introduces the spirit of forgiveness and beoero* 
lence. She not only casts out the i^r4t of envy 
and repining, but she brings in geneiosity and 
contentment. She not only cures the vices of the 
sensualist, but, by bringing his appetites into a 
healthful subjection to his reason, she jninisters lo 
his direct and innocent enjoyment Indeed, all 
the various emotions which virtue awakens, are in 
their nature pleasurable. Let her have the entire 
dominion of the soul, and you have the model of 
a Heaven upon earth. 

I may say too, that virtue opens yet anoth^ 
source of enjoyment, in the sweet hopes and 
anticipations which she iiispfirea It is not in 
man, constituted as he is, to be always absorbed 
with the present — the mind will run forward, to 
isee what the future may have treasured up for it; 
and no small part of its happiness or misery is 
found in the result of these excursions into futudty* 
The wicked man, if he exercises his faculties on 
ibis subject in a rational manner, will find nothiiig 
to minister to his joy — much, on the cc«trary, to 
fill him with anxiety and alarm. But the truly 
good man gathers from his anticipations of the 
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fiifar0 some of his most substantial and elevated 
enjoyment What may await him in this world, 
he knows not — for aught that he can tell, his 
whole future life may be a scene of painful 
vicissitude i but there is another thought that 
more than sustains him under this — viz. that 
Qod's paternal care and faithfulness are pledged 
to him in all circumstances, and that nothing can 
occur, so adverse to his present comfort, but that 
it will serve to increase his future joy. And then, 
when he looks beyond this momentary existence, 
and throws his thoughts along the eternal future, 
here there rise to his view scenes of light and 
glory, which the most glowing imagination cannot 
fully overtake. Heaven, free irom every thing 
that can awaken sorrow — Heaven, full of every 
thing that can entrance the spirit, opens upon the 
eye of faith ; and while he is employed in analy- 
zing the eternal weight of glory, his mind is 
quickened into a still higher exultation by the 
thought that this is his own glorious inheritance. 
What matters it how much of trouble there may 
be in my path through the world, if I have the 
assurance that that path shall open into a world 
whose glone^ will cast into the shade even the 
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brightest forms of life and beauty that my imagi- 
nation hath ever conceived. 

I must not omit to add that the good man is at 
peace, inasmuch as he enjoys the special presence 
and favour of God. He has a right to expect 
this at all times, provided he lives in the iaithful 
discharge of duty; but especially in those dark 
seasons of life, when earthly comforts fail, and he 
has the deepest sense of the poverty of the world. 
Above ail, has he a right to expect it, when the 
earthly tabernacle totters, and the grave is opening 
beneath his feet. Believe me, the Lord our 
Shepherd does not forget his people, when they 
walk through the dark valley. As truly as they 
are there. He is there also, with his rod and his 
staff. Oh, is not this a glorious reward of a^ 
virtuous life ? Is it not more thaii a compensation 
for all the toils and struggles which it may have 
occasioned, that it should render the last struggle 
easy to be borne, inasmuch as it is endured within 
sight of the world of glory — within hearing of 
the songs of seraphs ? 
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LETTER XVIII. 

VIRTUE CROWNED WITH RICHES. 

You may perhaps think it a somewhat violent 
^nsitioD, to pass from a consideration of that 
inward peace which is so immediately identified 
with the happiness of the good man, and which is 
the germ of that more expanded and elevated 
enjoyment that he anticipates in Heaven, to a sub- 
ject that seems so earthly and grovelling as that of 
riches. You may be ready to ask whether I have 
forgotten that riches are alike uncertain and 
unsatisfying; that, while they often ^e to 
themselves wings and^ily away, they are inade- 
quate, while they are possessed, to meet the 
fiouPs noblest desires-^ nay, that they drown 
multitudes in destruction and perdition. No, I 
have not forgott A this, or any part of it ,* and yet 
I am prepared to maintain that riches may, in 
Ihemselves, justly be considered a blessing; for 
|t is the province of virtue to transmute the 
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earthly into the heavenly — the perishable into 
the imperishable. Nay further, I am ready also 
to vindicate the joining together in the same 
category the weahh that palls and perishes' and 
the peace that satisfies and endures ; for wealth 
has only to be used for the purposes for which it 
was intended, to become an auxiliary to that 
inward quietude which constitutes the soul^s 
richest possession. In one point of view, yott 
cannot say too much derogatory of ridies — in 
another, you are in little danger of over-rating 
their value. Considered as the supreme portion 
of the soul, they are stamped with insignificance 
and worthlessness ; but, considered as a means of 
doing good and thus securing treasure in Heaven, 
they possess a value which outruns all human 
powen^f calculation. 

You have already seen that Joseph, in ibB 
course of events, became the possessor of great 
riches. And how did he obtain them? Not 
surely by dishonest or even doubtful speculations, 
nor by any questionable means wnich, for his own 
credit's sake, he would have chosen not havtt 
divulged ; but simply by fulfilling with fidelity 
the duties belonging to the various stations in 
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-w^ieh ProTidence piaced him. There is not the 
shadow of eridenee from the history, that he wa» 
inordinately fond of riches^ or that he yielded to 
any of the temptations which riches bring with 
them, or even that he ever made any special effort 
to obtain them;, but it was the ordinance of 
Heaven that, without his own seeking', he shouki 
have the control of great wealth. That it was 
Ideally a great blessing to him^ becaiise he used it 
in such A manner as to be a blessing to others^ 
there can be no doubt. 

Wealth is altc^ether a vehtiTe term ; as we 
denominate a roan rieh or poor, according to the 
standard by which he is judged. We, however, 
erdinarily consider a man rich, who has consider* 
aibie means at his command above what he needs 
fer the support of himself and his &mily. If an 
individual has an income that barely supports him, 
and that with rigid economy, the utmost we say 
of him is, that he is in a state of respectable 
mediocrity ; but, if his income be so great that the 
reasonable expenses of himself and those who are 
immediately dependant upon him, consume but an 
iBconriderable part of it, then, by common consent, 
isf iar regaided a rich man. 
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wher^ it may be inconvenient to render the 
desired assistance, there will not be wanting those 
who will be ready to make- a special effort, 
and even subject themselves to some temporary 
embarrassment, rather than that such a man 
should suffer seriously and permanently in his 
worldly interests. You may rest assured that 
any man, — no matter how much distinguished 
for shrewdness and foresight he may be — if he 
has not the confidence of the community in which 
he lives, labours in any vocation at great disad- 
vantage ; whereas, on the other hand, a man of 
tmly moderate capacity for business, — if he has 
a high character for integrity and benevolence, 
will have every thing to hope from the good will 
<^ his neighbours and acquaintances. 

But there is one consideration more, which 
has a bearing on this subject, too important to be 
omitted — I mean that the good man, even in his 
worldly pursuits, has a right to expect the 
special blessing of God. It is of the man who 
'^delighteth greatly in keeping the divine com- 
mandments," that inspiration hath said, that 
" wealth and riches shall be in his house." Not- 
withstanding there is^ an established order of 
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things in the kingdom both of nature and of |abTV. 
dence, yet this is not to be regarded as a piec^ 
of blind mechanism that moves forward without 
a mover or a guide; nor yet as being fixed in 
such a sense that there is no room for th^ 
operation, of infinite intelligence and infinite 
benevolence in connection with it^. on the con* 
trary, He who originated it and put it in motion, 
presides over it, every moment j and He is never 
at a loss how to make it the medium of the 
fulfilment of his promises, or of the communica- 
tion of his silent, though special blessing, on thp 
labours of those who trust in him. 

After all, I think I hear you saying^/'Is npt 
die doctrine of this letter contradicted by comqion 
experience? When we look abroad upon the 
world, do we not find diat a large jtropprtion of 
the rich men are those who put no tru^t in God| 
and who scruple not even at the most questionable 
schemes for obtaining property ] and that a multi- 
tude of the poor are rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom ?" I reply to this, without altogether 
denying the fact implied in it, that, though th^ 
natural tendencies of things may sometimes be 
counteracted by tl^e ii^fluence of circumstance^ 
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yet they still remain the same ; aad that we are 
to regulate our conduct and frame our expecta- 
tions accotrding to the established order of things, 
and not according to any devices which may 
seem to contradict it. And further, if it be 
admitted, as doubtless it must, that men may 
become very* rich by very unfair means, experi- 
ence also teaches, and \vith no less certainty, that 
property acquired in this way, does not ordinarily 
remain long in the hands of its possessor. A 
dishonest man, though he may occasionally 
succeed in outwitting others, is almost sure, 
sooner or later, to play the same game success- 
fully on himself. The treasures of such an one 
are liable to be takeu up by every wind \ and if 
diey are sufiered to remain with him, it will be 
found at last that there was a concealed canker 
lodged in them. Here, is the true reason, in 
respect to multitudes, why they are suddenly 
plunged from affluence to poverty — their posses- 
sions were fraudulently procured; and God in 
judgment permits them to be quickly dissipated. 
Let all your efforts, my young friends, for the 
acquisition of property, be prompted and directed 
by virtuous dispositions ; an^ you bavQ reason to 
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expect that God will crown them with his bless- 
iDg; or, if he send disappointment, it will be 
your privilege to know that there is a blessing 
even in that. 



LETTER XIX. 

VIRTUE CROWNED WITH HONOUR. 

Evert one who reads the history of Joseph 
perceives at once the connection between the 
high character which he maintained and the high 
places which he occupied. He might have 
possessed fihe intellectual powers, and those 
powers might have been extensively cultivated, 
and yet it is by no means certain that he would 
ever have emerged from the degrading bondage 
into which his brethren sold him. Neither 
Potiphar nor Pharaoh would have entrusted him 
with so much authority, but for the confidence 
which they felt that he would not abuse it * and 
this confidence was founded upon a full convjc- 
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tion of his spotless integrity. Need I say that 
ihis is but an illustration of the truth which I 
design to spread before you in this letter — viz. 
that virtue naturally tends to honour. I use the 
word honour here in two different senses — as 
denoting the esteem that is generally paid to true 
worth, and the distinction that pertains to exalted 
rank 

The best evidence that virtue tends to secure 
the favourable regards of mankind, is to be found 
in what we see constantly passing around us. 
Who are the individuals who enjoy in the highest 
degree tlie confidence of the community in which 
they live ; whose example is most frequently held 
up as worthy of all praise ; whose death makes a 
chasm in society that is sensibly felt and deeply 
deplored ? And, on the other hand, who are they 
that are looked upon with suspicion, and are 
trusted, if trusted at all, only within very narrow 
limits; whose example is referred to only as a 
thing to be shunned, and whose death is regarded 
as Relieving society from an incubus, if not from 
a pest .? Each of these questions suggests its own 
answer. He who should require any other proof 
that virtue secures esteem than what meets hira 
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wherever his eye rests, is either a miserable hypo>^ 
crite, or else is Det to be dealt with as a rational 
being. 

But what I am concerned to do new, is to show 
you how virtue sequres this end. And even thia 
is so obvious that it cannot require any lengthened 
train of remark. 

It results from the very constitution of our 
nature, that we approve of virtue both in the 
principle and the practice. Its leading elements 
are integrity and benevolence ] and, though it 
must be admitted that men may become so des- 
perately corrupt, as to hate these qualities, at least 
in some of their operations^ yet they have, after 
all, a principle within them^ which renders » 
verdict, constrained though ft be, in favour of the 
right : or, if there be some cases in which deprav- 
ity is so gross as to bring a film temporarily over 
the. eye of the soul, so that the difference between 
good and evil is really not discovered, yet that 
illm sooner or later passes off, and the moral 
perceptions finally become as distinct as ever. 
Even the operation of justice, which belongs 
essentially to virtue, finds an advocate in the 
bosom of the very man whose voice is hfted up 
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to piotest against it . The knave who i$ arraigned 
•to answer for his fraudulent transactions, the 
^thief who looks forward ^ to his trial as an intro- 
duction to the penitentiary, the assassin who has 
^visions o( the ignonainy and hoproar of the scaf- 
fold, — however much each c^ them may attempt 
to prove his innocence of the crime with which he 
is charged, he will never think of maintaining tha/t 
ihat with which he is charged is no crime ; and, 
in his silent communings with himself^ he will be 
obliged to admit to his own conscience that the 
.magistrate did right when he arrested him, and 
that the court will do right when they sentence 
liim. The truth is, though it is at the option 
of men to do right or wrong, it is no easy thing 
.for them, especially in cases of moment, to confound 
the right and the wrong in their perceptions. And 
if this be true even in extreme cases, it proves 
l)eyond a peradventure, that there is that in the 
very constitution of man, that renders homage to 
virtue, anteced^-ntly even to the blessings which 
virtue brings in its train. 

But we are to look at it further, as it operate! 
4br the well being of society. What are those 
devils which ha^e the most disastrous bearing upoa 
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social happiness? What but the indalgenee of 
the base and malignant passions of haman nature ^ 
What but that devotion to sensuaT gratification 
that robs man- of his humanity ? What but that 
malicious and revengeful spirit that, in resenting 
one injury, provokes another? What but that cold 
and withering s^fishness, that can look upon, 
suffering with an unpi tying eye, and even refuse a 
morsel of bread to the forlorn and penny less 
orphan ?" But, just in proportion as virtue pre- 
vails in a community, these evils are prevented or 
removed. Virtue saves the expense of sustaining 
alms-houses and penitentiaries, and' prevents the 
disgrace and suffering incident to a residence in 
these dwelling places of the guilty. Virtue exerts 
herself to reclaim those who have begun to wan- 
der, and thus to check vice in its incipient stages. 
Virtue carries bread' to the starving poorj and 
builds hospitals for tiie sick; and gathers the 
children of profligate and outcast parents into 
places of instruction J and erects barriers strong 
and high against the progress of evil. Virtue 
softens whatever is rugged in the human character y 
secures to civil government the ends which it con- 
templates as a benevolent ministry: and diffuses^ 
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an inexpressible charm ov^r the face of society. 
And who is not interested in the social improve- 
ment and elevation of the community in which 
he lives? If you can tell me who, I will tell 
you who they are with whom a virtuous life will 
not be accounted a recommendation. ' 

But there is a yet more particular influence 
which virtue exerts to secure the good will of 
mankind — I mean the influence of particular 
acts of beneficence in awakening the gratitude 
of those who are the objects of them. We vene- 
rate the man who stands forth a great publick 
benefactor, even though we may have no other 
interest in his benefaction than has every member 
of the community to which we belong. But let 
the favour that is bestowed assume a personal 
character toward ourselves — and the individual 
who bestows it becomes more directly an object 
of our gratitude. A large portion of the deeds 
of a virtuous man are deeds of benevolence, 
designed to elevate the character or meliorate 
the condition of individuals within the circle of 

r 

his influence. And do you not think that each 
of these, if he have the common feelings of a 
man, will find those feelings quickened into 
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grateful exercise, on being the recipient of the 
good man^s favours ? Will not the poor family 
to whom he sends a portion from his own table, 
bless him for having remembered them ? Will 
not the child whom his charity rescues from the 
degradation of the parental home, or perhaps 
from an incipient career of vagrancy and crime, 
and elevates first to decency and comfort, and 
afterwards to respectability and usefulness — -will 
not that child, I ask, to his dying hour, have 
feelings of thankfulness toward his benefactor 
which the tongue cannot utter? And will not 
every one who associates with such a person, — 
whether superior, inferior, or equal, — receive 
from him, in the ordinary intercourse of life, 
some expressions of kindness, which will find a 
permanent lodgment not only in the memory, but 
in the heart ? It is delightful "to a virtuous 
man to reflect that his general character com- 
mands the good will and esteem of his fellow 
men ; but methinks he finds a source of still 
higher happiness, in the grateful acknowledgments 
that pour upon him from those, to whom ne has 
been a personal benefactor. 
It particularly deserves* your consideration that 
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bad men as well as good; render their homage to 
virtue ;— sometimes when they are, and sometimes 
when they are not, conscious of doing so. Why 
is it that the profane man, who, in ordinary 
circumstances, incorporates an oath with every 
sentence, and who, when reproved for doing so, 
pleads that habit has rendered him linconscious 
of it — why is it that, in the presence of a man 
of acknowledged and exalted virtue, he can talk 
without making his usual display of the rhetoric 
of curses? It is because the majesty of virtue 
overawes him ; and he is constrained to appear 
reverent in her presence. Why is it that the 
wretch who has the hardihood to traduce and 
revile the godly, is sure to represent the good 
which he would vilify under the aspect of evil — 
to call conscientiousness, pusillanimity ; and 
devotion, hypocrisy ; and charity, ostentation ; 
and zeal, fanaticism ? It is for no other reason 
than that he knows that the virtues which he 
affects to contemn, are noble and praiseworthy; 
and that, unless he can pass them off as vices, he 
cannot hope that his ridicule will catch the ear 
even of the vicious themselves. And I may add, 
why is it that men of depraved characters do not 
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select their Qwn associates in wickedness to 
discharge for tliem important and responsible 
trusts, but that, on the contrary, they are just as 
careful to inquire into the moral character of the 
individuals to whom tliey wish to confide their 
concerns, as any other persons in the comniunity? 
Especially how comes it to pass, as it often has 
done, that infidels who have professedly gloried 
in their rejection of Christianity, have committed 
their children to the care and instruction of men 
of exemplary piety ? And to refer to a particular 
case, how happened it that one of the most scof- 
fing infidels whom this country has ever known, 
when asked by his daughter on- her death-bed, 
whether he would have her, in that trying hour, 
believe as he had taught her, or as she had been 
taught by her pious mother — how happened it, 
I ask, that the infidel father melted into tears, 
and exclaimed with a faltering voice, "Believe 
as your mother has taught you!" There is but 
one answer to these questions — it is, in every 
case, the involuntary homage which the soul even 
of a bad man renders to true virtue. These cases 
show that there is not a little hypocrisy . even in 
the most blustering infidelity ; and that the worst 
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G^ men, in trying tiroes, are glad to come under 
the protection, even though they may not enlist 
under the banner, of Christianity. 

It must be acknowledged that honour, when 
considered as indicating the distinction that 
belongs to rank or • office, is, by no means 
uniformly, or even very frequently, the reward 
of a virtuous course ; nor is mere virtue, apart 
irom intelligence, entitled to such distinction. 
An individual may be a pattern of all that is 
amiable and praiseworthy in his social relations, 
and may even be distinguished for his exhibition 
of the Christian graces, and yet, for want of 
sufficient vigour of mind, or of the due cultivation 
of his powers, he may be utterly unfit to wield 
the influences which belong to an exalted station. 
But, even admitting that virtue is associated with 
intelligence, and with all the other requisite 
qualifications for being clothed with civil author- 
ity, it will depend, after all, especially under 
fiuch a government as ours, on the moral state of 
the community, whether it shall find the exaltation 
^vhich it deserves. It is a lamentable fact, which 
pur experience as a nation forbids us to doubt, 
that party spirit may invest weakness and corrup- 
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tioiv with high authority, and leave the iSkoet 
exalted virtue, even . when associated with the 
most exalted intelligence, to the obscurity of a 
private station. But let virtue in a community 
become triumphant, — let the publick conscience 
be suitably enlightened, and the pubh'ck morals 
duly elevated, — and the wise and good will no 
longer be suffered to remain in obscurity : even 
though their modesty should court retirement, the 
suffrages of their fellow citizens will bring them 
forth, and elevate them to places of trust and 
influence. Nay, it will sometimes happen that 
men of this character will be exalted to high 
places, in a community that is deeply corrupt j 
for, as one bad man is not usually disposed to 
confide his most important personal interests to 
another bad man, so a community which vice has 
essentially corrupted, may, from purely selfish 
considerations, prefer to trust its interests with 
men of integrity and wisdom. This principle 
will be found to operate especially in respect to 
subordinate offices, which it is left to the diser^« 
tion of the superior in authority to fill ; for, while 
there is here less room for party spirit to operate^ 
the things chiefly regarded are the ability and 
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fidelity with which the duties of the office will 
probably be discharged. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is, that, in 
a virtuous community, good men, other things 
being equal, are the fairest candidates for the high 
places of trust; — indeed, they are the only class 
who can aspire to such places with any hope of 
success: and, even in the most equivocal state of 
society, they will not unfrequently be elevated 
through the influeilce of mere publick selfishness. 
And as for bad men, — though they may occupy 
posts of honour, and may live amidst the splen- 
dours of rank and the incense of flattery, yet 
they can never personally become the objects of 
general esteem and regard. Be examples of true 
virtue, and you need have no fear but that the world 
will find it out, and will honour you for every 
noble quality with which your character is adorned. 
If you rise to an exalted station, it is well — you 
will be prepared to fill it with dignity and Advan- 
tage : but if you spend your days in retirement, 
it is well also ; for there loo virtue will weave for 
you a chaplet in the grateful regards and benedic- 
tions of your fellow creatures. 
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LETTER XX. 

VIRTUE CROWNED WITH USEFULNESS. 

What a noble example of usefulness was Jo^ 
seph in every relation which he sustained — itt 
every condition in which he was placed! Of 
what he was to the Midianitish merchants, previ- 
ous to his being sold to Potiphar, we have no 
account; but, from that period to the close of hi? 
life, the monuments of his benevolent activity are 
continually /ising before us. It was the disposi- 
tion which he manifested to render himself useful, 
that caused him to be advanced in the house of 
Potiphar ; and there he was most heartily and zeal- 
ously devoted to his master's interests. During his 
confinement in prison, — though he was conscious 
that it was a most unjust and cruel confinement, — 
yet he was constantly occupied in some useful 
way ; and very soon was entrusted ' with the 
general oversight of all his fellow prisoners. 
And then when he became govemour of the 
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land — who can calculate the amount of good 
that he accomplished ? The single precaution 
that he took for saving the land of Egypt from 
the threatening famine, was the means of averting 
an amount of distress which it is not easy to 
calculate; and not merely from the people oi 
•Egypt, but, as it turned out, from his own imme- 
diate femily. All the publick concerns of the 
eountry he seems to have managed with the 
utmost skill and success ; and no doubt the 
period of his administration was unprecedented 
in respect to both publick and private happiness. 
But doubtless we must reckon his greatest useful- 
ness as connected with the imn^diate fortunes of 
his own house, and the remoter and higher interests 
of the church of Good. We need not — perhaps 
we cannot — suppose that he was fully aware of 
the relation which he maintained to the church in 
ail future ages ; of the vital importance of the 
agency which he was carrying forward, to the 
accomplishment of the grandest promise of Jeho- 
vah. It was enough for him that h<3 was always 
faithfully and earnestly engaged in doing his 
duty. But to us it appears manifest that what he 
didj constituted an important link in the chain of 
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causes and effects, by which the triumph of God's 
mercy in the scheme of redemption is finally ta 
be accomplished. 

What was true of Joseph is true of every other 
£ood man — his life is crowned with usefulness. 
Here again, for the truth of this remark, I refer 
you to your own observation. I will only aak 
your attention to a few thoughts illustrative of the 
manner in which virtue operates to secure this 
end. 

Let me say then, in the first place, virtue 
renders its possessor useful, by securing to his 
facuhies their right direction and their legitimate 
exercise. The good man recognizes his obligation 
not only to exert the powers which God has 
^iven him, but to exert them for purposes ef 
^ood ; and if he is tempted to pervert them to 
mere selfish gratification, even though no positive 
evil to his fellow men may be involved, he wiU 
find himself subjected to self reproach from having 
neglected duly to consider his Creator's claimsL 
And not only is his judgment on this subject 
suitably enlightened and convinced, but his heart 
goes along with his judgment ; and while he 
4ipproves the right lie also loves it. He engages 
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in doing good, therefore, in obedience not onJy ta 
a command of God most clearly revealed, but 
also, if I may be allowed the expression, to one 
of the instincts of his renovated nature. And the 
same authority which enjoins this — the same 
temper that disposes to it, may be expected to 
secmre the full amount of Ijenevblent activity of 
which he is capable. Let a man know what God 
requires of him, and have the disposition to fulfil 
the requisition^ and it is impossible to conceive 
that such a man should live either to do wrong 
or to do nothing. As this knowledge and thi9 
disposition are both included in true virtue, it i» 
manifest that virtue is essentially the parent of 
usefulness. 

But while virtue keeps the faculties appropri- 
ately employed, she makes the most of all those 
opportunities for doing good which grow out of 
the various relations and conditions in life. Place 
her where you will, and she finds means of use- 
fulness, which she diligently and scrupulously 
improves. In the various occupations and profes- 
sions in which the mass of men look for nothing 
beyond their own aggrandizement, the truly good 
man finds channels innumerable through which 
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to send forth a healthful and quickening inflo^ 
ence on the neighhourhood, the community, the 
world. 

Virtue renders any station that is not in itself 
dishonourable, subservient to the publick good 
Take, for instance, the military man — though 
his profession is so intimately associated with 
peril and death| and is often exercised in the face 
of honour and justice, yet who can doubt that U 
may be — ought to be — rendered tributary to 
the great interests of the human family ? Napo- 
leon indeed exercised it in obedience to the 
dictates of a burning ambition — in his hands it 
was a frightful engine of wrath and wo — he was 
a man of one idea ; and that idea was the com- 
plete subjugation of the nations to his usurped 
authority. And though Grod may have over- 
ruled for good what he did, yet his mad and 
terrific movements were all directed by the spirit 
of evil. But how was it with our own Washing- 
ton? With him the military profession, being 
under the direction of virtue, became the instru- 
ment of national happiness and glory j — nay, it 
was a ministration of good to the whole human 
family, through all succeeding generations; for 
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while it was the means of securing our nation's 
independence, it has spread, or is destined to 
«pread, the sarouT of true liberty all over the 
world. No doiibt Washington had, from the 
beginning, the most enlarged views of the enter- 
prize, and beheld in its success the triumph of a 
principle which is destined to work a mighty 
•^jhange in the whole stnictare of human society^ 
but it may well be doubted whether even his fat 
reaching eye overtook all the mighty resulta 
which less than half a century has developed. 
If, with his great military prowess, he had had 
Arnold's heart, or even the heart of many a maa 
that is not disgraced before the world, wher* 
would have been this tree of liberty under whose 
shadow we repose, and the leaves of which are 
already beginning to operate for the healing of 
the nations? It may be that no other opportu- 
nity may occur to the end of time for rendering 
the military profession subservient to so important 
ft purpose as was accomplished by Washington ] 
but there is not a soldier so insignificant, even 
during the prevalence of the most undisturbed 
peace, but that he may use his profession to 
purposes of good — if in no other way, at least 
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m endeavouring to elevate the cbaraeter of hm 
Riilitary associates. 

Next, look at the maa who occupies aa 
knportaJDt civil station, and see how much good 
may be accomplished by his well directed influ- 
ence. Our own history furnishes a galaxy of 
illustrious statesmen, any one of whom might be 
selected to illustrate the high i>sefulness which 
legitimately belongs to such a sphere. The 
virtuous statesman has his hand directly on the 
springs of the public weal. His voice is heard 
and heeded, where a thousand other voices might 
speak in vain. Perplexing questions are un- 
ravelled by his wisdom, and base projects are 
exposed and defeated by his integrity. And 
beside his publick influence, his official dignity 
gives additional consideration to his private acts 
— the legislator or the judge is so identified with 
the man, that the respect which attaches to the 
one, extends also to the other. An action per- 
formed by an obscure individual might awaken 
little attention and produce little effect ; when the 
same action performed by a man of exalted rank 
might exert an influence that would be felt 
through all the pores of society. 
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The legal profession too opens a wide field 
of usefulness to the man of right views and 
dispositions. There is scarcely any thing in the 
organization of society, more intimately connected 
with its well being, than the legitimate operation 
of the law. In this world of injustice and 
injury, there should be some means of redress 
-^hich may be relied on — some system of pro- 
cedure by which the weak may sustain themselves 
against the strong — the oppressed against the 
arrogant. This is just the relief which the law 
contemplates, and which, if rightly administered, 
it effectually secures. It is true indeed that there 
is no profession more capable than this of being 
perverted to purposes of evil; and, in the hands 
of multitudes, it is nothing better than the minis- 
ter of strife, not to say, the instrument of 
oppression: but, let an individual engage in it 
conscientiously, and with a sincere desire to 
witness the triumph of truth and justice rather 
than the triumph of his skill, — - and his influence 
will diffuse itself most gratefully over the whole 
community; he wijl be regarded, and justly, as 
the friend of the injured; and, after he is dead, 
his name will not be forgotten, but multitudes will 
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rise up to bear witness to his good deeds and hoo* 
our him as a conscientious lawyer. 

The merchant also — especially the opulent 
merchant — can you measure the amount of good 
which he has it in his power to accomplish ? By 
his fair and honourable dealing, he may do much 
to elevate the general character of commercial 
intercourse; by being a pattern of honesty and 
punctuality and general exactness in trade, he 
may do much to extend the same spirit and 
rebuke the opposite among his fellow merchants; 
and thus society at large may reap the benefit of 
his example. But I chiefly refer here to the 
good uses which he may make of his wealth, in 
advancing the best interests of his fellow men. 
He may not only carry portions to the needy in 
his own neighbourhood, and thus cause the heart 
of many a widow to sing for joy, but he may 
'make permanent provision for the relief of wretch- 
edness in various forms, which shall bring to him 
the blessing of multitudes who are ready to 
perish. If you inquire by whom our alms-houses 
and hospitals and Innatick asylums are chiefly 
endowed ; by whom the noble institutions for the 
promotion of learning scattered here and there 
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over the land, have been founded ; by whom the 
largest contributions for the extension of the 
gospel in heathen lands have been made ; I greatly 
mistake if you do not find that the brightest names 
on these lists of the world's benefactors are mer- 
chants — that no small part of the money that has 
been thus bestowed for the good of mankibd, has 
been earned by diligently, if you please doggedly, 
buying and selling goods. 

1 might, in the same way, go through with all 
the other professions and occupations in which 
men engage, which are in accordance with integ- 
rity and honour, and show you how each of them 
may be — under the direction of virtue, actually 
is — subservient to useful purposes. But I will 
only add that there is no condition so obscure — 
none even so wretched — but that it will open a 
field of usefulness to a good man. Suppose that 
he is so obscure that, though he is in your imme- 
diate neighbourhood, you never hear of him — 
yet there are those who do know him, and to 
whom he has access in daily intercourse. These 
he can influence by his example, his conversation, 
perhaps by his prayers ; and it is by no means 
improbable that some will dwell in heaven forever, 
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because they have dwelt on earth within the circle 
of his influence. Or suppose that he is left to 
linger out years upon a sick bed, and is thereby 
cut off from all intercourse, except with those 
who come to sympathize in his affliction, or 
minister to his wants — even there he may be an 
eminently useful man. By his faith in God, his 
cheerful submission, his elevated devotion, he may 
leave an indelible impression for good on those 
who are about his bedside ; and the story of what 
passes there may penetrate some other hearts to 
which it may be communicated ; and the prayers 
which he offers up may be the medium through 
which the richest blessings shall be conveyed to 
multitudes whom he has never seen. I repeat, it 
is the privilege of the good man to be useful 
always- — he may be sick and poor, he may be 
unknown and forgotten, he inay even be impris- 
oned and manacled, and yet, so long as he has 
lips that can move in prayer, or a heart that can 
beat toMhe spiritual miseries of the world, you 
may not say that he is a cumberer of the ground. 

What a delightful employment to reflect on a 
useful life, when life is drawing to a close ! How 
transported must have been the apostle, when he 
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could say, " 1 have fought a good fight, I hare 
finished my course, I have kept the faith f" You, 
my young friends, will soon be in his circum- 
stances, in respect to the opening of another world 
upon your spirits. Murmur not, though God place 
you in the humblest circumstances here ; but be 
thankful that, even in these circumstances, your 
consciences may at least bear testimony to a useful 
life. Let this blessed result be accomplished in 
your experience, and be your condition on earth 
what it may, you need not envy the rich man his 
wealth, nor the statesman his laurels, nor the 
monarch his crown. 



LETTER XXL 

VIRTUE CROWNED WITH HEAVEN. 

You have seen that Joseph was an eminently 
religious man. His religious character embraced 
not merely the outward act but the inward prin- 
ciple. He was one of the patriarchs who "died 
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in faith not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth ;" foi 
whom God " hath prepared a city." His life had 
been one of singular vicissitude — multiplied 
blessings were mingled with multiplied trials ; — 
but the period at length came, when that " better 
country, that is, an heavenly," which had so long 
been the object of his desire, and for which it had 
been the great business of his life to prepare, rose 
upon his delighted eye, perhaps while he was yet 
among the clouds and mists that hang about the 
valley of death. What a moment of ecstacy was 
that, in which he was permitted to feel that the 
work of his life was fully accomplished, that its 
cares and toils and calamities were all over, and 
that he was in the act of entering on that ^ rest" 
which " remaineth for the people of GodP' 
Here we reach the crowning part of Joseph's 
reward. He had indeed experienced many bless* 
ings, in consequence of his integrity and piety, 
while he was on earth ; — the blessing of a good 
reputation, of inward peace, of great worldly 
prosperity; but here is something that casts all 
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prevlone blessmgs into the shade— knowledge 
without perplexing doubts ; joy without an alloy 
of grief; life without even the fear of death. 
Who would not desire to be like Joseph in his 
«nd? Who would not account all earthlv suffer- 
ings light, if they might be followed vvith the 
<rrown that fadeth n<it away ? 

You, my young friends, especially if you are 
living under the power of a practical Christianity, 
have already experienced- — are daily experiencing" 
— many rich blessings, which make a powerful 
claim upon your gratitude; but the present com- 
pared with the future is like the faintest gleam of 
the morning to the sun shining in his strength. 
Heaven — Heaven is the great object, upon which 
you are to fasten your regards and your hopes ; 
for it is not more certain that you have the prin- 
ciple of true religion in your hearts, than that the 
glories of that better world are made sure to you. 

You observe that I speak of Heaven as the 
ultimate reward of a good man ; but to those of 
you who are entitled, in view of your present 
character, to expect this reward, I surely need 
not say that it does not come to you in conse- 
quence of your own deservings. It is indeed a 
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purchased possession ; but it has been purchased 
by the blood of Christ; and it comes to you as 
a free gift. But though purchased — though free, 
it can never become yours, independently of a 
compliance with the terms on which it is offered : 
it is the completion of your salvation ; and salva- 
tion is bestowed only on them who exercise 
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ Moreover, Heaven is not the same 
to all its glorified inhabitants. Its felicities are 
measured out according to the character which 
each individual has had during the period of his 
pilgrimage. As one star differeth from another 
star in glory in the natural firmament, so there 
will be a corresponding diversity in the firmament 
of glorified intelligences. Notwithstanding it is 
by the grace of God that the feeblest saint who is 
but scarcely savied, has his place in the world of 
glory, yet each one will receive according to that 
he hath done, as if the reward were adjudged 
according to the actual degrees of merit The 
word of God fully justifies us in reckoning Heaven 
as a reward ; but it is a reward not of debt, but 
of grace. While it marks the measure of Chris- 
tian attainment, it is a testimony to the strength 
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of divine love and the efficacy of Christ's me- 
diation. 

But what is Heaven? Who can adequately 
answer this question ? Inspiration, in the attempt 
to describe it, hath gathered images of beauty and 
grandeur from every part of the creation ; and yet 
perhaps the highest idea of Heaven that it has 
.conveyed to us, is in such passages as these — 
'^Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
him." " It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be : but we know that when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he 
is." If even the pen of inspiration falters in the 
attempt to produce a sketch of the city of our 
God -r- the new Jerusalem, — how poor and frigid 
must -be any thing that mortals can say, compared 
with the glorious reality ! 

As the language of scripture, intended to 
describe the glory of the heavenly state, is 
necessarily in a great degree figurative, in order 
that it may be accommodated to our feeble 
comprehension, it were rash for us to . attempt 
to decide with confidence on the meaning of at 
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least some portions of it, except in a more 
general manner. We may be able to see that it 
indicates the most refined and exahed enjoyment, 
without knowing precisely in what that enjoyment 
consists, or from what it more immediately 
proceeds. But, perhaps the most satis^aietory 
view that we can take of Heaven, is to consider 
it as including the perfection of our own iiature, 
and the presence of every thing that is fitted to 
advance us from glory to glory. 

It is a delusion to which most men constantly 
yield, that happiness consists chiefly in the ability 
to command that which is without ; and hence' 
the man who lives in opulence and honour, is 
regarded by the multitude as of course a happy 
man. But you may rest assured diat, even in 
this life, happiness has chiefly to do with the 
world within: it is just in proportion as the 
faculties are kept in harmony with each other 
and the will of God — in other words, as the 
whole spiritual man is in a sound and healthful 
state, that there is a foundation for true happi- 
ness ; and it is because man is here, at best, so 
very imperfect a being, that the highest measure 
of bliss which he enjoys falls so far short of his 
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original capabilities. But, ia reaching Heaven, 
man attains to the perfection of his nature. 
His intellectual faculties — his perception, his 
memory, his imagination, his judgment, lose all 
the dimness and weakness that had pertained to 
them, and are endiKed with a vigour and energy 
that make him a wonder to himself At the 
same time, his moral nature undergoes a corres- 
ponding exaltation : his conscience is always a 
minister of peace ; his affections and desires are 
endued with immortal purity and strength. The 
image of his Redeemer was faintly impressed 
upon his soul in the act of spiritual renovation; 
and it became more and more distinct as he 
advanced in his pilgrimage ; but now it shines 
forth in complete and undisputed perfection. 
Time was when no one could say whether he 
would sink into a fiend or rise into an angel ; but 
it has turned out that he was destined to be a 
child of the skies, and to bear witness for his 
Redeemer forever, through his renovated nature. 
How different a being is man in Heaven, from 
man on earth! How different is this weakness 
from that immortal strength — this darkness from 
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that surpassing light — this poverty of the mind 
from that ever endi|ring, ever increasing riches ! 

We have associated the body so much with 
the souPs exercises and enjoyments in this world, 
that it may require a severe effort, so to break 
away from the delusions of sense, as to realize 
that the soul can be advanced to this state of 
perfection, while the body is in the grave. But 
of the truth of this, God's holy word forbids us 
to doubt. The falling of the earthly tabernacle 
is the signal for the immortal spirit to burst forth 
in the energy of a new life, and to ^ine forth in 
the beauty of a new creation. The body moul- 
ders, and finally mingles with the clods of the 
valley. But it is there for a temporary slumber 
only. It is resting in hope until the great 
resurrection day. And then, as sure as there is 
energy in the archangePs voice, it will come forth, 
refashioned by the same hand that made it at first, 
into a body like unto Christ's glorious body, that 
will be a jit habitation for the already glorified 
spirit. And now that the union between the 
glorified soul and the glorified body is efiected, 
we have the perfection of the whole man : the 
same being who lived on this earth, and whose 
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faculties vvtire accommodated to this lower state 
of existence, now lives in Heaven, with faculties 
&ted to subserve the great ends of his existence 
there. Oh judge not of man, from what you see 
him to be on earth — judge of him rather by what 
he is. hereafter to be in Heaven. 

But we have not yet reached the full idea of Hea- 
ven ; for while it includes the exaltation and per- 
fection of man's nature, it includes also every thing 
that is necessary to meet the souPs desires, and to 
carry it forward through an endlessly progressive 
course of intelligence, purity and bliss. Notwith- 
standing the seat of enjoyment is in the soul, we 
know that even here, we are indebted for our 
happiness, in no small degree, to objects that are 
without us : as we contemplate the wonders of 
nature and providence, we find our knowledge 
constantly extending, and our admiration of the 
works and ways of God increasing. As we 
mingle in our social relations, and discharge the 
various obligations of justice and charity, and 
indulge in an intercommunication of thought and 
feeling in respect to the objects in which we 
are interested, our intellects expand, and our 
hearts warm, and our happiness is proportion- 
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ally increased. And the same general economy 
will prevail in Heaven. The glorified mind 
will be surrounded with glorious objects of 
contemplation : new forms of intellectual and 
moral beauty, will rise up on every side to occupy 
and enrapture ; new discoveries will be made con- 
tinually of the character, the government, the 
works, of God ; especially will the glory of the 
plan of redemption unfold with an ever increas- 
ing lustre ; and each step in the progress of 
discovery will mark a progressive enlargement of 
the souPs capacities, and will be a preparation for 
flights yet more lofty, for researches yet more 
profound, into the heights and depths of the divine 
perfections. And then what a communion will 
that be which the saint in Heaven shall enjoy with 
the various orders of existence with which Heaven 
is peopled ! How delightful must be the inter- 
course of glorified minds with each other; how 
vigorous will be the operation of the social 
principle; how free from every thing that em- 
bitters their communion here ; how full of every 
thing that can render it profitable and joyous! 
The angels — the native inhabitants of Heaven — 
they too are the saint's companions ; and though 
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they belong to a higher order of existence than 
he, yet they consider it a privilege to be associated 
with him in searching into the mysteries of his 
redemption, and even in celebrating that event in 
the immortal song. Jesus the mediator of the 
new covenant — the brightness of the Father's 
glory and the express image of his person — the 
man of sorrows exalted into a union with perfect 
Deity — He too wiH be there; and the saints 
will have free access to him, and intimate commun- 
ion with him ; and while he will receive their 
unceasing homage, he will crown them in return 
with his perpetual benedictions. But why should 
I attempt to penetrate the upper sanctuary ? I 
would be contented for the present to see through 
a glass darkly, in the hope that this darkness will 
ere long pass , away, and that my spirit will be 
entranced in the glory that is to follow. 

I cannot conclude this letter, and especially this 
series of letters, without admonishing you to be- 
ware that you do not expect this glorious reward 
on any other terms than those which Christianity 
prescribes. There is indeed a spurious virtue — 
a virtue which expends itself upon the outer man, 
chiefly in adjusting and adorning the various 
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social relations ; ftsd it has its reward in a thou- 
sand ways, — all of which, however, have respect 
to the life that now is. You mast look beyond 
the grace and the loveHness of nature, if you will 
travel in the path that terminates in Heaven. You 
must possess that virtue which is originated and 
nourished by an influence from the Redeemer's 
cross. You must realize that, as a sinner, you 
owe to God's justice a debt ^ that you can nev^r 
cancel; and thiit that debt will remain against 
you forever, unless you take advantage of that 
Heaven-devised provision which the gospel re- 
veals for securing to you a free forgiveness. In 
the exercise of sincere penitence for sin, you must 
welcome Christ as your Saviour, and desire and 
expect salvation only through the merit of his 
blood. In humble reliance en the Holy Spirit, 
you must devote yourself to the service of God, 
and aim continually at higher degrees of confor- 
mity to his will. This do. and you may, with 
perfect confidence, anticipate Heaven as your final 
home. 

My young friends, I here close the hints of 
iidmonition and counsel which I designed to 
address to you. I am willing to hope that it has 
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not been in vain that I have thus held up before 
you the amiable and exemplary Joseph. If I 
mistake not, the history has furnished a happy 
illustration of true religion, both as it exists in 
the heart, and as it is acted out in the life. 
Thankful indeed shall I be, if the perusal of what 
I have written shall render you more wise, or 
useful, or happy, in the present life ; but I own 
that my purpose will not be answered, if it shall 
not also exert an influence in reference to the 
higher interests of the life to come. I will only 
say, let your religion, as was that of Joseph, be 
the ^ligion of principle, the religion of feeling, 
the religion of action — then will it accomplish 
in respect to you a perfect work, and make you 
all that you can reasonably desire to be in both 
worlds. Happy, thrice happy are ye, that your 
lot has been cast amidst the influences of our 
divine Christianity. Welcome, welcome this 
good angel to your heart, and she will guard 
you amidst all life's dangers, guide you amidst 
all life's perplexities, sustain you under all life's 
burdens, and finally accompany you in your 
upward flight, and remain the everlasting inmate 
of your bosom in brighter worlds. 
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